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EIGHTH ANNUAL REPORT 

OP THE 

DIRECTORS OF CONVICT PRISONS 

IN IRELAND, 

UNDER 1? & IS VIC., CAP. 76. 



TO THE RIGHT IlON. SIR ROBERT PEEL, BART., M.P., 
CHIEF SECRETARY FOR IRELAND. 



Government Prisons’ Office, Dublin Castle, 
March, 1862. 

Sir, 

In accordance with the provisions of the Act 17 & 18 Vic., 
cap. 76, we beg to submit our Annual Report on the state of the 
Convict Prisons in Ireland for 1861. 

The ordinary reports of the Governors, Chaplains, Medical 
Officers, and Schoolmasters, are appended in the usual manner. 



A ccommodation . 

The accommodation for convicts in the Government Prisons on 
the 1st January, 1862, may he estimated as amounting to 2,800. 



Government Prisons. 



Number in custody on 1st January, 1862, 
Accommodation on 1st January, 1862 , 



Number in custody on 1st January, 1862, 

Gross Total of Convicts in Ireland, 1,314. 



Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


933 


381 


1,314 


. 2,350 


450 


2,800 


Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


0 


0 


0 



Number of Convicts Sentenced to Penal Servitude during 
the Year 1861. 



3 years, . 










Males. 
. 54 


Females. 

39 


Total. 

93 


4 „ 










. 88 


42 


130 


5 „ 










. 19 


22 


41 


6 „ 










. 18 


2 


20 


7 » 










. 40 


15 


55 


8 „ 










. 3 


3 


6 


10 „ 










. 12 


1 


13 


14 „ 










. 3 


- 


3 


is ,; . 










1 


- 


1 


20 „ 










. 4 


- 


4 


Life, . 










. 2 


- 


2 



Gross Total sentenced in 1861, 



244 



124 *368 



* Eighteen of these arc military convicts, 
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Disposal of Convicts. 



Discharged unconditionally, on completion of sentence, &c., . . 260 

Ditto on petition, 

Released on Orders of Licence, 292 

Total, .... 56i 



We are again enabled to report, that the number of convicts in 
the Government Prisons has decreased, and subjoin a similar table 
to the one given in our last year’s report. 



In custody in 
Government-Prisons, 
January 1st. 


Year. 


Convicted. 


> No. 

Discharged. 


*3933 


1854 


710 


658 


3427 


1855 


518 




3209 


1856 


389 


1107 


2614 


1857 


426 


910 


2277 


1858 


358 


946 


1773 


1859 


899 


595 


1631 


1860 


331 


524 


1492 


1861 


t3(i8 


561 


1314 


1862 


— 





We also append a return of the number of convicts sent from 
Ireland to penal colonies from 1849 to 1853, and state at the same 
time the fact, that since the latter year no deportation has taken 
place. We believe, that by giving this return, and making this 
statement, an opinion will be better formed of the success of the 
Irish Convict system. 



Transported from Ireland. 



In 1849, 










. 1,543 


„ 1850, 










775 


„ 1851, 










. 1,082 


,, 1852, 










. 1,296 


„ 1853, 










604 



It win be observed by the Reports of the Local Inspector of 
jKv e . an d the Governors and Superintendents of the 

liferent Convict Establishments, that they are in a very satisfac- 
tory state ; that the prisoners continue to appreciate the “ Mark 
System^ and evince a great desire to attain high classification. 
. “ iarks are obviously very simple and intelligible means of real- 
izing to the mind of each Convict, his progress m industry and self- 
control. in the separate or first stage of imprisonment at Mount- 
joy, m IJublin, the marks, classification, and entire Convict system, 
are made the subject of explanatory lectures on the part of the 
schoolmasters; the Convict thus becomes perfectly aware, both of 

* 1 5. SiS l * lon t0 1 tllia “amber *1>®0 were 345 convicts under detention in the 
ASjdi>u£d ! in Bermuda and Gibraltar, who were subse- 

1 18 of these are military convicts. 

?? + ures ’ and statil . 1 " tlm t the Irish Convict system has been 
to rnnvPv+ii<.+ )0Se ^ own , convic1:s without deportation, we are fax from wishing 
to WpI+Z? J r® °?P 0 ?? d t0 a wel1 regulated system for the removal of convictB 
anipori tbo l c ° n trary, we believe that such a course would tend to 

colony. 6 crumna » and he advantageous both to the mother country and the 
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of Convict Prisons in Ireland. 

tlie importance of endeavouring to amend himself, and of the little 
chance with which, when liberated, he can prosecute a criminal 
calling without incurring very great hazard. After seven years’ 
experience of the “ Mark System,” we are entirely of opinion that 
it has been most successful in its results. 

In our Annual Reports for the last six years, we have so con- 
stantly stated the importance we attach to the institution of “In- 
termediate Prisons” for male, and “Refuges” for female Convicts, 
and the good results which have attended their adoption in this 
country, that we need scarcely now do more then confirm these 
statements, and reiterate our opinion of the intimate knowledge of 
each Convict, which is afforded by training him under a more 
natural course before his liberation. 

The very simple principles which govern the “Irish Convict 
System,” may be briefly stated thus : — 

1. That Convicts are better and more reliably trained in small 
numbers, and by their being made to feel throughout their 
detention that their advancement depends on themselves, 
through the active exercise of qualities opposed to those 
which have led to their imprisonment. 

2. That the exhibition of the labour and training of the Con- 
vict, in a more natural form, before his liberation, than is 
practicable in ordinary prisons, is a course obviously calcu- 
lated to induce the public to assist in his absorption, and 
thereby to materially diminish the difficulties of the Convict 
question. 

3. That the institution of appliances to render the criminal 
calling more hazardous will assuredly tend to the diminu- 
tion of crime; and, therefore, “police supervision,” “photo- 
graphy,” systematic communication with the Governors of 
County Gaols, with a view to bring, in all possible cases, 
former convictions against offenders, and entail lengthened 
sentences upon them, are matters of the highest importance, 
and deserving of the most minute attention. 

That the application of these principles would be attended with 
very beneficial results appears to ho so self-evident, as to make it 
almost unnecessary to dwell at any length on those which have for 
many years attended their illustration in this country. But as it 
is our gratifying duty in this report to aimounce the abolition of 
“ Philipstown Adult Convict Prison," it will he well at the same 
time to call your attention to other very large reductions of expen- 
diture which we have been enabled to make on the best possible 
grounds, viz., the reduction of the number of the Convicts. 

At the present time Parliament is asked to vote £50,000 per 
annum less for Irish Convicts than was asked for them six years 
since* 

There was no excessive or unnecessary outlay at the former 
period ; the cost per head of each convict was less than it is at pre- 

* This includes Irish Convicts maintained at Bermuda and Gibraltar, subse- 
quently liberated in Ireland. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




8 



Eighth Annual, 'Report of the Directors 



sent, because tbe division of the salaries of the Governor, Chaplain 
Medical Officer, and other superior officers, would cause a smaller 
capitation charge than would be the case if spread, as is now the 
case, over a more limited area. 

As has been before stated, the reduction of cost is attributable 
to the most gratifying cause, the diminution of criminals. It is 
especially worthy of congratulation when such a result is concur- 
rent with the institution of more stringent proceedings to briim old 
offenders to justice. 

Since January, 1854, no Irish Convicts have been sent to the 
colonies, although 5,300 had been transported between 1849 and 
that period. The saving effected by not, sending Convicts to 
Western Australia is obvious. 

Since January, 1854, 6,121. Convicts have been liberated in 
Ireland; and since the establishment of Intermediate Prisons, up- 
wards ot six years since, unit/ ten per cent, of nit dames of Convicts 
liberated from the. Government Prisons since that, time have re- 
turned to them. To give value to this statement, it is especially 
necessary to note the appliances in Ireland for bringing old offenders 
to justice, and, that, in addition to these appliances, the period 
named is not sufficiently long to make recognition impossible in 
small establishments.® With regard to licensed Convicts, who are 
included in the above number, we can state that all cases of 
proved infringement of the stringent conditions attached to such 
licences, have been followed by their revocation, j 

These facts will abundantly illustrate the success of the system. 

We are glad to find, as the result of proceedings which have been 
adopted to bring former convictions against old offenders, that they 
have in very many cases received longer sentences, and that those 
who would formerly have escaped with short terms of' imprison- 
ment in County Gaols, are now sentenced to Penal Servitude. 

Each year that passes, will, we hope, make it more apparent that 
systematically proving former convictions, and thereby entailing 
long sentences upon old offenders, will, in conjunction with a good 
and natural training, materially tend to reduce the criminal popu- 
lation. 

If discharged Convicts, availing themselves of other names and 
localities, and experiencing an immunity from all supervision, find 
facilities tor the prosecution of their calling, we cannot he surprised 
at a large number again yielding to temptation, and assisting once 
more in swelling the criminal ranks. 

The regulations for carrying out the Act of 1857, are still 
working most favourably. A very large majority of Convicts 
leave the separate prison at the earliest period, viz., eight months, 
showing that thoir conduct must have been of the most satisfactory 
kind. We are again enabled to report that throughout the Prisons 

. * The filtered appearance and different age of these men renders personal recog- 
nition in large prisons after a lapse of time almost impossible, and statistics formed 
. on such data most unreliable. The Irish regulations n.re therefore of the greatest 
importance. 

t Not seven per cent, have been revoked, and these fire included in the ten per 
cent, given above. 
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we have not found it necessary, during the year, to resort to corporal 
punishment. 

The labour of the Convicts has been willingly afforded, and the 
profit from that labour has been excessively good. It will be borne 
in mind that, in Ireland, we have no specially remunerative works 
enabling us to charge high rates for skilled labour. 

At Spike Island, for instance, we have only thirty-two Convicts, 
required to be employed at masonry and stone-cutting. We have 
to depend, therefore, on more ordinary and less skilled work, for 
which a lower rate of wages only can be charged. This sort of 
work, having regard to permanency, is, of course, the description of 
labour on which Convicts may be expected to be employed. Skilled 
labour, however desirable when it can be obtained, cannot be 
reckoned upon as always available. If high wages are assumed for 
it, the real value of such Convict labour will always be disputed. 

Our prison expenditure is very low. According to our present 
estimate, the Convicts in our different establishments do not cost 
more than £24 10s. each,* without deducting the value of their 
labour, which it will be seen by tlie Reports of the Governors, 
&c., is very considerable and satisfactory. It must be borne in 
mind, that the reduced number of Convicts in the. establishments 
causes the charge per head to bo greater than if the number was 
larger; because the salaries of the superior officers remain the same, 
and are spread over a smaller area. When our establishments were 
more filled, the cost per head of each convict was not so much as 
it is now. 

But the present cost is very much lower than that of any other 
Convict establishment of which we are aware; and the state of the 
markets and contracts bear witness that it is not attributable to the 
smaller cost of food. 

We continue to employ Convicts in the intermediate stage at 
“Lusk,” in a state of almost freedom; and the very fact of being 
enabled so to act with men the great majority of whom are 
“ habitual criminals," will satisfactorily illustrate their training in 
the earlier stages of detention. 

Although we have not for the last eight years availed our- 
selves of the opportunity of sending Convicts to Western Australia, 
we are quite sensible of the advantages afforded by a well regu- 
lated system of deportation for Convicts who are well conducted 
and appear to merit the privilege, for privilege it unquestion- 
ably is. 

It will be remembered by those who have read our Annual Re- 
ports, that we have, front the commencement, laid down that one of 
the results of properly training the Convicts would be, that they 
would themselves feel, if they desire to do well, the importance 
of severing themselves front their antecedents; and would apply 
the_ gratuity they have earned under detention for the purpose of 
emigration. Very many have so acted. 

We have reason to be well satisfied with the conduct of the 
liberated Convicts under our immediate supervision in Dublin. 

* Inclusive of buildings this charge would be raised to £25 i 3s. 
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Several of them have been at largo for between five and six years, 
and are pursuing a course of honest, industry, notwithstanding 
that their antecedents would have induced a very different con- 
clusion. 

These facts have been well and often tested by Magistrates and 
Judicial Officers from England inquiring minutely into the system ; 
and by the Department of the Social Science, which made it its 
especial business, during last August, to make a very close inves- 
tigation into the Convict system pursued in this country.* With 
regard to those Convicts in the rural districts, their conduct is also 
satisfactory; and we feel quite justified in stating that “super- 
vision” has not been detrimental to the well-conducted Convict, 
and has proved a very great protection to the community. 

During the last twelve months we havo had to regret the loss hy 
death of two very valuable officers, Mr. Good and Mr. Hickson. 
Mr. Good, the Superintendent of Smithficld Prison, had been seven- 
teen years in the Convict service, and had proved himself a most 
active and devoted public servant. In the institution of the inter- 
mediate establishments, he was of the greatest possible assistance to 
the Directors, and by bis great experience, zeal, and discretion, over- 
came many difficulties which might otherwise have been formid- 
able. Mr. Hickson, the Secretary and Accountant of our Board, 
had been employed, with great credit to himself, for many years hi 
the public service. He was transferred, to our department from the 
Board of Works. His health had long been exceedingly delicate, 
and his disease was, no doubt, aggravated by the sedentary nature 
of the work which he had to perform. 

In May last, our late colleague, Mr. Lentaigne, was appointed to 
the office of “ Inspector-General of Prisons." It, was with great 
regret that we received the notification of his transfer. We felt 
not only that the department would suffer through the loss of a 
Director, hut that it, would especially do so through the loss of a 
gentleman wlio bad devoted himself unceasingly to die improve- 
ments connected with the “ Irish Convict System.” 

Since that period, this department has been conducted, therefore, 
with materially reduced power of direction and supervision. The 
Irish Convict System has been much indebted for its success to the 
very minute attention paid to its details. Unless concerned in its 
practical working, it would be difficult, to realize the importance 
and value of this attention being given, and of the occupation of 
time thereby entailed upon the Directors. j 

It has not been possible to attend to these details as well as here- 
tofore, and it is therefore to bo expected that the system will suffer 
in its results. Within the last two months, two circumstances, 
have occurred, which may possibly conduce to lighten the labour 
of direction, viz., the removal of the Convicts from Philipstown 
to Mountjoy, Dublin; and the practicability of a change being 

* The Report of the “Transactions of the Social Scicnco Association for 1861,” 
evinces the satisfactory result of the inquiry. 

t The refuges for female Convicts, the arrangements of the farm at “ Lusk Inter- 
mediate Establishment,” and the proceedings with regard to liberated Convicts, 
fall under the supervision of the Directors. 
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made in the duties of the Secretary and Accountant of this de- 
partment. 

Mr. Lentaigno very materially assisted in the organization of 
refuges for female Convicts in this country. That these have been 
very successful, no person who has taken the pains to inquire into 
then operation can reasonably doubt. These institutions have been 
the means of improving the conduct of the Convicts in prison, as 
well as of removing prejudices against their employment, when 
they have shown by a long course of improved conduct, that they 
are worthy of consideration. 

The lady visitors, Protestant and Roman Catholic, are of material 
assistance to us in carrying out our Convict system. 

The conduct of the Convicts at Golden-Bridge Refuge is entirely 
satisfactory to the earnest and devoted lady who presides over its 
management. 

We stated in our last report that the Protestant female Convicts 
had been removed from an asylum in I-Iarcourt-road to Heytesbury- 
street, and placed under different management. The Committee 
have selected a very able Superintendent in Mrs. Morris. The 
inmates are, of course, but very few; but, to tlie credit of the 
Superintendent, and that of the women under her, we believe that 
their productive labour will favourably compare with that of any 
other female institution. 

We have now shown that the “Irish Convict System,” after 
many years of trial, has resulted both in efficiency and economy. 
“ Efficiency,” proved by the orderly conduct of the Convicts, and 
by the empty state of the prisons, notwithstanding the strict appli- 
ances in force for bringing old offenders to justice. “Economy,” 
by the very low cost of the Irish Convict Establishments, although 
it is obvious that the supervision of a small number of prisoners is 
always proportionably more expensive. 

Our special reports on each establishment will be found preced- 
ing the Governors’ reports. 

We have the honour to he, 

Sir, 

Your obedient servants, 

Walter Crofton, Chairman. 

I. S. Whittv, Director. 
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Mountjoy 

Govern- 

ment 

Prison. 

Directors' 

Report. 



MOUNTJOY MALE CONVICT PRISON. 

On reference to the Report of the Governor of this prison it will 
be observed that ISO out of 218 convicts were removed durum the 
past year to the Public Works Prisons after eight months proba- 
tion. As that period represents the fact of those prisoners not 
having committed themselves in the slightest manner, the state- 
ment is one which must be considered as a most satisfactory testi- 
mony to the state of the establishment, and to reflect great credit 
on all who are concerned in carrying out its management. The 
Penal ward is unoccupied, and no corporal punishment has been 
inflicted during the past year. 

The buildings are in good order, and call for no particular obser- 
vation 

The school arrangements are very satisfactory, and the Convicts 
appear to appreciate the instruction which is given to them. It is 
one of the jteata'es of the Irish Convict system, that instruction 
should he given in the school-room, in this early stage of detention, 
with reference to the principles and details of the system, so that bv 
illustration and explanation the convicts may be made to thoroughly 
understand its working, and the necessity which exists (if they wish 
to improve their position) for their own "co-operation. The results 
of this arrangement, as might he expected, are most encouraging. 

The Juveniles in this prison are rapidly decreasing; at the pre- 
sent time there are only seventeen. 

The abolition of Philipstown Prison has rendered it necessary to 
remove tradesmen to a portion of this establishment, which is being 
allocated for the purpose. As a great saving of public expenditure 
will be accomplished by this arrangement, it is to be hoped that no 
injurious effects will arise from its being carried out. 

The. officers attached to this prison have discharged their duties 
with diligence and efficiency. 

The health of the convicts does notappear to suffer from theabsenee 
of meat in the dietary during the first four months of detention, and 
they are enabled to perform the work required from them on joining 
the associated prisons. The arrangements as to employment answer 
uncommonly well. It is oakum picking, &c., for the first three 
months ; after that period work more calculated to occupy the mind, 
hut not requiring special instruction, such as hoot-closing, repairing 
clothes, &c., is carried on. Tailors and shoemakers after the first 
three months are employed at their trade ; hut as they are conver- 
sant with it they do not need special instruction. 

The above observations of course apply to those prisoners under- 
going then- probation at Mountjoy. 

The convicts removed from Philipstown will be employed at their 
trades in association as at that depot. 

It has been before stated that each Convict on entering the prison 
has his photograph taken. 



Walter Crofton, Chairman. 
I. S. Whittv, Director. 
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GOVERNOR'S REPORT. 



Mountjoy 

Govern- 

ment 

Prison. 



Mountjoy Government Prison. 
January 27, 1862. 
Gentlemen,— In submitting the statistical details of this prison for the 
year 1S61, it affords me much gratification in being again enabled to report 
most favourably. As time has progressed the system has become the more 
developed, its practical results more manifest ; and each successive year’s 
experience proves that, in the course of treatment pursued, much has been 
effected towards the great end in view — the reformation of criminals, and 
repression of crime. The conduct of the prisoners in general during the 
past year has been remarkably good. The number of punishments have 
neatly decreased, the offences being slight breaches of prison rule, and 
for the most part committed by few individuals. In short, not only has 
the penal ward remained unoccupied, but only four cases of insubordina- 
tion, or any other offence of a grave or aggravated nature, occurred during 
the entire year ; and out of 218 prisoners transferred to Spike Island and 
Philipstown depots, 180 were removed in eight instead of nine months, in 
consequence of having passed their probation in the most satisfactory 

manner. ... , . , .. . 

The adults were, as usual, employed during their probationary stage in 
picking oakum for the first three months, and afterwards, repairing 
clothes and hooVclosing, which unskilled bands can perform; and the 
juveniles at their respective occupations of tailoring, shoemaking, smiths 
work, carpentering, and gardening. This latter class, which at one time 
formed so considerable a portion of the inmates of this prison, has, ol 
course owing to the introduction of reformatory schools, been gradually 
decreasing— only two having been received during 1861, twenty-five 
removed to Smithfield Intermediate Prison, and several discharged on 
completion of sentence, leaving but twenty juveniles in the prison at the 
close of the year. . . . 

As regards the discipline, the religious and secular instruction, and 
sanitary 'state of the prisoners, I have continued to receive the zealous 
co-operation of the principal officers of each department m carrying ou 
the directions of yonr Board, and the conduct of the subordinate officers 
in general has been very satisfactory. # . 

The receipts and productive labour of this prison for 1861 amounted to 

£813 15s. 6^c£. . . 

“I certify” that the rules laid down for the government of the prison 
have been complied with for the past year,, except in such cases as have 
been reported to, or brought under the notice of a Director. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

Robert Netterville, Governor. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons. 



Classified Statement of the Number of Offences co mmi tted by the Prisoners 
during the year ended 31st December, 1861. 



Offence. 

Insubordination, - - - 

Disobedience and insolence, - 
Idleness, - - - - 

Communicating and other minor 
offences, - 
Insolence, - 



No. 

4 

37 

1 

68 

18 



Offence. 

Feigned attempt at suicide, - 
Disorderly conduct. 

Breaking from prison (Lusk), 
Breaking brickwork of cell, - 

Total, - 



No. 

2 

- 21 
- 1 
- 1 



- 153 
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Classification of Crimes for which those Prisoners have been sentenced who 
were received during the year ended 31st December, 1861 



Crimes. No. 

Arson, ------ 4 

Assault, ----- i 

,, to endanger life, - - 6 

, , and robbery, 2 

Attempt to murder Prison Warder, 2 
Bigamy, ----- i 

Burglary, ----- 25 

„ and robbery, 7 

,, and larceny, 2 

Cattle stealing, - - - - 12 

Coming, ----- 5 

Cutting and wounding, 2 

Felony, ------ 8 

Escaping from Convict Depot, - 1 

Housebreaking, 9 

,, and robbery, - - 7 

Highway robbery, 7 

Larceny, ----- 33 

, , from the person, - - 20 

, , and previous conviction, - 27 

,, and felony, - - - 4 

Malicious assault, l 



Crimes. jj 0 

Manslaughter, - - _ - 2 ' 

Malicious injury, - j 

Military offences, - - - . og 

Perjury, 

Picking pockets, _ 9 

Receiving money knowing it to be 



stolen, j 

Rape, 

Robbery, ----- 2 

Receiving stolen goods, - - l] 

„ money under false pre- 
tences, 1 

Sheep stealing, g 

Subsequent felony, 7 

Sacrilege, - - ] 

Shooting at with intent to murder, 2 
Stealing Post Office letter, - - 1 

Stabbing, ----- 1 

Uttering forged notes, _ 3 

Uttering base coin, ] 

Total, - - - 269 



Number of Juveniles admitted in association during the year ended 
31st December, 1861, and instructed in trades 



Trades. No. 

Tailors, ------ 1 

Shoemakers, ----- 1 

Garden labourers, ----- 

Smiths, 

Carpenters, 

Remaining on 31st December, 1860, 48 



Trades. No. 

Removed Tailors, 7 

,, Shoemakers, - - - 11 

,, Garden labourers, - - S 

,, Smiths, 2 

,, Carpenters, 2 

Remaining 31st December, 1861, - 20 



Return of Work performed in the Tailors’ and Shoemakers’ Department 
during the year ended 31st December, 1861. 



Men’s shoes made, 

Women’s shoes made, - 
Officers’ slippers made, 
Matron’s slippers made, 

a repaired, - 

Men’s shoes repaired, - 
Women’s ,, _ 

Officers’ slippers repaired, 
Officers’ hoots „ 
Pouches closed, - - 

Uppers „ - 

Military belts closed, - 
Uniform top coats made, 

„ frock ,, ,, 

„ trowsers „ 

„ caps „ 

top coats repaired, - 
„ frock ,, ,, 

„ trowsers ,, 

„ caps ,, 



- 120 
45 

- 46 

- 34 

8 

- 474 

- 357 

- 109 

- 24 

- 3,697 
- 1,364 

- 72 

- 20 
- 28 

- 40 

- 37 

- 34 

- 46 

- 48 

8 



Grey tweed coats made, 

,, trowsers ,, 

,, vests ,, 

Frieze jackets repaired, 

Grey frieze trowsers repaired, 
,, vests ,, 

,, braces made, 

,, trowsers made, - 
Linen sheets repaired, - 
„ shirts ,, 

Flannel drawers made, 

„ vests ,, 

Web braces ,, 

Jackets faced, - 

„ badged, - - - 

Badges made, - - - 

Towels ,, - - 

Calico aprons made, 

Elannel drawers repaired, - 
Kerchiefs „ 



- 10 
- 11 
- 11 

- 197 

- 256 

- 115 

- 78 

- 2 

- 2.461 

- '693 



- 432 

- 48 

- 73 

- 463 

- 388 

4 

- 30 

- 180 
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HEADS OF SERVICE. 

Salaries, ------- 

Victualling, including two officers’ rations. 

Fuel and lighting, - - - - 

Contingencies, - 

Utensils and furniture, - 

Medicines and surgical instruments, 

Medical comforts, - 

Gratuities to prisoners, - 

Travelling charges, - 

Freights and charges, - 

Prisoners on discharge, - 

Prisoners’ clothing, - 

Funeral expenses, - 

Washing and soap, - 

Cleaning prison, - 

Officers’ clothing, - - - - - 

Advertising, ------ 



Rates and taxes. 



31st December, 1861. 


Mountjot 


£ 


S. 


d. 


Govern- 


- 3,399 


5 


8 


ment 

Prison. 


- 1,684 


3 


1 




- 538 


11 


7 


Govemor'x 


93 


19 


6 


Report. 


62 


19 


6 




50 


16 


10 




39 


2 


6 




6 


14 


3 




13 


13 


7 




11 


8 


5 




38 


7 


10 




- 779 


10 


0 




1 


13 


6 




- 140 


8 


10 




56 


18 


4 




- 192 


0 


11 




9 


2 


8 




36 


0 


0 




40 


0 


0 





Total, 



Statement of the Number of Convicts committed and disposed of, from 
1st January, 1861, to 31st December, 1861. 



Received from — 

County and City Gaols, - - 224 

Convict Depots, - - - - 13 

Head Police Office (revoked li- 
cence), ----- 11 
Military Prisoners, - - - 21 

In custody 1st January, 1861, - 252 



Removed to — 

Convict Depots, - - - 263 

Discharged, - - - - 24 

Died, 3 

Lunatic Asylums, 1 

Remaining in custody 31st De- 
cember, 1861, - - - - 180 



471 



471 



Table showing the reported Previous Imprisonment of the Prisoners received 
during the year ended 31st December, 1861. 



Not reported to have been in prison 
before, - 

Once, ------ 

Twice, ------ 

Three times, - - - - 

Four, 

Five, 

Six, „----- 



73 
57 
43 
25 
21 
■ 4 
11 



Seven times, - 
Eight, - 

Nine, , , 

Ten, 

Ten and under fifteen times, - 
Fifteen times and over, - 
Antecedents not known, 



Ages of Phisoneks on Coxvictiox, during the year 1861. 



Under fifteen years of age, 
Fifteen, and under twenty, - 
Twenty, and under twenty-five, 
Twenty-five, and under thirty, 
Thirty, and under forty, 



1 

- 45 

- 105 

- 69 

- 31 > 



Forty, and under fifty, - 
Fifty, and under sixty, - 
Sixty, and over. 



Total, - 



13 

5 

3 

1 

8 



11 

4 

3 



- 269 



Sentences of the Prisoners committed to this Prison during the year ended 
3 1st December, 1861. 



Ten years’ transportation, 


- 3 


Ten years’ penal servitude. 


- 15 


Three years’ penal servitude, 


- 53 


Fourteen 




- 3 


four 


- 104 


Fifteen 


» »> 


1 


Five „ „ 


- 16 


Twenty 


„ ,, 


- 4 


Six 

Seven „ 

Married, 65. 


- 22 
- 44 
2 


Life, - 


Single, 204. 


- 2 
269 


Protestants, 48. 


Roman Catholics, 215. 


Presbyterians, 6 
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MEDICAL OFFICER’S REPORT. 

Mountjoy Prison (Male), 
January, 18G2. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour of laying before you a report of the 
sanitary condition of the Mountjoy (Male) Government Prison during the 
year 1861. 

It is gratifying to me to be able to state, that another year has passed 
without this prison having been visited by any outbreak of disease of 
contagious or epidemic, character. 

Three deaths have occurred during the year 1861 among the inmates— 
two from acute attacks, one from pulmonary consumption. 

Ten prisoners have been recommended for removal from this prison on 
medical grounds : one of them was transmitted to the Central Criminal 
Lunatic Asylum. It is right to state, that this individual never had been 
submitted to the discipline of this prison, having been admitted to hospital 
immediately on his arrival, and there kept under observation until the 
time of his departure. Six of the remaining prisoners, on account of cer- 
tain evidence of tendency to mental disease, were considered unfit for the 
discipline of this prison ; while of the rest, two were blind and one epi- 
leptic. 

The following tables show the comparative state of the health depart- 
ment of this prison since it was first opened in 1850, as well as the monthly 
state of the hospital, diseases of prisoners, &c., during the year 1861 



Year. 


Total No. committed 
to this Prison. 


Number admitted 
to Hospital. 


Deaths. 


1850 


9G2 


253 


2 


1851 


1,075 


355 




1852 


971 


466 




1853 


1,178 


456 


10 


*1854 


1,096 


503 


9 


1855 


1,052 


344 


9 


1856 


841 


292 


3 


1857 


756 


295 


3 


1858 


661 


221 


2 


1859 


600 


210 


1 


1860 


499 


182 


1 


1861 


472 


153 


3 



Hospital Return for the year 1861. 

Number of Prisoners in custody in this Prison 1st January, 1861 , 
Number of Prisoners received in this Prison during the year, 
Patients in Hospital, 1st January, 1861, - 
Admitted during the year, - 

Discharged, 

Removed to other Prisons, - 

Deaths, _________ 

Remaining in Hospital, 1st January, 1862, - 



202 

269 

10 

153 

136 

10 

3 

14 



471 



Deaths. 



Reg. No., 5303; T. C.; ; 



rTViTV t*. "S 6 * 2 * years; received in Hospital, 26th January; 

oied, 31st January, of inflammation of the brain. Reg. No., 5253 ; J. C. ; age, 16 
years ,• received in Hospital, 7th February ; died, 8th February, of inflammation of 
the bowels. Reg. No., 5471; T. B. ; age, 29 years; received in Hospital, 29th 
January ; died, 8th June, of pulmonary consumption. 



* Before this date the admissions to Mountjoy were confined to men of robust health. 
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Admitted, 1861. 


Discharged. | 


Died. 


Remainiug. 


Jan. 1st, in Hospital, 


10 








,, admitted, 


17 


14 


1 


12 


February, 


29 


13 


1 


15 


March, - 


25 


14 


— 


11 


April, - 


26 


16 


! 


10 


May, - 


22 


18 


- 


4 


June, - 


13 


4 


1 




July, - 


21 


8 


- 


13 


August, 


24 


12 


- 


12 


September, - 


21 


9 


- 


12 


October, 


28 


18 


- 


10 


November, 


25 


9 


- 


16 


December, 


25 


11 




14iuHos. 
j 1st Jan., 1862. 



Mountjot 

Govern- 

ment 

Prison. 

Medical 
Officer's 
lie port. 



Diseases of Piusokers admitted to IIospitai, during tlie year 1861. 



Asthma, - - 3 

Abscess in jaw, - - 1 

Chest Disease, - - 3 

Cardiac Affections, - 2 

Chronic Erysipelas, - 1 

Chilblains, - - - 4 

Diarrhoea, - - - 14 

Debility, - - - 11 

Dropsy, - - 1 

Epileptic, - - 4 

Feverish attacks, - 35 

Gumboil, - - - 2 



Glassitis, - - - 1 

Hoemoptysis, - - 5 

Herpes Zoster, - - 1 

Inflammation of bowels 1 
Inflamed Bursae, - 3 

Injury to head, - 1 

Jaundice, - - 4 

Lupus of nose, - - 1 

Ophthalmia, - - 6 

Oedema, - - - 2 

Observation, for, - 15 

Psoriasis, - - - 3 



Piles, - - 2 

Paralysis, - - - 1 

Polypus in ear, - - 1 

Rupture, - - - 3 

Rheumatism, - - 1 

Syphilis, - - - 4 

Stricture, - - - 5 

Scrofulous glands, - 10 

Sciatica, - - 1 

Ulcer of Leg, - - 1 

Total, - 153 

year 1861, - 108 



- 1,348 

31 
3 
49 



Total number of individuals admitted during the 
Prisoners prescribed for in the Prison. 

Individual Prisoners that had change of diet, 

,, that had extra diet, _ 

,, that had extra exercise, 



Prisoners removed during the year 1861, on Medical Grounds. 



Registry No. 


Name. 


Grounds for removal, as stated in letter concerning each case, when 
transference from this Prison was recommended. 


5428 


J. s. 


Since this prisoner has been under my observation, he 
lias given unquestionable proof of insanity. At all 
times his manner is odd, and liis mode of speech, 
especially with reference to religious matters, such 
as leaves no doubt of his insanity. He has been, in 
general, quiet and inoffensive, but on several occa- 
sions, when slightly vexed, he has been very violent. 
(Removed to Dundrum Lunatic Asylum). 


5331 


A. M‘Q. . 


Each of these prisoners has been for some time under 


5185 


J. O’B. . 


special observation ; and although I hesitate to pro- 
nounce either of them as fit subjects for a Criminal 
Lunatic Asylum, yet their marked eccentricity leads 
me to conclude that they are not fit for the discip- 


5462 


j. j. . 


He has lately arrived here from Smithfield. from which 
be has been sent on the grounds of his conduct being 
eccentric, and his having made an assault without 
apparent provocation of any kind ; such a case can- 
not be considered a fit subject for the discipline of 
this prison. 



B 
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Prisoners removed during tlie year 1861, on Medical Grounds continued 



Registry No. 


Name. 


Grounds for removal, as stated in letter concerning each ease, when 
transference from this Prison was recommended. 


5489 


J. c. 


— 

I consider each of these prisoners unfit for the dkcip 


5407 


M. C. . 


line ol this prison on account of great nervousness 
aud irritability ; the former is, indeed, an individual 
of decidedly weak intellect. 


5549 


J. c. 


Blind, and, in consequence, unfit for the discipline of 
this prison. 


5573 


C. P. 


Epileptic. 


5623 


D. B. 


Very infirm and old ; nearly blind. 


5614 


J. E. 


"Who, when formerly an inmate of this prison, gave 
signs of mental disease, on account of which I do not 
think it advisable that he should be now submitted 
to the cellular discipline. 



Prom the foregoing tables it is seen, that, as heretofore, diarrhoea and 
slight feverish attacks form the bulk of the cases treated in hospital, such 
cases quickly recover, and are soon again capable of being submitted to 
the discipline of the prison. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Robert M'Donnell, m.d. 

To the Directors of Irish Convict Prisons. 



PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Mount joy Government Prison, 
January 7, 1862. 

Gentlemen, — In reporting to you the result of my experience for another 
year of the working of the system you have established in this prison, I 
leel truly thankful in being able to repeat and corroborate the opinion I 
have expressed in all my reports for the last five years. During 1861, 
although the total number confined here was much diminished, the proportion 
under my charge was larger than at any preceding period. I could account 
for this only by the fact of there being an extraordinarily large number 
of soldiers, committed for civil as well as military offences, and very 
many Englishmen, whom the increased intercourse between the two 
countries induced to make Ireland the sphere of their predatory opera- 
tions. Here I may remark, that I had often heard it said that the success 
of the Irish system was particularly owing to the peculiarly impressible 
character of the Irish, — that we had to deal with men whose quickness 
and warmth of feeling rendered them peculiarly easy to be dealt with ; 
an d suc h a 'mode of treatment would be quite inefficacious with the less 
excitable temperaments and more calculating minds of the English con- 
victs. My experience has convinced me that such conclusions are quite 
erroneous. Human nature is the same in all, so is the spring which 
must be set in motion to produce proper action. The secret is — how 
to touch that spring, — how to divert the current of thought into a 
channel in which it had never flowed before. The difference, then, in 
the suitable treatment of these men, does not depend upon the generic 
qualities which distinguish classes , hut upon the various peculiarities, 
natural or acquired, which characterise individuals. We must deal with 
men according to the idiosyncrasy of each. Keeping that principle in 
mind, I could not have supposed, and all my experience forbids me to 
believe, that it is more difficult to affect for good the cold, calculating 
Englishman,^ than the thoughtless, impassioned Irishman, The mode of 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




of Convict Prisons in Ireland. 



19 



approach to his mind must be different, the progress may be slower, but Moontjoy 
I have not found that the result was less hopeful. In short, I see the GovERS - 
graad secret of success — to individualize the men. This is carefully done Prison. 

by all the officers in this prison, where the convicts pass the first period 

of their “ penal servitude ? and, in former reports, I have dwelt upon 
the importance of commencing the work upon their minds from the mo- 7 ieponT 6 
ment they first come under our care. Those minds, suddenly separated 
from all external associations, generally present at first a perfect chaos of 
feelings. Solitude, compelling reflection, soon does its work. The pas- 
sions subside, the thoughts become more regular, but they want an ob- 
ject. Past scenes of sin lose now their charm. The mind grows unhappy 
under a craving for some object, which yet it cannot define — it almost 
ejaculates, “ who will show us any good T and that is the moment to lead 
and to encourage it — to say, “ Lord, lift Thou up the light of Thy coun- 
tenance upon us”’ I cannot forbear to add how cordially I concur in the 
wisdom of the decision you so early arrived at ; that in this prison for 
the first few months of their confinement, the men should not be engaged 
in industrial employment, but left to their own uninterrupted thoughts. 

If they had active employment, they would have used it as a means of 
escaping from reflection ; but, by the absence of all other occupation, they 
are thrown hack upon themselves. They are forced to think. The mind, 
undistracted by external influences, begins to assert its supremacy over 
the merely animal nature, and they learn, by reflection, some knowledge 
of themselves. Thus, like the ploughed field, the mind is reduced to a 
state of aptitude for the reception of the good seed which, under the 
divine blessing, may take root downward, and bear fruit upward. Then , 
liow all-important is it to adapt the mode of culture to the nature of the 
soil — how essential is it to individualize the men. 

From this place they pass to Spike Island, where, in association with 
many others, they are placed in an open atmosphere, in which the good 
seed may flourish, if well rooted, or become choked with weeds, or, having 
no root, may wither away. 

From thence they come to the “Intermediate Prison,” where the pro- 
cess of individualization is carefully carried on. This is the crowning 
point of the system. There a latitude is afforded them -which renders 
easy the discovery of the true state of their minds ; and thus the oppor- 
tunity is gained of judging the effect produced upon each man by the 
several processes to which he had been previously subjected. 

In the last stage of “ Penal Servitude” those men are, in fact, at liberty — 
free to reside where they please, with no restraint save the surveillance 
of the police, which, while it is so exercised as not in the slightest degree 
to impede them in earning an honest livelihood, affords an useful incentive 
to them to carry out their newly-formed resolutions, and has, I know, in 
many instances, proved not only a salutary warning, but also a valuable 
safeguard. 

During the past year I have had four most striking instances of the 
value of the system you have established in the Government Prisons in 
Ireland. Previous to its introduction, the convicts were, during the whole 
period of their detention, confined in association, and occupied in indus- 
trial labour, not as now, passing on to liberty through various stages, test- 
ing their progress, and with little or no facilities for individualizing them. 

Having been connected with those prisons from the time they were first 
opened, I have recognized, on their arrival here, some “ returned con- 
victs” whom I had known while undergoing penal servitude under the old 
system. Among them were the four I now refer to. They had, before 
1 85 G, passed through the Government prisons, and been discharged at the 
termination of their sentences. The fact that within a few years after 

B 2 
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tlieir liberation, they again became inmates of a convict prison, is proof 
as to bow little reformation was eflected in tliem under tbe former system. 
On their arrival here, for the second time, they found Mountjoy Prison a 
changed place indeed. During their former sojourn here, they were con- 
stantly occupied — hard at work ; they wrought much and thought little. 
Dor the time they were here last year, they learned to think a great deal. 
Everything tended to lead — nay, to force them to reflection. Their minds 
left to prey upon themselves, became anxious for an object ; and that ob- 
ject was presented to them in books, private conversations, and public 
teaching. Then, for the first time in then* lives, they appreciated the 
et glad tidings” which God’s word proclaims to sinners. The result was 
that each of them left this prison a changed man. In difficult circum- 
stances he may stumble, under great temptations he may fall ; but, in the 
paths of habitual allowed sin, I know that none of them will ever walk 
again. Such is the result of the uew system over tbe former one ; and 
surely, if we had only those instances of men who have been as te brands 
plucked out of the burning,” we, knowing what a single immortal soul is 
worth, might well “ thank God and take courage.” But when the expe- 
rience of nearly six years has shown, that under the present system more 
than three-fourths of those who had been pests of society have been re- 
turned to it, well-conducted, industrious men, we may say, at least, here 
is an answer to the question : “ What shall we do with our convicts.” 

The usual services and ministrations have been carried on by me during 
the year without interruption. And I have only to add the renewed ex- 
pression of the sense I entertain of the undeviating kind attention and 
cordial co-operation I have experienced from Mr. Netterville, the Gover- 
nor ; Mr. Spread, the Deputy-Governor ; Mr. Brown, the Chief Warder : 
and, indeed, from every one of the other officers without exception. 

I have the honour to he, Gentlemen, your faithful servant, 

Thomas R. Shoee, Protestant Chaplain. 

The Chairman and Directors of Government 
Prisons in Ireland. 



ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Mountjoy Government Prison, 
January 2, 1862. 

Gentlemen, — I beg to submit my report for tbe year 1861. 

It gives me much pleasure, in reviewing the past year, to be able to 
give a favourable report of tlie religious and moral condition of the convicts 
committed to my care. 

In the chapel, and through the prison in general, these men conducted 
themselves very properly. They manifested, during the entire year, 
much attention to the religious instructions, and availed themselves of the 
opportunities afforded them of complying with tlie other religious duties. 

Each convict, at the earliest convenience after entering Mountjoy, was 
examined on the leading points of the Christian doctrine. Some were 
found in lamentable ignorance of the mysteries of religion. Many were 
unable to recite the Apostle’s creed, the commandments of God, and of the 
church. To this class of prisoners I devoted special attention. In addi- 
tion to the usual instructions given three times each week, I gave besides 
particular instructions to such men as were found very deficient in the 
knowledge of religion. 
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nf Con aid Prisons in Ireland. 

I desire to record my sense of gratitude to the Governor, Deputy-Govor- Mouswor 
nor, and all the other officers of the prison, for their uniform kindness in 
my intercourse with them. Poison. i 

I am very grateful to the Principal Warder and others for the zealous 

and efficient assistance they rendered me in some departments of my duty. 

Chaplain 3 

I Lave the honour to remain. Gentlemen, your most obedient servant. Report. 

Michael Cody, R. 0. Chaplain. 



The Directors of Convict Prisons, 
Dublin Castle. 



PRESBYTERIAN CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. Pnd&te- 

' ’*•' ’ _ nan 

Mount] ov Government Male Convict Prison, Chaplain's 

January, 1862. Report. 

Gentlemen, — In furnishing my report, at your requisition, for the past 
year, I have to mention that a careful scrutiny of its records enables me 
to repeat the statement of former years, that the retrospect is, with very 
little exception, satisfactory and gratifying. The number of prisoners 
under my care was, as formerly, very small, and no case of unusual de- 
pravity or hopelessness occurred. In the majority of the instances the 
penalty endured within these prison walls was the punishment of the first 
offence committed by the individual against the laws of the country, and 
in none did there appear the hardened, insensible, reckless spirit which is 
so difficult to he dealt with, and which, on the removal of the convict 
elsewhere leaves behind the melancholy impression, that no good has been 
done in reclaiming the unhappy perverse wanderer. There were, to me, 
not a few very decided and very encouraging tokens during the year, of 
salutary impressions produced by the word of God on the minds of several 
prisoners under my care. Being few in number, I was able to individual- 
ize them; and, plying them with scriptural instructions and motives, both 
in the regular services of the Lord’s day, and in cell visitations generally 
twice a week, and, circulating among them a great variety of religious 
and moral works, I feel persuaded that, by the divine blessing, some real 
good was accomplished, conducing to a good life here, and preparing for 
the higher duties and enjoyments of abetter life hereafter. 

I bear willing testimony to the efficiency of management in every 
department of the prison during the year, as far as my observation ex- 
tended, or my duties brought me into contact with the several officials, 
from whom, in all cases, I received that kind and courteous co-operation 
which it has now for many years been my privilege to enjoy. 

In common with others, 1 had much pleasure, during the course of the 
past year, in observing the testimonials of high approval, borne by many 
individuals distinguished by their knowledge of the principles and details 
of social science, to the system of convict management and discipline 
established in this country, and I do record my strong conviction, from 
ample experience, of the suitableness and efficiency of the initiatory stage 
of the process in the prison with which I am connected. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

William Wilson, Presbyterian Chaplain, 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 
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HEAD SCHOOLMASTER’S REPORT. 

Mount joy Government Prison, 
February 18, 1862. 

Gentlemen, — I have tlie honour to submit my annual report for 1861. 

In consequence of the great decrease in the number of prisoners the 
services of one of the schoolmasters were dispensed with, 31st March. 
Another of the schoolmasters, Mr. Dwyer, an able assistant, received a 
portion at least of the recompense due to his labours, in the shape of pro- 
motion to a more lucrative and a more responsible office, 1st June. His 
place lias been supplied by Mr. Purcell, one of the assistant schoolmasters 
of Spike Island prison, who exerts his best efforts for the good of the pub- 
lic service. The post, however, being one where great power of endur- 
ance, and almost inexhaustible energy, are required, Mr. Dwyer’s loss in 
the school must continue to he felt for some time. 

The decrease in the number of juveniles being so very considerable that 
I was enabled, with the Governor’s approval, to devote as much time as 
each of my assistants to the adults, instead of devoting myself almost ex- 
clusively to the instruction of the former class, which has been reduced 
from forty-eight to seventeen. Only two juveniles have been received 
during the year. This circumstance shows the effectual operation of the 
Reformatory Schools Act. Crime has thus been struck at one of its prin- 
cipal roots. 

The juvenile class is, strictly speaking, reduced to seven, the remainder 
being, in point of fact, adults. This apparent anomaly is simply explained. 
A prisoner who appears to be under seventeen years of age, upon entering 
the prison, is classed as a juvenile ; and in one year that prisoner shall 
have reached the age at which, upon admission, he would have been classed 
as an adult. But as it is considered expedient to detain him in the juvenile 
class until he qualifies himself for the privilege of removal to an interme- 
diate prison — or, in case his sentence is too lengthened to aduiit of this 
course, until lie is sufficiently matured in age and knowledge to render his 
transition to the adult class unlikely to be attended with any degree of 
danger to his further improvement. The majority of the present juvenile 
class are prisoners sentenced to lengthened periods of imprisonment j and 
this circumstance alone accounts for their being left behind, as the most 
of them have been some years in the prison, conducting themselves in an 
lc unexceptionable manner.” 

The juveniles are instructed by each schoolmaster iD rotation ; and, as 
usual, the juvenile school is carried on in the evenings, from five till seven 
o’clock, the day being devoted by this class of prisoners to industrial 
training. Their “ industry at school,” with scarcely an exception, is highly 
commendable j and their progress for the past year is very satisfactory. 
Mr. Organ, I am sure, can testify to the superior education of the juveniles 
removed from time to time to the intermediate prison 5 and the Inspector 
of the school always reports very favourably. I have carefully tabulated 
their progress, as well as that of the adult prisoners, in the subjoined state- 
ment (p. 23). 

From the following table it will be seen that nearly thirty-one per cent, 
of the adult prisoners, upon admission, could not read. On last year this 
class wa 3 higher by nearly five per cent., while the per-centage, not know- 
ing how to write, is lower by one and a half this year than last. The 
number ignorant of any portion of arithmetic is fifty-two per cent., twelve 
per cent, lower than last year. Hence, there was a larger number of pri- 
soners knowing how to read, a less number knowing how to write, and 
a greater number acquainted with a portion of arithmetic this year than 
last. On the whole, therefore, the prisoners are very little, if at all, better 
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educated. The progress is a little less in the reading and arithmetic, but Mountjoy 
it is much more in the writing than that of last year with the adults; but 
with the juveniles, the progress in every branch is much greater for the Prison. 
past than the preceding year. _ — 

In my former reports I bore testimony to the progress made by the School- 
juveniles in their industrial training, with the general supervision of which waster's 
' i wa s intrusted. The time I had hitherto spent at this work is now occu- Report. 
pied teaching in the adidt school ; and, under existing circumstances, I 
believe, with far greater advantages to the prison at large. The habits ac- 
quired under my supervision have been steadily persevered in ; the good 
instruction, like seed sown in a properly prepared soil, has borne its fruit. 

The habits of energetic industry have now become a sort of second nature 
in those who have been here sufficiently long to admit of that slow but 
sure transition. The juvenile class has almost become extinct in the 
convict prison ; if the juveniles have dwindled down to -zero, before the 
adults have met with the same fate, it is simply because their number was 
so much the smaller. The adults are diminishing in numbers about in 
equal proportions ; hence their extinction, too, involves but a mere ques- 
tion of time — a few years disposes of them : of course, assuming that im- 
provements in the repression of crime , both inside and outside the prison, 
will keep pace with the times. 



Table showing the Progress of the Prisoners* who passed through Mountjoy 
Male Prison during the Year ended 31st December, 1SG1. 







Numbers. 






Pei-eentages. 




Subjects examined in, 
and Degree 
of Proficiency attained. 


On Admission. 


On Removal. 


On Admission. 


On Removal. 


Ju- 

veniles 


Adults. 


Ju- 1 
veniles 


Adults. | 


Ju- I 
veailca. | 


Adults. 


Ju- . j 
veniles. j ' 


Adults. 


Reading — 
Not, - 


9 


70 




14 


39-0 


30-9 


1 


6-1 


Badly, - 


7 


66 


6 


82 


30-5 


29-0 


2G-0 


36 "1 


Well, 


7 


91 


17 


131 


30*5 


40-1 


74-0 


57 "8 


Totals, 


23 


22? 


23 


227 


100-0 


100-0 


100-0 j 

■ 


100-0 


Writing — 


















Not, 


13 


117 


- 


27 


56*5 


31-5 


17*4 | 


11-5 


Badly, - 


10 


91 


4 


67 


43-5 


40-1 




1 29-S 


Well, - 


- 


19 


19 


133 


- 


8-4 


82-6 


M-0 


Totals, 


23 


227 


23 


227 


100*0 


100-0 


100-0 


ioo-o 


Arithmetic — 


















Not acquainted with any, 
Acquainted with part S. Ti.. 


17 


143 


- 


37 


73-9 


63*0 


- 


66-3 


5 


U3 


6 


110 


21-7 


27-8 


26-1 


18 'a 


Acquainted with part C.It., 


1 


8 


5 


43 


4-4 


3-5 


21-7 


18-9 


Proportion and above, 


- 


13 


12 


37 


- 


5*7 


52-2 


16*3 


Totals, 


23, 


227 


23 


227 


100-0 


100-0 


ioo-o 


100-0 



The organization of the adult school remains unaltered, the only change 
which has taken place being merely a change of teachers. 

* Tills includes prisoners physically or mentally incapacitated to learn any of the .above 
tranches of education ; it also includes prisoners not allowed (on special grounds) the privilege 
of attending school ; but it does not include prisoners removed to another prison before the 
usual period of detention on medical grounds, &c. 
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The teaching of prisoners in the first stage of their imprisonment is very 
laborious ; in the great majority of cases the prisoners are in a frame of 
mind anything at all hut favourable to improvement. Here the prisoners 
have just been torn from their liberty — rather their licentiousness. A 
soreness of mind, for some time, is the natural consequence ; they appear 
fidgety, peevish, and irritable ; and come to school, not for the purpose of 
applying themselves to learn. Gradually, however, they yield to the 
salutary influences by which they are surrounded, and, after some time 
undergo a complete change for the better. 

Taking these circumstances into consideration, it is quite clear that the 
first month (and sometimes two), passes over before the prisoner even 
begins to learn, in the ordinary sense in which the term is applied to pupils 
at school. The progress of each successive month, when the inertia so to 
speak, of the prisoner is got over, may be represented by an arithmetical 
progression — in the first month it is least, in the last month it is greatest ; 
so that it is only natural to conclude that the teachers should regret to 
part with the prisoners at the end of eight months, just at the very time 
that they are advancing at a rate at which both parties, pupil and teacher 
begin to feel well satisfied with each other’s efforts. With the juvenile 
class it is otherwise ; and, consequently , it is that class, and not the adults, 
which has been the means of removing all doubts in the minds of the 
authorities, and other able visitors, as to the efficiency of this school. It 
would have a very depressing influence upon the teachers, now that tlie- 
juvenile class has almost become extinct, if a prospect had not opened of 
having at least a portion of the adult prisoners to remain under our tuition 
during the second as well as during the first stage of their imprisonment. 

As a class, I find the prisoners evincing an anxiety to co-operate with 
the schoolmasters. We have scarcely any complaints to make. Some- 
times, indeed, we find it necessary to bring a prisoner before the Gover- 
nor. seldom this course has to be tried a second time, though it scarcely 
ever happens that a punishment is inflicted. The privilege of attending 
school is seldom forfeited. I have also referred very frequently to the 
complete absence at first of any desire to learn on the part of the prisoners 
in general, in fact an absolute aversion to take instruction, and the man- 
ner in which this great obstacle to improvement is removed. 

I have frequently, in my annual reports, raised my feeble voice in 
favour of the infliction of more lengthened periods of imprisonment than 
those generally awarded to our convicts. Every year’s experience, in 
dealing with prisoners, convinces me more and more of the utter hopeless- 
ness of reclaiming a hardened and habitual criminal, under a less sentence 
than seven years, four years of which should be insisted upon as the mini- 
mum imprisonment to be undergone, and the remaining three years the 
maximum remission, as a reward for good conduct and energetic industry 
during incarceration. When a prisoner feels himself, with a sentence of 
seven years on his back, and knows that by strenuous efforts on his own 
part three years out of that long term may he cancelled, as far as actual 
imprisonment goes, that prisoner is under an amount of salutary pressure 
which baffles mere conception to realize. He feels impelled by the force 
of circumstances to mark out a course of action fur himself diametrically 
opposite to that he would choose if he could afford to indulge his own 
vitiated tastes, depraved inclinations, and indolent habits. Before decid- 
ing on which line of action lie will adopt, the prisoner gives a deep, 
thoughtful, and serious consideration to the question — -whether he will 
lay his mind to work out his liberty by honest ejfoi'ts, or persist in his old 
career of indulging every desire as far as lie is able. In the great ma- 
jority of cases the latter would he selected, were not liberty valued by 
the convict as the most precious of all earthly possessions, without which 
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every sweet is but a sour, tbe gratification of appetite lacks relish, and Mountjoy 
the indulgence of desire is without enjoyment. 

The difference between a prisoner with a long and one with a short sen- Prison. 
tence, both men standing aide by side in the same class, is so marked as ~ — 

to attract the attention of any man with a particle of observation. The School- 
tendency of the former is to gravity and seriousness, the other to vivacity master's 
and levity, which, of course, is not tolerated for an instant ; but still the Re P ori - 
tendency exists, because I have had frequently, with this class of prisoners, 
to repress these symptoms, which I do the moment I detect them. The 
sad consequences of a life of crime have come down so heavy upon the 
prisoner afflicted with the burden of a long sentence, that he feels at last 
thoroughly physicked with his former dishonest way of living j and the 
thought of returning to it again when his imprisonment is over seldom 
enters his mind without creating disgust and abhorrence. When such a 
thought is suggested by an occurrence in the class, the effects are percep- 
tible on the countenances of all the prisoners, the long-sentenced and the 
short-sentenced painfully contrasting with each other, the former plainly 
indicating a settled aversion to their former life, the latter an affection 
perhaps as warm as the first momeut they became enamoured with the 
prospect of having abundance without work, liberty without restraint, and 
indulgence without limit. It takes something immense to chill the heat 
of such a depraved fondness, and to deaden the effects produced by the 
reminiscences of scenes where, for years, the grossest licentiousness was 
too often indulged in. In some it requires a greater, and in others a less 
dose i but in general, with very few exceptions^ indeed, a sentence of 
seven years produces the full effects desired. 

So long as a prisoner is still in love with his previous avocations, all 
chances of his reformation are completely shut out. “ The thin end of the 
wedge” must be first got in before tbe thick part can be driven home. The 
reformation of a prisoner, as a general rule, commences when the Judge 
passes the long sentence. The dock is the place to bring a prisoner to his 
senses. A seven years’ sentence breaks upon a prisoner’s ear like a thun- 
der-clap — he becomes panic-struck — a terrible reality stands out before 
him — the cheering expectations of shortly-returning felicity are sternly 
dashed from him ; and he feels himself, at once, wrung from the wild, un- 
fettered gratification of self, and thrust into the narrow limits of a prison 
cell, where he lives deprived of every thing that heretofore indulged his 
appetite. His future career, for a long number of years, must be the very 
opposite of his past life — seven years of past joy (if it can he called such), 
is to be followed by seven years of grief. He feels now how dearly -bought 
his past enjoyments were. 

Amongst the l{ returned” convicts are a large number that I do not con- 
sider at all as hopeless. Many of this class have received much mor9 
lengthened sentences than those inflicted upon them on their first commit- 
tal to penal servitude. A long sentence offers great hopes even of the 
most obdurate of the convict type being ultimately reclaimed. But I 
deeply regret to firnd that a few have “ returned” with short sentences. 

In conclusion, I beg to tender my best thanks to the Governor and 
Deputy-Governor for their uniform kindness and courtesy. Mr. Browne, 
the Chief Warder, deserves my wannest acknowledgments for his valuable 
co-operation with me to promote harmony in the working of my depart- 
ment with that over which he immediately presides. 

I have the honour to he, Gentlemen, your very obedient servant, 

Edward M'Gatjran, Head Schoolmaster. 

The Chairman and Directors of 
Convict Prisons in Ireland. 
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Eighth A-tmudl Deport of the Directors 



Spike 

Prison. SPIKE ISLAND. 

Directors' 

Report. 



Since the last Annual Report there has been no change or event 
to notice in connexion with this prison, except the discontinuance 
ot the occupation of h ort Camden (at the mouth of Cork Har- 
bour,) as a station for convicts in the intermediate staf'e. The 
diminution in the number of prisoners at Spike Island (from whence 
this station was supplied with eligible prisoners), in connexion with 
the similar state ot the other convict prisons, rendered it unneces- 
sary to. retain Fort Camden as an Intermediate Prison ; and, accord- 
“W> l “ the m °nth of J une last the convicts confined there were 
removed to Lusk, and the Fort Buildings which had been occupied 
tor prison purposes were given over to the War Department. It 
was also arranged that the movable Iron Prison Huts at Fort Cam- 
den (as well as those at Fort Carlisle, which station had been dis- 
continued earlier in the year), should he given over temporarily 
tor use by the War Department in connexion with the extensive 
fortifications to be constructed by contract labour at both these 
stations. 



T 'c ^continuance of Fort Camden as an Intermediate Prison, 
ana ot Port Carlisle previously, as above-mentioned, has rendered 
practicable a considerable reduction in the number of subordinate 
officers on the staff of Spike Island Prison, without, however, 
requiring any addition to the staff at other stations to which the 
prisoners from 1 ort Camden liave been removed. 

No practical inconvenience lias resulted from these changes. A 
c ass ot prisoners, similar to that till recently located at Fort Carlisle 
and consisting of men next for the Intermediate Prisons, has been 
toimed at fapike Island, and employed on special works separately 
from the other prisoners. 1 1 

It may here be observed, that experience has shown that the 
practice ot marking advancement in prison stages, not merely by 
increase' gratuities, and the use of a particular dress or badge, but 
so a. ,lct . y separating the superior classes, as far as possible, from 
the others m the same prison, has been found quite free from the risk 
, twv?Ti! er30 , US k, ave a PI ir ehended from it, viz., that the abstraction 
• e er mass from among the general body of prisoners, would 

ave a mass of vhicli the majority would consist of ill-disposed 
men, encouraging each other in misconduct in opposition to prison 
®... a J act ^ s > that this latter body has been found to 

c nsis c lefly of those who, like so many of their predecessors, 
ere c.im nng by good conduct towards the superior classes, and 
a minority formed of the ill-disposed prisoners who must be 
oun in all prison communities, and for whose repression ordinary 
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prison rules are in most cases fully sufficient. The arrangement is Spike 
only a further application of the system of classification, which, to 

be effectual, depends so much on the practice of individualizing the _ 

prisoners ; a practice which we hold to he of the greatest import- 
ance in effecting their proper management and progressive im- 
provement. 

The conduct of the officers during the past year has been gene- 
rally very satisfactory ; and it has been unnecessary in any instance 
to have recourse to dismissal, or to the infliction of any serious 
penalty for breaches of the prison regulations. 

The Local Inspector and Governor report favourably of the 
general conduct of the prisoners. In only a few cases have the 
Directors been obliged to order the infliction of punishment of a 
serious nature ; and during this year it has again been unnecessary 
to have recourse to the infliction of corporal punishment. 

The general industry of the prisoners has been satisfactory. As 
in previous years they have been employed on the public works in 
connexion with the fortifications on Spike Island, and general labour 
at the Naval Depot at Haulbowline, and in such prison work as was 
necessary for the service of the establishment. 

The estimated value of their labour is detailed in the Appendix 
annexed to the Governor’s Animal Report. 

The Medical Officer reports favourably of the general health of 
the prisoners, and of the sanitary condition of the prison. No 
death has occurred among the prisoners during the period of this 
Annual Report. 

The religious and moral condition of the prisoners has been in 
general satisfactory, as shown by the Reports of the several_ Chap- 
lains, whose efforts for the spiritual improvement of the prisoners 
we believe to have been generally received by them with an evi- 
dent disposition to profit by the means of religious improvement 
which have been thus afforded. 

The same is to he stated of the attention of the prisoners to their 
school instruction. Then* progress has been satisfactory to the 
Schoolmaster, whose attention and successful management of the 
school have again received the approval of the Inspector on the 
occasion of his periodical examination. 

The buildings occupied for the purposes of the prison are gene- 
rally in good order and repair, and are regularly maintained in 
that condition by the War Department. 

The expenditure of the establishment for the past year is shown 
in the Governor’s annexed Report, and includes nothing beyond 
the ordinary necessary items of the prison accounts. 

In concluding our observations we must remark that on the in- 
tended closing of Philipstown Invalid Convict Depot, it will he 
necessary to remove to Spike Island the now small proportion 
which is remaining of invalid prisoners. Among that class are 
some who are more or less irresponsible for their acts, on account 
of mental weakness, though not being actually insane. The intro- 
duction of this class of prisoners into a prison establishment not 
constructed or well-suited, as Philipstown Prison was, for their pecu- 
liar management, must he expected to cause some inconvenience at 
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Spike Island, but it has been inevitable under the circumstances- 
and we do not doubt, that under the direction of* the Local Inspec- 
tor and Governor, and the attention of the other superior officers 
of the prison, this inconvenience will not materially affect the ^ood 
order and discipline which has been attained and now so creditably 
prevails throughout the establishment. 

Walter Orofton, Chairman , 

I. S. Whitty, Director . 



LOCAL INSPECTOR’S REPORT. 

Lublin, March, 1862. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour to forward the Annual Report of the 
Governor of Spike Island Prison, for the past year. 

The conduct of the subordinate officers during the past year has been 
very satisfactory. The conduct and industry of the prisoners has been 
good ; in most cases they continue to show great anxiety as to their 
progress in classification. A considerable diminution has taken place in 
the number of prisoners whom it was found necessary to place in the penal 
class. There has been an almost total absence of insubordination, or dis- 
position towards violence to officers. 

The health of the prisoners has been remarkably good. No death 
occurred during the year. 

The employment of the prisoners has not varied from that described in 
former reports, with the exception that convict labour has been discon- 
tinued at Forts Camden and Carlisle, and that tramways have been, during 
the past year, extensively used upon the public works at Spike Island. 
Irrespective of the saving of labour which must result from the use of 
tram-roads, their introduction has been beneficial to the discipline of the 
prison, the. convicts not being, as heretofore, broken up into numerous 
small parties, over which it was extremely difficult to maintain proper 
supervision. 

The prisoners have attended school, under the usual regulations ; they 
appear to be attentive, and, in many instances, make very considerable 
progress. 

. Luring the past year the Intermediate Prison at Camden Fort has been 
discontinued. The special class of prisoners hitherto located at Carlisle 
Fort has been removed to Spike Island. Prisoners becoming due for In- 
termediate Prisons are now removed to Smithfiekl. The class of prisoners 
formerly located at Carlisle Fort are now formed into a special class at 
Spike Island, haying special employment during the day at the Naval 
Lepot, Haulbowline, and in the evenings, special instruction from the Head 
Schoolmaster, so far as is practicable. Each prisoner of this class is 
prepared, and his fitness for an Intermediate Prison tested. It is not, 
however, possible to do thi3 as fully as when Carlisle Fort was available 
for this purpose.. In like manner, the loss of Camden Fort will, I fear, 
be felt to a certain extent ; it afforded, in most cases, a sufficient test as 
to.a prisoner’s fitness for the more extended privileges of the Lublin 
prisons. 

In consequence of the removal of the convicts from the Forts, a reduc- 
tion of the staff became practicable — one principal and nine subordinate 
officers were discharged. Owing to the removal of the Intermediate 
prisoners from Camden Fort, I am unable to speak as confidently as usual 
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as to tlie results of the Spike Island training on the prisoners. So far, Spike 
however, as I have been able to judge from the conduct and disposition 

of the prisoners at Spike Island, I believe the results may he considered * ’ 

to be at least as favourable as in former years. Local 

Dnring a considerable portion of the past year I have been employed I ^ ec ^ ors 
in Dublin ; during that period I have also frequently visited Spike Island, epo 
and as far as possible carried out my duties as Local Inspector. 

I believe that the rules laid down for the government of the prisons 
have been complied with, excepting in such cases as have been brought 
to a Director’s notice. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

J. Baelow. 



GOVERNOR’S REPORT. Governor's 

Spike Island Government Prison, January 25, 1862. Re P° rt - 

Gentlemen, — In accordance with your directions, I have the honour to 
submit my Annual Report on the state of this prison for the year ended 
the 31st December, 1861. 

The subordinate officers have in general been attentive and diligent 
in the discharge of the important duties with which they are intrusted. 

One officer was discharged as being inefficient and unfit for the service, 
and one other allowed to resign. 

The withdrawal of all the convicts from Forts Carlisle and Camden 
admitted of a considerable reduction being made in the staff, and a conse- 
quent reduction in the expense of the establishment. One principal 
warder, and nine of subordinate rank, were discharged on superannuation 
in the month of November. 

The Chief Warder and the Principal Warders discharged their re- 
sponsible duties with diligence and zeal. 

The treatment of the prisoners has been in strict accordance with the 
rules laid down, and their respective sentences have been duly carried 
into execution. 

With the exception of a few employed in trades — chiefly in repairs, 
and the ordinary fatigue work of the prison — the others were all employed 
on public works similar to those described in former reports, viz., some 
forty men on the Naval and Ordnance works at Haulbowline, and the 
remainder — (and chief portion) — under the direction of the Royal Engi- 
neer Department on the public works in progress on Spike Island. 

The only new feature in connexion with the execution of the works 
has been the introduction of tramways and railway trucks, a vast im- 
provement on the old system of hauling the trucks by bodily labour ; as 
by laying the tramways with a gentle incline, the full trucks run out and 
empty themselves with little or no assistance, thereby greatly facilitating 
the progress of the works. 

The average number of convicts employed daily on the public works 
during the year was 378'449. and the estimated value of their labour 
£10,039 12s. 

With regard to the prison buildings, there were no alterations or re- 
pairs of any importance during the year. I have already reported on the 
state of the roof of the church, which requires something done to prevent 
leakages. The other buildings are in a fair state of repair. 

I am not aware of any existing abuses in the prison. 

There have been no escapes of convicts, or attempts to escape, during 
the year. The conduct of the prisoners generally has been very good, 
and with few exceptions they have shown a ready and willing obedience 
to the rules. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Spike 

Island 

Pkison. 

Governor’s 

Report. 



30 Eighth Annual Report of the Directors 

The establishment of tlie penal and probation labour classes for trouble- 
some and badly disposed prisoners, and the extra supervision and strict 
discipline enforced in these classes, have done much good from the deter- 
rent effect they produce on the minds of the prisoners. 

In no case was it necessary to resort to corporal punishment j and the 
fact of there having been only one single case of an assault on au officer 
is of itself the most conclusive proof of the discipline aud disposition of 
the prisoners, especially when it is considered the great number of men 
with different temperaments, who are in association daily on the public 
works. 1 

The Chaplains .of the respective religious persuasions, have been earnest 
in their co-operation for the maintenance of order and discipline, as well 
as in the more important duties of their own office. 

^ The day and evening schools have been regularly attended, and the 
Schoolmasters attentive and zealous in the discharge of their duties. 

No death occurred during the year. 

Owing to the reduction in the number of convicts, the detached prisons 
of Carlisle and Camden Forts were closed, the former in the month of 
February, the latter, in June, and the buildings duly handed over to the 
War Department. 

The class of prisoners formerly sent to Fort Carlisle are now located 
here in the B prison, under the designation of the “ Special Class,” and 
are employed in the Ordnance and Naval Works at Haulbowline, 
apart from the other prisoners, till eligible for removal to Smithfield and 
Lusk Intermediate Prisons, Dublin. 201 attained the required qualifica- 
tion, and were removed during the year to the Intermediate Prisons. 

In very many cases I observe a favourable contrast in the latter stages 
of a prisoner s sentence, to his careless and sullen demeanour during the 
first stages on the public works ; he becomes a new and more rational 
being, serious and thoughtful a3 to his future prospects, and this is strongly 
evidenced by his eagerness and anxiety to qualify in classification, <ic. 3 
so as. to enable him to reap the advantages of the Intermediate Prisons ; 
and in this respect the system of classification established by the Direc- 
tors is such as to afford a correct record of his conduct in school, discip- 
line, and industry, from the first day he entered the Convict Prisons, so 
that every instance of misconduct, or an idle hour, either at school or on 
the public works,, all militate against him in the latter stages of his 
sentence, and detain him from being qualified for the Intermediate Prisons 
at the prescribed period of his sentence. 

Captain Barlow, Local Inspector, has been latterly performing the 
duties of a Director, in Dublin Castle, and making regular periodical 
visits to Spike Island. ° ° ■ 

The usual financial and statistical returns for the year are forwarded 
herewith. 

p ^ rnf* ^ e P tem ^ er kst, the Right Honourable Sir Robert Peel, 
.bart., Chief Secretary for Ireland, visited, and after a careful inspection, 
v as pleased to express his satisfaction with the condition and manage- 
ment of the establishment. 

I hereby certify that the rules laid down for the government of the 
prison have been complied with during the past year, except in such cases 
as have been reported to, or brought under the notice of a Director, or 
ot the Local Inspector. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

Peter Hat, Governor. 

The Chairman and Directors of Government Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 
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Return showing the Crimes of 528 Convicts in Custody, December 31, 1861. 



Murder, - - - - 10 

Shooting at witli intent to murder, 3 
Manslaughter, - - - J 9 

Stabbing, Cutting, and Wounding, 3 
Grievous, felonious, and malicious 
assaults, - - - - 17 

Assault and robbery, - 3 

Highway robbery, - - - 14 

Rape, - - - S 

Administering poison, - *2 

Perjury, - - - - 1 

Porgery and uttering, - 4 

Arson, and attempt at arson, - 14 

Burglary, and c; robbery and burg- 
lary,” - - - - 103 

Housebreaking, and housebreaking 
and robbery, - - - 21 

Robbery, - - - - 10 

Felony, - - - - 22 

Larceny, and larceny and former con- 
viction, - - - - 89 

Stealing from person, - - 43 

Larceny from person and stabbing, - 3 

Receiving stolen goods, - -19 

Sacrilege, - - - - 7 



Attempting to compel to quit, - 2 

Appearing in arms, and attempting 
to compel to quit, - - 4 

Appearing in arms at night, and at- 
tacking dwelling, - - 1 



Assaulting dwelling, - 2 

Appearing iu arms, and breaking 
iuto a house, - - 2 

Appearing in arms, and taking a 
gun, - - - - 1 

Writing and posting threatening 
notices, - - - 1 

Being a member of an unlawful so- 
ciety, and Whiteboy offence, - 2 

Prison breach, and aiding a prisoner 
to escape, - - - - 2 

Larceny and prison breaking, - 1 

Bestiality, - - - 2 

Putting a stone on the Killarney 
Junction Railway, - - 1 

Coining and uttering base coin, - 5 

Obtaining goods under false pre- 
tences, - - - - 1 

Malicious injury to machinery, - 1 

Bigamy, - - - 1 

Cattle stealing and killing, - 14 

Horse stealing, - - - 8 

Ass stealing, - 5 

Sliecp stealing, - 20 

Military offences, - - - 30 

Mutinous conduct, firing on Her 
Majesty’s troops of the fine, - 1 

Total, - - 528 
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Return showing the Dumber of Convicts in Custody, committed and disposed 
of, for Year commencing 1st January, and ending 31st December, 1861. 

1st January, 1861— I how disposed of. 

In custody, - - - 609 3 1st December, 1S61 — 



Committed from — 

Bermuda, - - - 18 

Gibraltar, - - - 4 

Mount joy, - ISO 

Pliilipstown, - - 15 

Cork County Gaol, - 3 

229. 



Total, - - 838 



Remaining in custody, - - o28 

Removed during the year to — 
Smithfield, - - 20] 

Pliilipstown, - - 33 

Mountjov, - - 3 

Richmond Bridewell, - 2 

Cork County Gaol, - 2 

Discharged on commutation 
of sentence, - -12 

,, completion, 39 

Released on Orders of Licence, 18 

310 

Total, - - 838 



Return showing the Sentences and Ages on Conviction of 52S Convicts in 
Custody, December 31, 1861. 



SENTENCES. 

Three Tears’ Penal Servitude, 

I” "• : 

§S™» ” ” 

I™ ” 

Twelve ;; ;; : 

Fourteen,, ,, 

Fifteen „ 

Twenty, „ „ - 

Life, 



- 72 

- 161 

- 9 

- 34 

- 78 

- 14 

- 3 

- 48 

- 2 
_ 4 
- 6 

- I 

- 14 



SENTENCES. 



Ten Years' Transportation, 


- 13 


Fourteen,, ,, 


- 11 


Fifteen „ ,, 


- 30 


Life, 


- 28 



446 | 

Total, - 528 



82 
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AGES ON CONVICTION. 



Under Twenty Years, 

Twenty and under Twenty-five, - 
Twenty-five and under Thirty, 
Thirty and under Thirty-five, 
Thirty-five and under Forty, 
Forty and under Fifty, 

Fifty and under Sixty, 


101 

19S 

116 

59 

21 

21 

12 


Total, - 


528 



Absthact Account showing tlie Estimated Y alue of the Phoductite Labour 
of the Prisoners, and the Number Employed, during the year ended 31st 
December, 1861. 



How Employed. 



PRISON WORK. 

Tailors, - 
Shoemakers, - 

Smiths and Nailers, - 
Carpenters, - 
Painters, - 
Tinmen, - 

Labourers in Prison Garden, &c., - 

Washing in Laundry, 

Bakers, - 
Cooks, - 

Fatigue work, Cleaning, Messing, &c., 
ROYAL ENGINEER WORKS. 

Carpenters and Sawyers, 

Smiths, - 

Masons and Stonecutters, - 
Labourers on Public Works, 

On Prison Pep airs, cleaning Water- 
tanks, &c., - 

NAVAL AND WAR DEPARTMENTS. 

Labourers at Haulbowline, - 
Picking Oakum (on wet days, &cA 
for Naval Stores, - 



Total, 



DailyAverage 
number em- 
ployed for 
301 days 


Estimated Value 
of Work per- 
formed. 






£ 


s. 


d. 


13 




494 


0 


0 


8 




304 


0 


0 


2 




100 


8 


0 


o 




100 


8 


0 


2 




91 


4 


0 


1 . 




30 


8 


0 


25 




380 


0 


0 


9 




273 


12 


0 


6 




273 


12 


0 


6 




91 


4 


0 


23 


97 


349 


12 


0 


8 


425 


12 


0 


5 




266 


0 


0 


32 




1,702 


8 


0 


256 




6,485 


6 


8 


4 


305 


101 


6 


8 


34 


861 


0 


8 


39 




197 


12 


0 














475 


- 



Total. 



£ 



d. 



2,500 8 0 



8,980 13 4 



1,058 16 8 
12,540 0 0 



Daily Average Number at Works during the Year, 
V T , „ »» not at Work (at School, in 

Hospital, &c.), - - . 



475 

52 



Total Daily Average, - 527 



Statement of the Prison Expenditure for the year ended 31st December, 1 861. 



Salaries, - 
Provisions, _ 

Fuel and lighting, _ 

Alterations and repairs of prison. 

Rents, rates, and taxes, - 
Contingencies, ■ ” 

Utensils and furniture, - 
Soap and scouring and cleaning articles. 



£ s. d. 
6 , 542 11 5 
5,169 3 7 
1,058 18 1 
114 17 1 
75 0 0 
360 16 6 
77 15 6 
27 16 1 
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Statement of the Prison Expenditure for the year ended 31st Dec., 1861— con. 



Medicines and surgical instruments, - 
Medical comforts, - 

Gratuities to prisoners, 

Prisoners on discharge, clothing and travelling expenses, 

Prisoners’ clothing, - 

Laundry, -washing for prisoners, - 

Bedding, 

Officers’ clothing, . 

Advertising, - 



£ s. d. 
47 18 5 
17 12 1 
157 19 11 
76 3 5 
1,038 9 10 
445 13 11 
43 17 8 
418 9 9 
28 12 8 
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Deduct sales of pigs, garden produce, &c., 



15,707 15 11 
220 1 1 



Net expenditure of prison, - 15,487 14 1 0 



MEDICAL SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT. 

Spike Island Convict Prison, January 11, 1862. 
Gentlemen, — I beg leave to submit my Report on the sanitary state of 
Spike Island Convict Prison for the year 1861. 

The subjoined Table gives a general view of the hospital state during 
the year : — 



Medical 

Superinten- 

dent’s 

Report. 



Number of sick remaining in hospital, 1st January, 1861, from pre- 
ceding year, - - - - _ _ _ -17 

Number admitted since, to the 31st December inclusive, - - 218 



Total under treatment during the year, - 235 

Of these were discharged cured, - 227 

Died, 

Remaining in hospital on the 1st January, 1862, - - - 8 



Total, - 235 



The following Table specifies the diseases with which the patients ad- 
mitted to the hospital during the year were affected : — 



Fever, continued, - 
Ague, Intermittent, 

Cephalalgia, or head-ache, - 
Phrenitis, or inflammation of brain, 
Mania, - 
Otalgia, or ear-ache, 

Tonsilitis, - 
Catarrh, - 
Bronchitis, - 
Asthma, - 
Phthisis, _ 

Pleurodhiia, acute external pain of 
the chest, _ 

Pleuritis, - 
Pneumonia, . 

Cardiac disease, - 
Dyspepsia, - 

Hepatic, or liver disease, - 
Icterus, or jaundice, 

Colic, _ 

Constipation, _ 

Diarrhoea, - 
Dysentery, - 
Fractures, - 



20 

1 

5 

1 

1 

1 

5 

3 

10 

8 



3 

2 

2 

3 

8 

2 

1 

6 

3 
9 

4 
1 



Contusions, - - - - 19 

Subluxatio, or sprain, - - 4 

Ophthalmia, - - - 6 

Hordeolum, or sty, - - i 

Synovitis, inflamed lining mem- 
brane of joint, - - - 1 

Bursitis, - - - .4 

Rheumatism, - - - 3 

Ulcers, - - _ - 29 

Abscesses, - - - - 21 

Paronychia, or whitlow, - - 1 

Ozaena, or ulcer of the nose, - 1 

Fu run cuius, or boil, - - 4 

Orchitis, - - - - 3 

Lumbago, - - - - 2 

Haemorrhoids, or piles, - - 2 

Burns and scalds, - - - 3 

Sciatica, - - - - 1 

Skin disease, scaly, - - - 8 

Ganglion, or Tendonous Tumor, - 1 

Debility, - - - - 1 

Malingering, - - 2 

Total, - - - 218 

C 
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Eighth A?inual Rejwrt of the Directors 

Number of prisoners in custody at Spike Island, and the Forts Cam- 
den and Carlisle, on the 1st January, 1861, - - _ . g 09 

Daily average, inclusive of the Forts, the former of which was closed 
on the 30th June, and the latter on the 25th February, 1861, 

Daily average for the year 1860, - 

Daily average number of extern patients, - 
,, ,, for the year I860, - 

Daily average number of patients in hospital, - . 

,, ,, for the year 1860, - 

Number of prisoners transferred to Spike Island during the year, 

It is very satisfactory to me to be enabled to report most favourably of 
the health of the prison during the year which has just closed. 

A comparison of the foregoing tabular returns with the last and those 
of preceding years, will demonstrate a continued improvement in its sani- 
tary state. There was nothing peculiar or unusual in the character of 
the sickness that prevailed, with the exception of a single case of mania, 
which was clearly traceable to a deranged state of the digestive system 
and constipation, and yielded to suitable treatment. 

The two cases of malingering were weak imitations of the preceding • 
they were readily detected, and met with the appropriate treatment. ° * 

There was no outbreak of any epidemics and the acute diseases, Loth 
febrile and inflammatory, were, for the most part, of the mildest form. 

No death occurred during the year ; and it is very gratifying to be 
enabled to state that I was not called upon to recommend a single pri- 
soner for removal to the Central Lunatic Asylum. 

In conclusion, I beg once more to call your attention to the diligence 
and zeal ol Mr. O’Connell, the Hospital Assistant. I have no hesitation 
in saying that it would be difficult to find an officer more worthy of pro- 
motion or advancement. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Jeremiah H, Kelly, Medical. Superintendent. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons. 



- 526 

- 600 
■ 19 
- 22 
- 8 

- 9 

- 229 



PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Spike Island Government Prison, January 8, 1862. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour to present my Report for the year 
ending olst December. During the past twelve mouths I celebrated 
divine service fifty-six times, Laving, at all times, no matter bow incle- 
ment, succeeded in crossing for this purpose j catechised prisoners seveDty- 
fte\ eu times j administered the Holy Communion on four different occa- 
sions ; visited the sick in hospital forty-eight times ; the solitary cells on 
thirty occasions ; also the prison school. 

I have to report favourably of the prisoners under my charge, no 
instance occurring among them of disrespect or levity • but, on the con- 
trary, the most serious and exemplary demeanour whenever they have 
conie under my notice. The number has somewhat increased within this 
period, (5wing to the works being discontinued at Fort Carlisle and 
Camden, also in consequence of additional drafts from Mountjoy and 
Pbilipstown. For their use, I applied some time since, through the 
Governor, for an additional grant of religious hooks, as well as to meet 
other exigencies j and have to return the Directors thanks for acceding to 
my application, as the books I selected for their use are well suited for 
their perusal at the only hours they have time to read. The addition to the 
old library, or rather the furnishing of a new one, was a great boon, many of 
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the books being full of valuable information, which the prisoners fully Spike 
appreciate. The few of our men who were confined to hospital during Island 
the year, were so either from colds or hurts received on the works, none • P rison - 
of which proved serious. The offences of the men confined in the cells Protestant 
were also none of them of an aggravated character. Chaplain's 

I cannot speak too highly of the attention of the Schoolmasters, and Re ^ rL 
their admirable method of instruction, which, whenever I visited the 
school, I have not failed, to observe, as well as the decided attention and 
desire to improve manifested by the prisoners ; and I am sure many of 
these men will have reason to be thankful for the sound and excellent 
instruction they there received. 

The excellent condition of the prison, and the method of supervision 
carried out by the Governor, and under him by the Chief Warder, has 
commended itself to all who have visited this establishment, so that it is 
unnecessary for me to advert to it further; and I have only to add, how 
obliged I feel to the Officers of the establishment for the attention shown 
to me during the year that has now drawn to a close. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your very obedient, humble servant, 

J oseph G. Boucher, Protestant Chaplain. 

The Directors of Government Prisons, 

Castle, Dublin. 



ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. Romail 

Spike Island, January 24, 1SC2. 

Gentlemen, — In forwarding my Report for the past year, I feel it Kept"*- 
unnecessary to say that the several duties prescribed by the Prison 
Regulations for our guidance, have been duly discharged by my zealous 
reverend assistant and myself. 

We have devoted much time to imparting to the prisoners under our 
care the necessary instructions preparatory to their worthily receiving 
the holy sacraments of Penance and the blessed Eucharist. A lar^e 
number have, happily, profited by our labours in this respect ; and, indeed, 
to the faithful discharge, on the part of these men, of the important spiri- 
tual duties referred to, may be, in a very great measure, attributed 
the good conduct of the prisoners generally with reference to the ohli.ua- 
tions of prison discipline. The example of the well-disposed greatly 
assist our efforts with the indifferent and ill-disposed. 

I have the honour to be. Gentlemen, your very obedient servant, 

T. E. Lyons, Roman Catholic Chaplain. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons 
in Ireland. 



ASSISTANT ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. Assidaht 
Spike Island, January 24, 1862. caSic 
Gentlemen, — My experience of the past year enables me to vary in Chaplain's 
no important feature the statements in my Report of the preceding year. R( ^ orL 
I have pleasure, however, in renewing the expression of my satisfaction 
at the conduct of the Roman Catholic convicts in this prison. I speak of 
the conduct of the men as a body. There are, unfortunately, some among 
them who exhibit great obduracy, and but little inclination to yield to 
tbe influence of religion ; and yet, individuals even of this class are found, 
from time to time, to amend their lives and enter on a course of virtue. 

C 2 
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Tlie association of convicts in prison is accompanied with mauy evils 
that offer most serious obstacles to the success of the Chaplain’s labours. 
It is not necessary to detail here what these evils are ; — they will readily 
suggest themselves to any one who will give the subject a little thought. 
Wise and humane measures, indeed, have been adopted to prevent this 
arising in this prison ; but, notwithstanding, they sometimes unhappily 
make their presence felt amongst us. 

I have laboured during the past year to the best of my ability, in co- 
operation with the Rev. Mr. Lyons, to counteract such evil influences, 
and for the moral and religious improvement of those under our care. I 
believe that our exertions have not been without success. 

It is a gratifying fact that the prisoners, at all times, pay marked 
attention to religious instructions, and exhibit a very edifying demeanour 
whilst assisting at the sacred services of religion. 

Every facility that the discipline in operation here permitted has been 
afforded them of discharging the important religious duties which required 
our special ministrations; and I am happy to add, that on the whole the 
results have been satisfactoiy. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your very obedient servant, 

Daniel Finn, Assistant Roman Catholic Chaplain. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



PRESBYTERIAN CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Monkstown, Cork, January 18, 1862. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour of sending you the following Report, 
as Presbyterian Chaplain of Spike Island, for 1861-2. 

I have, with very few exceptions, visited Spike Island Prison and held 
religious service three times a week. The average number of Presbyterian 
prisoners of late has been about twenty-six. I find them very attentive, 
and I have reason to believe that many are truly convinced of their former 
evil course of life. 

I find the habit I have adopted of making all who can read, read verse 
about in the Bible-Class, has greatly improved their reading. In saying 
this, I do not wish to detract from the merits of the Schoolmasters, who 
display the utmost zeal and painstaking in the instruction of the prisoners. 

The new hooks ordered for the library are very bigbly prized, and 
cannot fail to improve tbe minds, and I trust tbe moral principles, of the 
convicts. I find Chambers' Journal a special favourite. This is fortunate, 
inasmuch as it abounds in useful instruction and examples of success 
among men who have improved their positions in life by honesty and 
good conduct. 

# I 1° state, in conclusion, that nothing can be better than tbe general 
discipline of the prison, and that the Governor affords me every facility 
for the right discharge of the duties of my office. 

I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen, your faithful servant, 

Chas. B. Gibson. 

To the Directors of Irish Government Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 
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Spike 

HEAD SCHOOLMASTER’S REPORT. Island 

Prison. 

Spike Island, January 10, 1862. Head~ 
Gentlemen, — Another year, devoted to tlie education of the erring ones School- 
of our country, lias passed away, and at its close your circular, as usual, 
calls forth my Annual Report. r ' 

The influence of education on the actions and pursuits of mankind had 
not been duly understood or appreciated until its connexion with the dis- 
coveries of modern times, which rendered it obvious; hence the strenuous 
efforts by the state, by commercial, manufacturing, mining, and reforma- 
tory societies, to establish and support schools for the teaching and train- 
ing of the children of the multitude, in order to render them in after-life 
good Christians and subjects, skilled artizans andusefnl servants ; but it 
was reserved for special prison instruction to try and prove the feasibility 
of educating the old, ignorant, and confirmed criminals. The mind of man 
being of divine origin, is an active principle, and must be constantly em- 
ployed either in good or evil ; but our propensities being to the latter — 
when we consider how these propensities are wrought upon by the arch 
enemy of mankind — we may easily judge into which channel the thoughts 
of the convicts flowed under the old regime, whilst brooding over tbeir 
misfortunes and sufferings, plotting revenge against tbeir keepers, ejacu- 
lating, tbougb unconsciously, with Byron — “ The blight of life, the demon 
thought.” They were nearly all incapable of reading good books that 
would teach them how to substitute good thoughts for those evil ones ; 
they had not the advantages of school instructions as they now have, they 
were not carefully trained and classified agreeably to merit, as they now 
are, the only restraint upon depravity being the unaided exertions of their 
Chaplains. 

Let me suppose that any gentleman of intelligence and discrimination 
had visited Spike Island previous to the introduction of the present sys- 
tem. What would he behold 1 By day, a number of men dressed in the 
uniform garb of degradation, sullenly and reluctantly tugging at the ropes 
by which they were harnessed to a truck, laden with stones or other 
materials ; others sinking the shaft of a mine, or levelling the hills and 
filling the hollows ; all obeying through fear, unmindful of any other but 
this basest of motives. Should this visitor be permitted to take a night 
view of the prison, — peeping through the circular apertures in the doors, 
wbat would he behold 1 A solitary lurid lamp in each apartment, a num- 
ber of men stretched upon their straitened beds, like a dead mass, devoid 
of animation, the monotony only relieved by an occasional murmur or 
morose complaint, and a corresponding reply of “ silence ” from the vigilant 
turnkey. I now leave this gentleman to draw bis own conclusions, and 
to record them in his memory. 

The month of December, ’61, arrives ; the same gentleman incidentally 
arrives at Queenstown, recollects his former visit to the island, has heard 
of the great reform in convict management, and crosses the lee channel 
in order to ascertain whether report speaks truly or not. He sees a 
strong party of men at the pier, embarking for Haul bowline, dressed in a 
garb uniform in appearance but bright and cheerful-looking also. They 
are superintended by warders, only needing the weapon of “moral force” 
to secure obedience. Proceeding through the island, he meets several 
parties employed as formerly in the various Government works, but indi- 
cating by two distinct garbs, and by blue and red facings on one of these 
garbs, that the different degrees of merit are recorded, and exhibited, and 
rewarded. Visiting the several workshops, he will find some articles well 
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executed by convict artizans. Entering the day-school he will behold 
three teachers, with all the essential appliances, earnestly and actively 
communicating instructions to a large number of attentive prisoners. 

Night approaches — the bell tolls — the sections are gathered and those 

with the gray, the blue, and the red collars, are conducted individually to 
separate apartments, clean, well ventilated, and supplied with a few rude 
necessary articles of furniture. Conspicuous in every little dormitory may 
be seen a small library, consisting of about a score of the most approved 
and useful books published by the Commissioners of Education, with reli- 
gious and other approved works. After a spare but wholesome supper, each 
prisoner— being supplied with a light — sits down to his library, in which 
he finds something to interest and instruct him until eight o’clock, when 
after prayer, he retires to rest. Let our visitor be now conducted by the Ser- 
geant of the Guard to the D and B associated prisons, he will see them well 
but cheaply lighted, with 1 00 men in one, and SO in the other, either 
sitting iu an attentive attitude, hearing short moral lectures from their 
respective teachers, or carefully applying themselves to reading, writing, 
arithmetic, and other useful educational studies. The two hours evening 
school-time terminates, all retire to their dormitories, where those who 
desire to read may assemble around the tables and prosecute tlieir studies 
under the presidency of an educated and judicious warder ; those who 
wish to go to rest may do so, study or reading not being compulsory 
further than the school-hours. Our visitor may now be reminded to look 
“ ° n tins, picture and on that,” but, as before, we leave him to form his 
own opinions ; yet, in reply to his inquiries, we must inform him of the 
nature of the changes, and of the objects contemplated and effected by 
them, as follows : — 

All male convicts pass a certain period in separate cells in Mountjoy 
Prison, their education being carefully attended to. After this period 
they are removed to Spike Island, where they are associated during the 
day on the “ Public Works,” and occupy separate sleeping cells at night; 
attending school in consecutive parties by day for a limited number of 
hours in the week, and having the use of libraries by night, as before 
stated, until they have merited the blue and red collars as marks of dis- 
tinction, and after a prescribed time become eligible for promotion to D 
Prison, where their garb is changed, where they are in association by 
day and by night, under careful and judicious supervision, and completely 
secluded from the previously named classes, in wards, in works, and at 
school, which is kept for them every evening after work, as they do not 
attend the day-school. After a limited time they are promoted to the 
special class in B Prison, where the treatment and training are the same 
as in D ; but they are now eligible to be sent to Haulbowline, to be em- 
ployed in the government works there ; and they are under the special 
instructions of the Head Schoolmaster. When their appointed periods 
Q Fe - Lffl term ^ najtec ^ they are drafted to the Intermediate Prisons of 
bmithfield and Lusk, where they enjoy some further privileges, are made 
sensible of the hopelessness of escaping the consequences of crime, are 
instructed in the ^industrial pursuits likely to secure support for them in 
future, and are finally discharged. I now leave it to this visitor to say 
whether this course of discipline and moral training will be likely to 
render them better members of society hereafter than they were previous 
to conviction. The closing of the prisons in Eorts Carlisle and Camden, 
and the concentration of the schools in Spike Island, enabled you to dis- 
pense with the services here of one of the Schoolmasters, and led to the 
instituting of B Prison evening school, in order to meet the educational 
requirements of the men then in Carlisle, and of those who should he 
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eligible for tlie same class in future. The arrangements, I can safely state, 
Las realized your expectations. 

The day-scliool is open here from SJ, a.m., to 4, p.m. — except the 
dinner hour — and is conducted by myself and my two assistants. The 
evening schools are open for two hours every evening. I teach the B 
school, Mr. Ryan and Mr. M £ Cartan teach the D school. The improve- 
ment, moral and literary, has been steadily progressing through the year. 
Since the return of Mr. Ryan and me from the Forts, the instructions here 
have been more efficient, as none of our time is now wasted in travelling, 
and it is entirely devoted to the schools here. 

Edward Sheeliy, esq., Inspector of National Schools, during his visits of 
inspection on the 13th and 16th of December last, expressed much satis- 
faction at the improved manner and moral tone of the prisoners, and at 
the earnest desire they evinced to improve themselves. 

I cannot overrate the advantages arising from your selecting Mr. 
Murphy to preside over the discipline of B Prison during school and 
reading times. His long experience in Spike Island and Camden Prisons, 
his zeal in the cause of reforms, eminently qualify him for such an office. 

Of my fellow-labourers and myself, I will only say that we are fully 
sensible of the responsibility of our position, and of the account we must- 
render of the talents confided to us ; and that these motives, more than 
emoluments, stimulate us to the cheerful and efficient discharge of our 
duties, so that even the few hours intermission allowed us in the week is 
seldom availed of, but applied to the keeping of accounts or other school 
duties. 

As your object is to afford the greatest amount of instruction at the 
least loss to the labour department — agreeably to your former order — I 
have removed, during the year, many of the junior to the more advanced 
morning classes, thereby increasing the labour without detriment to edu- 
cation, as those removed are capable of progressing by their nightly 
reading, and the half day’s schooling allowed them weekly. 

The conduct of the prisoners lately received here from Bermuda favour- 
ably contrasts with that of former parties. I conjecture that the work of 
reform must have commenced there. 

No act of insubordination or disobedience has occurred in the school 
during the year. 

The state of the schools on the 31st of December last is set forth in the 
following Table. 

In conclusion, I beg to acknowledge the courteous atteutiou which 
Peter Hay, esq., Governor, and Captain J. Barlow, have paid to my sug- 
gestions and applications on educational business. 



Spike 
Island 
Prison . 

Head 

Sc'ioof- 

?nwter'ri 

Report. 



Table showing the State of the Schools on the 31st December. 



Classes. 






Day School. 


D Prison. 


B Prison. 


Total. 


Reading — 
EirstBook, - 






18 


5 


2 


25 


Second Book, 


- 


- 


49 


6 


4 


59 


Sequel, - 


- 




56 


6 


7 


69 


Third Book, 


_ 


- 


92 


14 


13 


119 


Eourtli Book, 


- 


-j 


138 j 


67 


49 


254 


Total, - 


- 


- 


353 1 


98 ' 


75 


526 
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Spike Table showing the State of the Schools on the 31st December — con. 


Prison. 










Classes. 


Day School. 


D Prison. 


B Prison. 


Total. 


Head 










School- 










waster's Writing — 










Report. Making letters, - 


26 


7 * 


2 


35 


Large-hand, - 


25 


2 


1 


28 


Small-hand, - 


302 


89 


72 


463 


Total, - - 


353 


98 


75 


526 


Arithmetic — 










Making figures, - 


18 ' 


6 


3 


27 


Simple rules, - 


199 


28 


33 


260 


Compound rules, - 


67 


12 


6 


85 


Proportion, and above, 


69 


52 


33 | 


154 


Total, - 


353 


98 


75 


526 



From this Table the following information may he gathered : — 

1st. — That the sum of the attendances at the three schools on the 31st 
of December, 1861, was 526. 

2nd. — That all of these except 25 can read, and that 373 of them 
(3rd and 4th classes) can read well. 

3rd. — That all except 35 can write, and that 463 can write small-hand 
fairly and legibly. 

4th. — That all except 27 know some arithmetic, and that 239 are 
learning compound rules, proportion, and above. 

All except 25 have a considerable knowledge of geography, and are 
not deficient in general information * many of them have read some of 
the higher branches. 

The 2-5 who are unable to read are old stolid men, and young men with 
impaired faculties, who are incapable of making any visible progress, 
though their attendance at school may otherwise have a humanizing: effect 
on them. 

I am, Gentlemen, your very obedient servant, 

Michael Harold, Head Schoolmaster. 

To the Directors of Government Prisons 
in Ireland. 



Philips- PHILIPSTOWN PRISON. 

tows Go- . 

vernment It is gratifying to tlie Directors to be able to report respecting 

Prison. thig prison, which is shortly about to be closed, that during the 

Directors' past year its state in all respects has been very satisfactory. 

Report. The conduct of the officers has been commendable, not only 
generally, but, as stated by the Governor in his Report, “ there has 
been no report of a grave character against any of the warders.” 
Notwithstanding the presence among the general body of pri- 
soners of many who from bodily and mental ailments are found to 
he irritable, and, therefore, difficult to manage, the general conduct 
of the prisoners has been good, even more so indeed than in pre- 
vious years ; which good result may, we consider, be fairly attri- 
buted to the careful and judicious application on the part of the 
Governor and Medical Officer, and other superior officers of the 
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urison, of the experience acquired during several years of manage- Philips- 
ment of the peculiar classes or prisoners contmeu in this invalid tebnmhit 
E stablishment. _ PaisoN. 

The occupations of the prisoners have been the same as stated in £, ;redo „. 
previous years’ Reports. Those who, being competent tailors and Report. 
shoemakers, have been sent to this prison as likely to be there more 
profitably employed than in ordinary labour on public works, have 
been usefully engaged in making prison clothing, and in other de- 
scriptions of work suited to their ability ; others have been engaged 
in the ordinary fatigue work necessary for the service of the prison ; 
and invalid prisoners incapable of heavy work have been employed 
at such available light labour as has been suitable for their physical 



condition. 

The industry of the prisoners, generally, has been satisfactory. 
The profits of their labour are given in the Appendix attached to 
the Governor’s annexed Report ; and considering the mixed classes 
of prisoners, and reduced number in the establishment, it appears 



satisfactory. 

The reports of the Chaplains as to the moral and religious state 
of the prisoners, and of the Schoolmaster as to their attention and 
progress in school, are very favourable ; and show that the prisoners 
have willingly taken advantage of the opportunities of improve- 
ment that have been thus afforded them. 

The details of the expenses of the prison are given in the Ap- 
pendix to the Governor’s Report, and require no particular obser- 
vation. 

The repairs necessary for buildings have been only those of the 
ordinary description, and the buildings generally are in sound and 
complete condition. 

Having thus noticed the usual points included in our Annual 
Reports, the Directors have now to state, that in consequence of the 
greatly diminished number of invalid prisoners, for whose treat- 
ment this prison was in a great degree appropriated in the year 
1854, and the vacant accommodation existing in the other Govern- 
ment prisons, they felt it would not he justifiable to continue the 
expenditure for the existing staff of this establishment; and that as 
the staff would not he effective if reduced proportionally to the 
diminished numbers of prisoners, there was no alternative but to 
recommend the closing of the prison (at the end of the financial 
year), and the transfer of the prisoners to other convict establish- 
ments, viz.: — the remaining invalids to Spike Island, and the 
tradesmen to Mountjoy Male Prison, where arrangements have 
been made for dealing with this class distinctly from the convicts 
undergoing separate confinement during their first stage of impri- 
sonment. 

A certain amount of inconvenience must doubtless he expected 
to result from their introduction into a prison intended only for 
convicts employed on public works of invalid prisoners, among 
whom are several weak-minded, irresponsible men, requiring spe- 
cial treatment; and, again, of a number of associated convicts en- 
gaged at trades, as shoemakers and tailors, &c., into a prison, such as 
Slountjoy, designed for prisoners undergoing separate confinement. 
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Philips- The prison at Philipstown lias also become, by gradual alterations 
suggested by the requirements for dealing with the different classes 
Prison-, of prisoners confined there, as complete an establishment of the 
Dimes' kilul “ 3 cou!tl ,je c } esi! ' ecl l and it was, therefore, with regret that 
Report. the Directors felt it to bo their duty to recommend, solely on the 
ground of economy, the closing of this prison establishment 
Though they thus recommended the closing of it, they consider 
that it should be retained in case of its iieing required by the 
Government for reoccupation as a convict prison. 

It would not be doing justice to the Governor, the Chaplains, 
the Medical Officer, the Schoolmaster, and the principal and sub- 
ordinate officers of the prison generally, on the eve of its heiim- 
closed, not. to state that all have zealously performed their duties 
and endeavoured effectually to carry out the objects of this mixed 
establishment, in which there have been many peculiarities and dif- 
ficulties to contend with, owing to the mental and bodily afflictions 
of a large proportion of the prisoners. 

The chief responsibility in dealing with these varied classes lias 
rested with the Governor, Mr. Hogreve, and the Medical Officer, 
Dr. Corr ; and the Directors have much gratification in thus record- 
ing their favourable testimony to the success of the former in his 
steady maintenance of a highly creditable degree of order and dis- 
cipline under such circumstances ; and of the latter, in his firm and 
j udicious treatment of a number of invalid prisoners afflicted with 
serious bodily or mental ailments, some of the latter of whom re- 
quired treatment as actual lunatics,* 

Walter Crofton, Chairman. 

I. S. Whitty, Director. 



Gotemorr. GOVERNOR'S REPORT 

Report. 

Philipstown Convict Prison, 
January 7, 1862. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour to present my Report on the general 
condition and affairs of this prison for the year just passed, at the same 
time appending the usual returns of statistics and expenditure. 

Subordinate Staff . — It affords me satisfaction to report favourably of the 
subordinate staff of this prison; with but very few exceptions they are an 
active and zealous body of men. Their duties have been conducted 
efficiently, and during the year just over there has been no report of a 
grave character against any warder; neither had I received any complaints 
of misconduct when off duty outside the prison walls. I cannot speak 
too favourably of the general intelligence and good moral conduct. 

Convict Employment , — The employment of prisoners is much the same 
as hitherto reported, suitable and useful trades having been established 
some few years since. They still continue in operation, and full employ- 
ment is afforded. I have so fully entered on these subjects in former 

* There are at present ten certified lunatics in Philipstown prison, whose disposal 
on the intended closing of the prison seems uncertain, owing to the want of accom- 
modation in the Criminal Lunatic Asylum. 
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annual reports, that in this I have little to add beyond the experience of Philips- 
another twelve months. The trades taught here have been shoe and boot ’ 
making, tailoring, weaving, carpentry, matmaking, &c. The progress 
lias been considerable, a nd the desire for improvement praiseworthy. Pew 
leave this prison (of course excluding the very delicate, or those incapable 
of receiving instruction), who are not quite able to earn a living if dis- 
posed to do so; and this remark applies more especially to shoemaking. 

It is a trade which prisoners acquire with greater facility than, perhaps, 
any other, and is popular amongst convicts here. They appear to think 
that it affords the best chance of remunerative employment after discharge. 

A return of profits is appended hereto, and considering the reduction in 
numbers, and tliat public buildings have altogether ceased here, I trust 
that the total, or the average profit per head on the effective strength, 
may he deemed satisfactory. 

Sentences The various sentences have been carried out in strict con- 

formity with the prison rules, and the orders dictated by your Board from 
time to time. There has been no well-founded complaint against an officer 
for harshness or undue severity. 

Conduct of Prisoners . — Under this head I am in a position to report 
even more favourably than hitherto both as regards the number and nature 
of offences. With the healthy sane men I had very little trouble ; the . 
reports against these have been comparatively few, and at worst only of a 
class so slight that my limited powers have been ample for the occasion. 

It has been rarely found necessary to call on yon to deal with an offence 
of a grave character committed by any prisoner in health or full possession 
of his faculties, and there has not been occasion for the infliction of corporal 
punishment. I have, however, as hitherto, had difficnlties with the 
irresponsible and eccentric prisoners, and irritable invalids, especially 
with the former, who are excitable, violent, and frequently quite unman- 
ageable in association, and disorderly even when kept temporarily separate, 
insolent and insubordinate to officers, to whom they at times offer violent 
resistance, and extremely quarrelsome with their fellows, unable to restrain 
their acts or expressions, and with whom even the advice of their religious 
instructors is in many cases unavailing. Some estimate of the conduct of 
some men may he found in the fact that of the 135 misconduct reports 
during the year 1SG1, set down on the Default Return in Appendix, sixty- 
four, and the most serious of those offences, have been committed by men 
of the irresponsible class alone, not to mention others directly traceable 
to their contact with excitable invalids, or men who have not sufficient 
command of temper to bear with their peculiarities ; and these figures 
present only too favourable an idea of the trouble given by such men, 
because feeling their unfortunate position in respect of mental incapacity, 

I have not unfrequent recourse to admonition on the spot, in cases where, 
from personal observation, there has been reason to conclude that timely 
advice or remonstrance would be far more salutary than the alternative of 
formal report and separation, which in many cases only tends further to 
excite, while the sanatory consequences are at the very least doubtful. 

Of course treatment in separation is indispensable with particular men of 
very violent habits ; but when resorted to the form is very mild, dictated 
by the Medical Officer, under the special charge of whom such men are 
placed when this measure becomes essential to discipline, or the safety of 
those about them; and the duration of which separate confinement is also 
dependent on his recommendation, together with the class of work and 
exercise; in point of fact, these men, when separate, are actually under 
medical treatment. The able-bodied men are mostly tractable and orderly. 

When led into misconduct, loss of temper is very frequently the cause ; 
indeed, a considerable proportion of the limited number of offences of last 
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year, may be attributed more to impulsiveness than to anv delibo«*. 
infraction of rules or discipline. " Pra e 

Escapes or Attempts to Escape .— There has been no escape from Hi. 

P™°? iD 1S . 6 i’a a, l d - ba t°“ e att , en, P t of tbe kiad - A prisoner who fin 
I860) committed himself similarly, was detected tampering with prison 
fastenings. He was punished by your orders. 1 

School . — The schoolmaster’s report will detail the nature of instruction 
and proficiency of his pupils. I have only to state that the prisoners are 
orderly and attentive, and that during the past twelve months I have not 
had a report for misconduct in school, or inattention under instruction 
while there is reason to believe that the progress has been satisfactory. ’ 
Conduct— Classification . — My former annual reports have so fully treated 
on this subject, that it would seem, on this occasion, unnecessary to advert 
particularly thereto, or to reiterate previously expressed opinions thereon 
I have now only to say that further experience has convinced me of its 
efficacy as an incentive to application, industry, and self-restraint while 
m prison; and these must he regarded as primary essentials to reforma- 
tion, there being at least a reasonable prospect that persons thus rendered 
individually amenable, and for considerable periods, to such influences, may 
ultimately by force of habit (if from no more elevated principle), become 
more useful and respectable members of the community. In proof, the 
prisoners continue to give close attention to their progress in classifica- 
tion. I may here say, that of 141 convicts now under my charge, filtv- 
eight are in the advanced or highest class, and thirty-nine in the first, 
leaving but forty-eight in the lower classes. By far the greater proportion 
of these latter are steady and well-behaved, but being late receptions, they 
have not had time to reach the higher stages of classification. 

Buildings, &c . — The prison buildings are in thorough repair, and I do 
not foresee that any outlay will be necessary during the coming year, 
except for possible storm damages. It will, however, be advisable to keep 
the glass roof on the iron prison and workshops in repair, as from their 
position the woodwork is liable to decay if not painted during the sum- 
mer months. . The sewage is in working order and sufficient, and the ven- 
tilation effective. 

I certify that the rules, laid down for the government of the prison 
have been complied with in every instance, except in such cases as have 
been distinctly reported to, or brought under the notice of, a Director. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

Francis Hogreve, Governor. 
The Directors of Convict Prisons, Dublin Castle. 



Return of Convicts Committed and Disposed of from 1st January to 31st 
December, 1861. 



January 1st, 1861 — 

Number in custody, - . 148 

Effective, _ - j os 

Non-Effective, - 40 

Add received during the vear 

From Mountjoy Convict Prison, 41 
,, Spike Island, ,, 33 

,, Dundrum Lunatic Asylum, 2 



Total, - . 224 



December 31st, 1861 — 

Number in custody, - - 145 

Effective, - - 116 

Non-Effective, - 29 

Add removed during the year — 

To Smithfield Convict Prison, - 27 

,, Spike Island, - - 15 

„ Dundrum Lunatic Asylum, - - 

Discharged, - - - 34 

Died, - 1 

Total, - - 224 
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Return of Conduct, Classification, and Sentences of Prisoners at present in 
Custody. 



CONDUCT classes. 


TRANSPORTATION. 


PENAL SERVITUDE. 


Advanced, - - 58 


For Life, - - 11 


For 2 years (commuted 


First (after 1 st 6 months) 1 8 


,, 15 years, - - 9 


from 3 years), 1 


First (for 1st do.), 21 


,, 14 „ - - 8 


„ 3 „ - - 16 


Second, - - 23 

Third, - - 13 

Probation, - - 12 

Total, - - 145 


„ 10 ,, - - 5 


„ 4 „ - - 33 

,, 5 „ - >2 

„ 6 „ - - 13 

„ 7 ,, - - 22 

» 8 „ - - 2 

„10 „ - - 18 

11 14 „ - 2 

„Life, - - 3 



Total, - - 145 



Return of Crimes of Prisoners at present in Custody. 



Murder, - - - 6 

Shooting at witli intent to murder, 2 
Manslaughter, - - 6 

Assault with intent to Murder, - 2 

„ and Robbery, - - 4 

Grievous and other Assaults, - 5 

Cow stealing, - - - 2 

Sheep ,, 3 

Goat ,, 1 

Coining, - - - - 1 

Arson, - - - - 5 

Burglary, and Robbery and Burglary, 40 
Robbery, - _ _ - 1 

Rape, - - - i 

Uttering counterfeit coin, - 2 

Receiving stolen goods, - - 6 



Highway robbery and assaults, - 5 

Larceny, - - - - 33 

Felonies, - - - - 11 

Feloniously wounding with intent 
to murder, - - 2 

Cutting and wounding, - - 1 

Obtaining money under false pre- 
tences, 1 

MILITARY OFFENCES — 

Desertion, - 2 

Desertion, and making away with 

necessaries, - - - 2 

Insubordination, &c., &c., — 1 

Total, - 145 



Return of Prison Offences, Number 

OFFENCES. 

Gross Insubordination and violent 
conduct, - - - 2 

Insubordination, - _ - 5 

Disobedience and Insolence, - 24 

Assaults on Convicts, - - 1 9 

Theft, . .. . . i 

Idleness, - _ _ 5 

Breach of Prison Rule, &c., Slight 

Offences, - - - - 79 

Total, - - - 135 



of Offenders, &c., during the year 1861. 

Number of Offenders — 72. 

1 Punished 6 times, - - 6 

1 ,, 5 ,, - -5 

8 „ 4 ,, - - 32 



7 


„ 3 „ 


- 21 


16 


,, 2 ,, 


- 32 


39 


,, Once, 


- 39 




Total, - 


- 135 



Number not Punished — 152. 



Return of Employment — Daily Average. 



Tailors,- ... 21-584 

shoemakers, - 28 ‘260 

Carpenters, - .970 

Labourers and Stores, - - 24-926 

hatigue Work, - 6*337 

Cooks and Bakers, - - 5*193 

Weavers and Winders, - 7*336 

laundry, - 2*860 

•Matmakera and Pickers, - 5*630 



Painters, - - 1 *289 



Daily Average Effective and 

Light Labour Prisoners, - 104*385 
DailyAverageNon-Effective (at 
School, in Hospital, Invalids, 
and in Cells), - - - 45*455 



Total Daily Average, - 149*840 
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Abstract of Profit on Prisoners’ Labour for year 1861. 



Manufacturing Department, 
Building and Labour Department, - 
Bakery Department, 

Profit on Pig Feeding, 



£ s. d. 
929 15 11 
696 16 2 
38 5 8 
19 8 3 



£1,684 6 0 

Being a Profit of £16 2s. ad. per head on 104-383 Effective and Light Lab™, 

Prisnnprs ° uul 



Abstract of Expenses for Prison Maintenance during the year ended n l=t 
December, 1S61. ° 



HEADS OF SERVICE. 
Salaries, - 

Victualling, including 
“ Officers’ rations,” 

Fuel and Lighting, 
Prisoners’ Clothing, 
Washing and Soap, 

Officers’ Clothing, 
Incidental Charges, 
Prisoners’ Gratuities, 
Alterations and Repairs 
of Prison, 

All o wane a in lieu of Rat ions 
to Officers, 

Utensils and Furniture, - 



£ s. d. 

2,642 8 4 

1,665 3 1 
729 10 8 
377 14 0 
158 11 2 
143 16 5 
101 17 3 
77 11 11 

62 19 11 

53 1 10 
47 13 11 



HEADS OF SERVICE. 

Discharged Prisoners’ 
Clothing, 

Advertising, 

Medical Comforts, 
Prisoners on Discharge, - 
Freights and Charges, 
Rents, Rates, and Taxes, 
Medicines and Surgical 
Instruments, - 
Travelling Charges, 
Bedding, - 
Funeral Expenses, 



£ s.d. 

50 12 0 
37 11 5 
2S 7 5 
25 6 6 
21 19 3 
21 0 0 

17 10 4 
13 1 9 
4 1 3 
0 12 0 



Total, - - £ 6,280 10 5 



Medical 

Officer's 

Report. 



MEDICAL OFEICEB’S BEPOBT*. 

Philipstown Convict Prison, 
January S, 1SG2. 

Gentlemen, I am to submit the following statistical statement with 
reference to the sanitary condition of the prison during the year 1S6L 

Number of patients in hospital on 1st January, 

)» ,, admitted during the year, 

Total, 

Discharged, - 

Died, 

Patients in hospital 3 1st December, 1861, - 

Number of convicts in this prison, 1st January, 1861, 

>> j, received during the year, 

Total, 



- 3 

- 21 

- 24 

1 ^ 'I 

- 148 

- 76 

- 224 



Diseases of Prisoners admitted to Hospital in 1861. 



Fever, 

Phthisis. 
Bronchitis, - 
Asthma, 

Gastritis, 

Const ipatio, 
Diarrhoea, - 
Disease of Kidneys, 
Scrofula, 



0 

1 

0 
3 
2 

1 
1 
l 
3 



Ulcers, - 
Contusions, - 
Rheumatism, - 

Paralysis, - 

Disease of Brain, accompanied with 
acute Mania, - 



1 

1 

1 

1 
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The ratio of mortality amongst all the invalid convicts of Ireland 
congregated in this prison, will be judged by the occurrence, within the 
year, of a single death, which resulted instantaneously, during the rupture 
of a blood vessel, in an individual who had not evinced any previous 
haemorrhagic tendency. 

No serious accident, nor other circumstance, calls for particular obser- 
vation. 

Nine warders received treatment in hospital. 

Of sis certified lunatics two were transferred to the Central Asylum, 
and four are detained in this prison through want of accommodation at 
the asylum. 

I found it necessary to direct attention, in my former Annual Reports, 
to the serious disadvantages that resulted from the retention in cellular 
confinement of prisoners who laboured under various gradations of mental 
imbecility. I adverted to cases that commenced with curable weakness 
of intellect, and terminated in dangerous incurable insanity; and I stated 
my conviction that prison arrangements were entirely unsuited to promote 
favourable results in cases which, though curable, under proper treat- 
ment, in their incipient stages, stole along gradually iuto confirmed lunacy. 
I recommended, for the reception of such persons, an institution that 
would intervene between a prison and the Central Asylum ;* a proposal 
that met the warm approval of Dr. Forbes Winslow, who c ‘ entirely con- 
curred in Dr. Corr’s suggestion — a prison, duly regulated, could be made a 
State Hospital for cases of incipient or suspected lunacy amongst offenders. 
Its establishment would secure all the advantages mentioned bv Dr 
Corr”t 

Continued experience, derived through incessant attention to the medical 
wants of large numbers of invalid and other prisoners labouring under 
deficient intellectual powers with great irritability and total destitution of 
self-control, derived, in short, through my singular position as sole Medical 
Officer in charge of the complex duties of an invalid depot — of a separate 
prison for dangerous convicts, and of a cle facto asylum for criminal 
lunatics — offering opportunities much more onerous and responsible than 
those attached to any lunatic asylum with peculiar sources of information 
not elsewhere available, has not failed to confirm my former views on this 
all-important subject. Even, while I write, this prison contains several 
of the characters to whom I advert, including individuals whose near 
approach to liberty, on expiration of sentence, must encounter the legal 
difficulty raised up by the growth, in their persons, of mental disease 
generated and fostered in prison. Again, it contains others addicted to 
propensities extremely dangerous, difficultly dealt with ; and who are, of 
necessity, obliged to endure cellular confinement in solitary gloominess and 
bodily inaction, whose unmistakable progress from timely curability to the 
lowest stage of drivelling fatuity, offers melancholy evidence, destructive 
of doubt, as to the certain advantages to be gained by early intermediate 
treatment. 

In submitting those observations I am not forgetful of the arrangements 
of this prison, which are, in fact, superior to those in any similar institution 
within my knowledge, being convinced that the unfortunates under con- 
sideration have advantages here (including ventilation and the notorious 
salubrity of this district), not to be expected in other prisons; while I 
bear gratifying testimony to the prompt attention afforded to every sug- 
gestion I make with regard to their comfort and amelioration. 

Finally, it affords me sincere pleasure to record the fact, that not one 

* Vide Annual Report, 1857, page 93. 
t Tide Annual Report, 1 859, pages 58, 59. 
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death has occurred in this prison within the last six years in that class 
a large proportion of whom (suffering under scrofula, epilepsy and varS 
other forms of physical infirmity almost inseparable from the habitual 
constituents of prison population), required specific medical treatment 
most frequently under the disadvantages of cellular confinement when the 
characters of the patients rendered their admission into hospital association 
dangerous and impracticable. 

I avail this further opportunity to repeat my approbation, so frequently 
recorded, of the faithful performance of his duties by Mr. King. 1 3 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Maurice Coer, a.ii., m.d., f.r.c.s.i. 



Protestant 

Chaplain's 

Report. 



PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Philipstown Convict Prison, 
January 7, 18G2. 

Genilemh,— I n accordance with your desire, conveyed to me through 

SIst DlSr! Jill ‘° ^ ‘° y ° U “ 7 EeP ° rt f ° 1 ' 4116 yeaI end “S 

W f°T e ° f f entS dur “S tbat time bas beeE distinguished by 
mtuT featnres ? f a n0Te . 1 or extraordinary character, that I have but 
the beneficTT °“ P re ?. ent occasi ° n - Were 1 “> expatiate on 
?mllvhI ^ - effeCfa , S ° P -T ly dlsoemible amongst the prisoners by the 
and ?P eclad training to which they are here subjected, I 
should only be repeating what I have so frequently expressed. I may 

^TnLlrT, my56l f- ° f tHS i °PP° rtaai ‘y to state that during the 

1 ■ 1 CUpa f 10n ’ and moral and religious instruction have gone 

on together in happy harmony. ° 

tho Adeady courae of religious instruction has been persevered in during 
mad P t ‘ ZT T ’t a ii d 1 P dul g e ,P tbe liumble hope, that the efforts thus 
beet instrument f® mmdS “/ ™P rove tbe hearts of the prisoners have 
thoncduf j Tr ^ ’f ln S °u me degree ’ m cbaD g in g tte current of their 
acMuntewbi .b^T? 8 heD1 P to ° tber aud better channels. Indeed the 
htve tLle 1 1 baV ?i r r, Cei r d of sev eral of them, since their discharge, 
ness of life d Ttw he w° pe tBat many of them are waiting in new- 
here 1^, ' f° dS made for tbe ir reformation, and the seed 

The hf W blest b y the Grea t Lord of the Harvest, 

thesarne^n l l° f t j\ Lord ? Da y bave been attended by the prisoners in 
I P anncr as 1 hare noticed in my last; and 

since mv oniTt ca 10n 111 being able to say that I cannot remember, 
them in^heTustTf God? d,SOredltable or ‘“proper conduct by any of 

whhb'^MV l Ver u d , i11 ™ y ! ast l^ e P or t to the very successful manner in 
^ has conducted the prison school, I shall only add, on 
him dnrintr ? ccas, “ n > t ba t a similar line of conduct has been pursued by 
Thl l f P ? St 7 ear W ‘ tb unabated 2 eal and diligence, 

with rpoooof eS f W i* C a * 6 S lyen 1° the prisoner as a record of his position 
naturallln-iq f cba raoter, continue to work those salutary effects which 
naturally arise from their proved utility. 

I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

William Little, Protestant Chaplain. 

1 he Directors of Convict Prisons. 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. Pdiups- 

TOWN Go- 

rhilipstown Convict Prison, yeisnment 
January 2, 1S62. Phison. 

Gextlehen, — The prisoners in my cave bare, during the past year, Roman 
with some exceptions, conducted themselves very much to my satisfaction 9S‘ l,! f ie 
In the discharge of their religious duties they have invariably behaved 
with great propriety. There is another class of persons, few in number, I 
am happy to say, whose disorderly conduct admits neither of apology nor 
extenuation, except by supposing, as I think I am justified in doing, that 
they are of weak mind, or absolutely insane. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 



To the Directors of Convict Prisons. 



P. Doyle, R. C. Chaplain. 



HEAD SCHOOLMASTER’S REPORT. Head 

School - 

Philipstown Convict Prison, water's 
January 7, 1S62. ® 3 “ r< - 

Gestlemem,— In compliance with your directions I have the honour to 
submit my Annual Report on the schools of this prison for the year ended 
3 1st December, 1861. 

In consequence of the abolition of the office of Assistant Schoolmaster 
of this prison, at the end of the last financial year, the hours of attendance 
in the day school -were changed from four to two hours daily. For the 
purpose of affording the least advanced prisoners the greater opportunity 
for improvement, I divided all the prisoners attending the day school into 
three sections. Those in First, Second, Sequel, and Third Lesson Books 
attend school on three days in the week ; prisoners reading Fourth Lesson 
Book, and who are not sufficiently advanced in arithmetic and other sub- 
jects, attend school on two days in the week ; and those who are fairl\ r 
educated attend on one day in the week. 

The prisoners in the Advanced (Conduct) Class attend the evening 
school as heretofore. I also made such arrangements in this school as to 
afford the greater amount of instruction to the least educated. In my 
former reports I detailed the course of instruction pursued in the schools 
of this prison, and I have not found it necessary to make any change in 
that conrse for the past year. 

Of the general order and good conduct of the prisoners while in school, 

1 can speak in the highest terms. Their attention to their studies, and 
the progress made by all who were capable of making improvement, have 
been very satisfactory. 

how, that this prison is to he closed, and consequently my connexion 
with the convict service about to cease, I shall always carry with me the 
proud reflection that I had been instrumental, even in a small degree, in 
promoting the reformation of the unhappy class of men who had been 
intrusted to my care. 

* tave to tende . r tbe expression of my grateful acknowledgments 
•° If® i. oyernor an< ^ Chief Warder, for their willing co-operation with me 
m the discharge of my daties. 

I have the honour to he. Gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

Patrick Farrelly, Head Schoolmaster. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 

D 
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Statistics of PMlipstown Convict Prison Schools for year 1861. 



Philips- 
town Go- 
vernment 
Prison. 



Head 

School- 

master's 

Report. 





On Rolls, 










— 


Classes. 


3rd January, 
1801. 


Admitted. 


Total. 


Removed. 


IstJanuaryJ 
18G2. i 


Total. 


r ; {"First Book, 


6 


r-j 


11 


0 






5 Second Book, - 


13 


20 


33 


3 


11 




e ^ Sequel, - 


3 


7 


10 


3 


11 




b ] Third Book, - 


31 


13 


44 


19 






M |_Fourth Book, - 


84 


27 ! 


111 


50 


74 


124 


Total, 


137 


72 


209 


77 


132 


209 


g f On slates, 


9 


12 


21 


2 


9 




« 1 Large -hand, 


3 


16 


19 


0 


4 




3 ] Bonnd-liand, - 


0 


5 


11 


4 


10 




te- {_ Small-hand, - 


119 


39 


168 


69 


109 


178 


Total, 


137 


72 


209 


77 


132 


209 


S ("Figures, - 


8 


35 


43 


4 


10 




a I Simple Buies, - 


30 


18 


48 


8 


18 


26 


| ^ Compound Rules, 


34 


6 


40 


12 


36 


48 


§ | Proportion, 

3 (.Practice and above, - 
■< 


4 

61 


2 

11 


6 ! 
72 | 


3 

50 


12 

56 


15 

106 


Total, 


137 


72 


209 


77 


132 


209 



MOUNTJOY FEMALE CONVICT’ PRISON. 

pS" ca ? Tel 7 favourably report of the. conduct of the prisoners 

— . detained in this establishment, and of their industrial and educa- 
Rvjml* ti° na l progress. . The erection of an hospital (a building which lias 
been long required to supplant the present defective accommoda- 
tion for the sick), is now being proceeded with. 

Tbe state of health or the women is not as satisfactory as could 
be desired ; but when tbe abandoned lives led by the great maj ority 
when at large, is taken into consideration, it will be obvious that 
healthy subjects and strong constitutions must be rather the excep- 
tion than the rule. 

As with the male convicts their progress in classification is a mat- 
ter of great interest to them. The visits of the Protestant and 
Toman Catholic ladies prove a great source of comfort and improve- 
ment to the prisoners. 

The management of this establishment is very good, and credit- 
able to_ Mrs. Lidwell, and the officers appear to perform their duty 
with diligence and fidelity. 

. The institution of Refuges in connexion with the Female Con- 
vict Prison, six years’ since, has proved to be a most valuable auxil- 
iary, botn in promoting amendment during detention, and. in 
smoothing the path of the well-intentioned criminal when liberated. 

Walter Crop ton, Chairman . 

I. S. Whitty, Director. 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT. mounwot 

-n Female 

Mountjoy Female Prison, Convict 

January 10, 1862. Prison. 

Gentlemen,— I have the honour to submit to you my annual report of Superinten- 
ds prison, and I have great satisfaction in saying, that the results of the (lmVs 
year have been most favourable. The general conduct of the prisoners ^ L ^ ort ‘ 
has been very good. The defaults were by no means numerous, in pro- 
portion to the number of prisoners, and they were chiefly confined within 
a limited section, composed almost entirely of habitual offenders. 

The treatment of the prisoners, and their punishment for prison offences 
have been in strict accordance with the instructions you have given from 
time to time. 

I have reason to be satisfied with the staff of this prison, with one or 
two exceptions, which have been duly reported. The duties have been 
well performed. The officers are steady and firm in their dealings with 
the prisoners. 

The school department, I am happy to say, continues to meet the de- 
cided. approbation of the District Inspector of National Schools. The 
teachers are diligent and attentive. 

, My expei ience leads me to approve highly of the long sentences now 
given ; short terms can effect very little for the reformation of prisoners, 
flie knowledge that a considerable period of restraint must be undergone, 
helps to substitute, in a woman's mind, a disposition to submit to necessity; 
for the tendency to hypocritical good behaviour, that a short sentence 
might tempt her to, a loug sentence helps to wean her from the evil 
associations to which she may have been exposed, — it gives her time for 
reflection upon the folly and wickedness of her past life, and more tho- 
roughly accustoms her to the good habits enforced by prison restraint. I 
look upon sentences of considerable length as absolutely necessary to secure 
any thing like a general reformation amongst the prisoners, while short 
ones I regard as having a decidedly mischievous tendency. 

I have no reason to alter the opinion expressed in my last report with 
reference to the industry of the prisoners. We are amply supplied with 
work, chiefly in shirt-making. A large number of the prisoners have be- 
come very expert in this occupation, and are quite capable of earning by 
it a decent livelihood when discharged. 

The receipts and productive labour of 359*9 prisoners employed at 
sewing, knitting, washing &c., during the year 1861, amounted to 
£1,833 18s. id. ° 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Delia I. Lilwell, Superintendent. 



The Directors of Convict Prisons, 
Dublin Castle. 



I certify that the rules of this prison have been complied with, except 
m such cases as have been reported to or dealt with by the Directors. 

Delia I. Lidwell, Superintendent. 

d 2 
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Statement of Number of Convicts Committed and Disposed of 
during the year 1861. 

In custody, 1st January, 1861, 

Eeceived during the year, - 
Born in the Prison, - 

Total, - 

Discharged (unconditionally), 

„ (on Orders of Licence), - 
,, Sentences Commuted, 

Transferred to Lunatic Asylum, 

„ to Eoman Catholic Befuge on Licence, 

„ Protestant „ „ 

Died during the year, - 



In Custody, 31st December, 1861, 

AGES OF PRISONERS IN CUSTODY. 



Adults. 


Children. 


- 416 


33 


- 127 


8 


- 543 


48 


- 83 


8 


7 




3 


_ 


- . 2 


_ 


- 53 


_ 


8 


_ 


6 


9 


162 


17 


- 381 


31 



20 


„ 25 „ 


- 102 


Convicted 


in 1851, 


_ 2 


25 


„ 30 „ 


- 75 


,, 


1852, 


4 


30 


» 35 „ 


- 67 


,, 


1853, 


- 10 


35 


» 40 „ 


- 40 




1854, 


1 


40 


„ 45 „ 


- 30 


„ 


1855, 


- 2 



45 years and upwards, 

Total, - 

Age of youngest prisoner 15 years. 
Age of oldest ,, 68 years. 



CONVICTIONS OF PRISONERS IN 
CUSTODY. 



1 856, 

1857, 

1858, 

1859, 

1860, 
1861, 



8 

y 

36 

74 

117 

IIS 



Total, 

Sentences of Prisoners. 



Penal Servitude, 6 years, 



8 

10 

12 



- 381 

the Twelve Months 



Amount Paid. 

£ s. d. 



Transportation, 10 years, - - 9 

„ 14 „ - - 5 

„ 15 „ - 3 

„ Life, - - 10 

Penal Servitude, 3 years, - - 1 1 9 

„ 4 „ - 136 

s > 5 „ - 25 Total, 

Modntjoy Female Prison — Abstract of Expenses for 
ended 31st December, 1861. 

HeadB of Service. 

Salaries, - 

Victualling, including Officers’ Eations, 

Fuel and Lighting, - 
Alterations and Eepairs of Prison, 

Contingencies, 

Utensils and Furniture, - 
Implements, - 

Medicines and Surgical Instruments, - 
Medical Comforts, - 

Prisoners’ Gratuities, - 

Freights and Charges, - 

Travelling Charges, Officers on Duty, - 

Prisoners on Discharge, - - _ _ -33 193 

Prisoners’ Clothing, - 474 J6 3 

Funeral Expenses, - - . _ » 11154 

Washing and Soap, - 579 1 ll 

Cleaning Prison, including Brooms, Mops, &c„ - 56 19 9 

Bedding, - - . . . _ 64 3 5 

Officers’ Clothing, _ _ _ _ _ 64 811 

Advertising, - - . I _ - 18 19 11 

Rent, Kates, and Taxes, - - - - 201 8 8 

Total, - -£9,046 11 8 



2,814 16 
3,110 0 
604 9 
44 17 
53 17 
34 11 
4 8 
57 6 
104 16 
402 11 
10 6 
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MEDICAL OFFICER’S REPORT. mootmoy 

45, Mouutjoy-square, January, 1862. Convict 
Gentlemen, — In laying the following report of the Mountjoy Female Prison. 
Prison before you. I am happy to be enabled to state, that the sanitary 
condition generally of the prisoners is improved from that of the previous OjUcces 
year. Report. 

Number of patients in hospital on 1st January, 1861, - - 23 

Number admitted up to 3 1st December, 1861, - 443 



Total, 



- 466 



Discharged during the year, - 
Died, 

Remaining in hospital on 31st December, 1861, - 



429) 

6 / 



435 

31 



Number and Causes of Deaths during the year. 



£ 

.5 o 

C 


Initial!?. 


Received in Prison, j 


Admitted, to 
Hospital. 


Date of Death. 


Disease. 


591 


M.S. 


7 July, 1859, 


21 Feb., 1861, 


10 March, 1861, 


Chronic consumption. 


443 


A.G. 


11 July, 1857, 


8 Dec., 1860, 


21 March, 1861, 




590 


E.C. 


7 July, 1859, 


7 March, 1861, 


23 March, 1861, 


General paralysis. 


481 


A.K. 


4 Feb., 1859, 


a April, 1861, 


15 April, 1861, 


Pulmonary consumption. 


40« 


J.M‘D. 


8 Oct., 1857, 


2 Feb., 1861, 


23 July, 1861, 


General paralysis, and 
! disease of spine. 


413 


AJi. 


23 Feb., 1858, 


7 April, 1861, i 

: 


25 July, 1881, 


j Pulmonary consumption. 



Lunatics sent to Asylum during the year. 



■§1 


Initials. 


Received in 
Prison. 


Date of conviction. 


Where 

convicted. 


Asylum sent to. 


When sent. 


24 
17 ; 


M.J.S. 

A.D. 


7 Nov. 1855, 
18 April, 1855, 


j 2 July, 1855, 

; 14 March, 1855, 

1 


Co. Tyrone. 1 
Co. Antrim.! 


Dun drum. 
Do., 


! 28 Feb., 1861. 
5 Aug., 1861. 



In neither of the above cases could the occurrence of insanity be attri- 
buted to the effects of confinement. 



Diseases 
Chronic Rheumatism, 
Chronic Bronchitis, - 
Scrofula, 

Chronic Diarrhoea, - 
Rheumatism, 
Whooping-cough, - 
Paralysis, - 
Odontalgia, - 
Hysteria, - 
Sciatica, 

Synovitis, - 
Erysipelas, - 
Leucorrlicea, 

Ascites, 

Recto Vaginal Fistula, 
Apoplexy, - 
Purulent discharge, 
Lumbago, - J - 
Neuralgia, - 
Tape- worm, 

Inflamed knee-joint. 
Purpura, 

Ruptured tendon, - 
Abscesses, - 



of those admitted to Hospital during the year. 



Parturitio, - 
Hzemoptisis, 
Debilitas, - 
Febriculce, - 
Burns and scalds, - 
Sore breasts, 
Palpitatio, - 
Colic, 

Imbecility, - 
Ophthalmia, 
Haemorrhoids, 
Chloresis, - 
Pever, 

Exema, 

Tertiary symptoms. 
Phthisis, 
Cephalalgia, 

Dropsy, 

Pieurodyne, 

2 | Syphilis, 

4 i Sore legs, 

2 I Diarrhoea, - 

3 I Injury of spine, - 
13 * 



- 9 

- 13 

- 18 

- 14 

- 9 

- 3 

- 2 
- 20 
- 1 

- 19 

- 12 

- 4 

- 13 

- 6 
- 2 
- 12 

- 9 

- 4 

- 11 

- JO 

- 7 

- 44 
r 4 
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There have "been 2,686 cases of illness in the cells and hospital wards 
of the prison : 228 visits paid to prisoners in punishment, 57 visits to 
officers outside the prison. Nine births occurred during the year, two 
children still-born, and seven children died of ages up to four years. 

I am not aware of any special circumstances which it is necessary that 
I should at present bring under your notice, now that I understand that 
active steps are at length being taken to commence the erection of a suit- 
able hospital so urgently required in this prison. Hitherto, as you are 
already aware, much inconvenience and embarrassment have resulted 
from the overcrowding of the present most unsuitable buildings used as 
an hospital ; and a necessity lias arisen of treating some of the prisoners 
labouring under illness in their cells, to the serious disturbance of the dis- 
cipline of the prison. All these evils will, no doubt, cease when proper 
hospital accommodation is afforded. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

A. Banon, Medical Superintendent. 

The Directors of Oonvict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

35, Nelson-street, January 9, 1S62. 

Gentlemen, — I continue, in the Mountjoy Female Convict Prison, to 
perform Divine service, to preach, to administer, at stated periods, the 
Holy Communion, and to visit for the purpose of conversing with the 
prisoners individually. The lady visitors also attend to give instruction ; 
their visits and lessons are highly esteemed. When from not giving up the 
amount of work required, or other cause, any of the prisoners are prevented 
from receiving them I am certain to hear of it as being felt and regretted. 
I am glad to say that the Refuge in Heytesbury-street has answered our 
expectations in establishing it, in its offering to the prisoners encourage- 
ment to good conduct and industry, and in enabling us to provide situa- 
tions for those who come to us whom we can recommend. Should the term 
of detention expire at a season of the year when families are out of town, 
the prisoner is permitted to support herself at the asylum. The matron, 
under the superintendence of the lady visitors, finds her work a labour of 
love, and reports favourably of the inmates : in one instance only have we 
recommitted any of them ; it was a severe measure, involving the forfeiture 
of all money earned in the asylum, and spending the remainder of the term 
of detention in the lowest class in prison. We felt it, however, necessary 
to adopt it. Our patronesses, besides assisting in the general management of 
the institution, give instruction at the asylum, and the women (for at this 
stage they cannot endure the term prisoners) attend on Sunday a neigh- 
bouring church, differently dressed, and occupying seats in different parts 
of the church, in order that they may bo undistinguished from the rest of 
the congregation. They are always, on these occasions, under the super- 
intendence of the matron and sub-matron ; and the clergyman of the parish 
has spoken to me in terms of approval of the whole party. One of your 
Medical Officers, Dr. Robert M ‘Donnell, most kindly offered us his services 
in case we should require them. W r e have availed ourselves of this gene- 
rous proposal, which we have found to be a very great privilege. 

We are sometimes surprised by strangers to us, calling at the institu- 
tion to engage the women as their time expires. The demand in this 
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respect exceeds our means of supplying it. Could any thing be done to Mountjoy 
assist US ? Female 

The classes in the prison are probationary, third, second, first, and ad- 

vanced. The women, in order to be qualified for the Refuge, must rise 

successively through these by obtaining a certain number of marks in Protestant 
each for conduct, industry, attention at school, and improvement generally. jS^ mS 
The prisoners complain of the difficulty (I do not think it is too great) of 
reaching the advanced class, and of obtaining from it their licence for the 
asylum. Could any arrangement be made whereby we might admit, at 
the close of their term of imprisonment, some of those who do not succeed 
in earning their licences 1 

We have a rule at the Refuge, that an inmate having left is not re-ad- 
missible ; we made exceptions in two instances, and we have reason to be 
perfectly satisfied that we did so. Allow me to express my regret that I 
have lost the assistance of Mr. Lentaigne. As he was our visiting Director, 

I had occasion frequently to consult him ; lie was always accessible, his 
advice was readily given and was invaluable. 

I am happy in acknowledging the courteous attention of the Super- 
intendent, Principal Matron, Hospital Matron, and all the officers at 
Mountjoy, and beg to say that every facility is afforded me to discharge 
my duty. 

With my best thanks for your kindness to me at all times, 

I remain, Gentlemen, your obedient servant. 

David Sttjabt, Protestant Chaplain. 

To the Chairman and Directors 
of Convict Prisons. 



ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAINS’ REPORT. Poman 

Catholic 

55, Eceles-street, January 10, 1862. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour to forward my Report on the Mountjoy 
Female Prison for the year ending 31st December, 1861. It gives me 
great pleasure to state that the peace and harmony which so happily pre- 
vailed in former years, continue still to exist in every department of this 
prison. The prisoners listen to our instructions with the greatest atten- 
tion, and are ever willing and ready to attend to our wishes; while, on the 
other hand, the internal arrangements of the institution, as well as the 
efficient services of all the officers, afford us eveiy opportunity and facility 
of discharging the duties of our ministry, and attending to the spiritual 
interests of the inmates. 

We find the prisoners who are intrusted to our care generally obedient 
and amenable ; and although, on some occasions when in a state of irrita- 
tion, they may give vent to their feelings, yet, on reflection, they see the 
folly of such conduct, and in many instances they impose upon themselves 
such restraints as give us a well-grounded hope of their avoiding such 
excesses in future. With the view of encouraging them to abandon their 
evil ways, we make it our business in our instructions to bring under their 
notice the maxims of our holy religion, and to impress upon them the 
necessity of subduing their passions, and of endeavouring to imitate Him 
who said, He was meek and humble of heart. We exhort them to be obedient, 
and point out to them the means whereby they may calculate upon deriv- 
ing lasting benefits from their detention in prison. Many of them have 
frequently thanked God for having rescued them from the dangers and 
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temptations of tbe world, and having favoured them with such opportuni- 
ties of making their peace with God. 

When their attention is directed to the fleeting character of the things 
of this world, and to the various means whereby they may attain to tru 2 
happiness, they are much consoled ; and looking forward with confidence 
to a future and better life, they cheerfully endure the trials and sufferiners 
of this. b 

The Roman Catholic prisoners approach the Sacraments of Penance and 
Holy Communion once every month. This practice exercises a most salu- 
tary influence, for it induces them to offer due atonement for their past 
offences, and to resolve upon abandoning their past career, and walking in 
the path of Justice and holiness. We have every reason to hope, owin° to 
the good dispositions which they manifest, that they will he faithful in 
carrying their resolutions into practice, while the good impressions made 
by frequenting the Sacraments, have a most powerful effect in suppressing 
insubordination, in establishing order and discipline, and in promoting the 
interests of the establishment at large. The instructions, too, of the 
Sisters of Mercy, who frequently visit the prison each week, have con- 
tributed very much in bringing about this happy state of things by their 
admirable instructions; and we can appeal with pleasure to the fact that 
as yet an outbreak of a serious character has not occurred in this prison. 

I regret to be obliged again to call your attention to the condition of the 
hospital, which, on the authority of the Medical Officer, I stated informer 
reports was unsuited for the requirements of the sick. I trust another 
year will not be allowed to pass by without applying a remedy to such 
an obvious defect in the arrangements of the prison. Owing to the charity 
and kindness of the excellent Matron in charge of the hospital, the sick 
are well attended to ; and I am happy to say that their gratitude and 
affection for her are an ample reward of her solicitude. 

I have nothing to add to what I wrote in former years about the schools. 
They are admirably conducted, aud some of the prisoners make great 
progress, which is creditable to the Schoolmistress, whose zeal and ability 
are beyond all praise. 

In conclusion, I shall merely say, that feeling as we do a deep interest in 
the welfare of the prison, we shall encourage discipline among the inmates, 
and shall always consider it our first duty to co-operate, as far as we can, 
with the excellent Superintendent, whose great experience aud sound 
judgment has so ably directed the machinery of this extensive establish- 
ment. 

I have the honour to be, your obedient servant, 



Directors of Convict Prisons, 
Dublin Castle. 



James Murray. 



Mountjoy Female Prison, 
January 1, 1862. 

Gentlemen, — "We have been unremitting during the past year in our 
attention to those committed to onr spiritual care in this prison. We are 
C f Gr S t Udyin . g ^ey need in onr ministry. Some, usually sent here 

alter the assizes, we treat as catechumens, imparting to them elementary 
instruction in religion, and, to the assembled classes, develop the saving 
truth as we meet it in the gospel on Sunday. 

Our poor people, like the multitude in the wilderness who pressed upon 
the Son of Man to hear his words, appear, in some degree, to be quick- 
ened by divine love. The instant they behold the book of the New Tes- 
tament in our hands on the altar, they evince anxiety to hear and to be 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




of Convict Prisons in Ireland. 



57 



instructed. We instruct continuously. They know now what many Modotjot 
among them had not known, namely, who Christ is, and what the Chris- Female 
tian must be. They admit, when examined individually, that the careless, p^sorf 
not to speak of the wicked, can have little hope of salvation — that it is not — ■' ’ 
to be expected God will receive into his kingdom slothful culprits. R° man . 

We point out the principles of moral action, the motives to exalted virtue* cww 
and teach them in what spirit they are to labour for a reward hereafter. Report. 

We fix in their minds the tenets that divine faith is the source of our 
justification — that when sustained by its own works, it is the living faith 
which renders salvation certain. We have often submitted to their con- 
sideration the awful truths of religion — more frequently have we dwelt 
upon the Saviour’s mercy, his compassion for sinners, and how his benig- 
nity should not be abused, but lead to repentance. We exhort them to 
pray, as their sufficiency is from God ; and to prepare for the sacraments, 
that their contrition may not he imperfect, and their amendment a delu- 
sion. We inculcate, impressively, the doctrine of charity, assuring them 
if they come to offer gifts and have aught against any one, that God, 
unless they forgive, will cast their gifts from liis view and from his altar. 

\\ hile labouring to remove ignorance, we are, no doubt, encouraged by 
the promise of a reward to those who instruct others to justice, and are 
happy to report that the female convicts are beginning to esteem virtue 
and to practice it. It is true, they are not sufficiently advanced in virtue 
tn endure, without a murmur, the severity of their condition here, much 
less to encounter the trials which await them on their return to the world. 

Lilt it is for us, who are made responsible, to lead them on in a course so 
new. To do so, we feel, is a task — yet one which will he successful, if 
blessed by heaven, and undertaken to be accomplished by patience and 

perseverance. Fortunately, the laws of the prison favour "our efforts in 

return, we inculcate strict obedience ; that obedience, on the whole, is 
freely given ; and, in the exceptional cases, disobedience punished not in 
a spirit incompatible with the gospel. 

After their return from the penal cells, and when presented to us, we 
endeavour to elicit from the refractory regret for their want of self-respect 
— a want which betrayed them into a visitation of the prison discipline — 
and thereby rendered their punishment inevitable. The more we impress 
upon their minds that the end in view' here is their happiness, the less 
disposed we find them to complain, or to utter bitter words against the 
class matrons. This respected staff, without religious distinction, appear 
to conceive their duty : directed by the Superintendent, and under her 
influence, they are distinguished for compassion, superadded to zeal and 
firmness in dealing with the convicts. Hence the good resulting from 
their labours. 

I am, Gentiemeu, with great respect, your very faithful servant, 

Luke Dempsey, Roman Catholic Chaplain. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



PRESBYTERIAN CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

45, Eccles-street, Dublin, 
21st January, 1862. 

Gentlemen, — It is to me a source of great satisfaction that the deno- 
mination to which I belong has only sent to this prison three new convicts 
during the year, one having gone out during the year, and after filling two 
situations without reproach in Dublin, returned to the North. I have now 
under iny care ouly six. The conduct of one of these has been such as 
to warrant you in kindly giving her leave to go out as soon as a suit- 
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able situation can be provided for her. I cannot speak in too high terras 
of the conduct of all. Otie of those who came during the year appeared 
during the first months of her imprisonment to be threatened with settled 
melancholy ; and I attribute it, in a great degree, to the influence of the 
school and of religious instruction, by which mental torpor was prevented 
that she did not sink into imbecility. One of the prisoners, who is con- 
fined for life, conducts herself so well, and manifests such habitual sense 
of her past great sin, that I feel it my duty to take special notice of her 
in this report. 

I have pleasure in adding that, from every person connected with the 
prison I have received such courteous co-operation, as to render the dis- 
charge of my duties as little burdensome as in the nature of the case they 
can be. I have also received material aid from a lady-visitor sanctioned 
by me, my only regret being, that, in some instances, those to whom her 
instructions appeared most necessary, have been, by the penal arranse- 
ment3, debarred from seeing her — a deprivation which, I must admit, they 
felt as a punishment. 

My services have undergone no change during the year, consistins of 
Divine Service on the Lord’s Day morning, and an hour for religious^ in- 
struction during the week. This hour is occasionally employed to read 
to the prisoners narratives of an intelligible and interesting style, touching 
in some degree their own peculiar condition, and appealing to the natural 
sympathies, and the feeling evoked has invariably been as deep and real 
as might be expected from those who had never been under the hardening 
influence of crime. I believe the effect of this to he extremely good. When 
desirable, I converse with the prisoners individually, and, of course, visit 
in the hospital when any of the Presbyterian prisoners are its inmates. 

I have the honour to he, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

J. Hall, 

J unior Minister of Mary’s-abhey Presbyterian Church. 



SCHOOLMISTRESS’S REPORT. 

Mount] oy Female Prison, 
January 2, 1862. 

Gentlemen - , — I have the honour to lay before you my Annual Report 
on the educational management of the Mountjoy Female Prison. 

In reference to the conduct of the prisoners, 37S of whom were placed 
in my care during the last twelve months, it was, without any exception, 
uniformly steady and excellent. 

The anxiety evinced for improvement, and the progress made by the 
prisoners, may be understood, when I state, that many women who came 
into the school-room not knowing a single letter, are now able to read 
very correctly and write a fair hand. 

As the Visiting Inspector’s report always contains the statistical return 
of the subjects taught, together with the numbers in the several classes, I 
need not occupy your valuable time in stating these particulars. 

Every facility is afforded me, and many difficulties are. of course, 
lessened, owing to the careful training and superintendence of the prisoners 
when removed from my immediate charge, together with the anxious co- 
operation and persevering zeal of the other teachers. 

I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen, your most obedient servant. 

Mar? Denvir, Schoolmistress. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Castle, Dublin. 
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SMITHFIELD AND LUSK INTERMEDIATE PRISONS. 



These establishments continue to afford favourable testimony to 
the opinions given in our different Reports some years since. The in- 
dustry and conduct of the convicts has been of the most satisfactory 
nature. We have noticed in the body of our Report the death of the 
late Superintendent, Mr. Good. The loss of so diligent and valuable 
a public servant could not fail to be a loss to any establishment with 
which he happened to be connected, but it has 'been an especial loss, 
which tv ill be felt for some time, to these institutions, for the super- 
intendence of which he had most desirable qualifications. His 
successor, Mr. Bradfield, had been Registrar at Smitkfield for a 
considerable period, and is perfectly conversant with the system 
pursued in it; he will, no doubt, do all in his power to make the 
loss of the late Superintendent felt as little as possible. Mr. 
Dwyer, one of the Schoolmasters at Mountjoy Male Prison, has 
been appointed to succeed Mr. Bradfield as Registrar, and will, we 
feel satisfied, prove a valuable officer in his new sphere. 

The Lecturer, Mr. Organ, continues to perform a most laborious 
office with very great credit to himself and advantage to the public 
service. His Report will illustrate the important work in which 
he is especially engaged. 

The Commons of Lusk now assume the appearance of a well 
conducted farm. Crops have taken the place of stagnant ponds 
and wet lands ; roads have been made, and fencing improved. 
These works have been carried out very much to the credit of the 
agriculturist, Mr. Gallagher, who reports that he is well satisfied 
with the labour freely given by the convicts. 

On Mr. Gunning* the principal Warder at Lusk, devolves the 
disciplinary arrangements of the establishment. He reports most 
favourably of the men who came under his charge. Indeed the 
institution has more the appearance of an ordinary encampment of 
labourers than a prison, and well deserves the encomiums which 
have been passed upon it by its frequent visitors. 

Walter Ceofton, Chairman. 

I. S. Whittt, Director. 



PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

29, Trinity College, Dublin, January 1, 1862, 
Gentlehex, — During the past year Divine service has been regularly 
performed, and the sacrament duly administered, in the Prison Chapel. 
The week-day lectures on the Kew Testament have been continued, and 
attended with success. I visited the prison altogether 10S times during 
the year. 

I have to repeat the favourable statements of former reports. The men 
are most attentive and anxious for instruction ; at all times they appear 
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glad to converse with their chaplain. There has not been the slightest 
occasion for reproof on my part. Prisoners of different religions creeds 
are mixed together throughout the day without the shadow of a religious 
difference arising amongst them. 

The number of Protestant prisoners, as compared with that of Roman 
Catholic prisoners, has considerably increased. On two or three occasions 
the number attending Divine worship was 17 ; the lowest number 
during the year was 10 ; this day it is 13. This increase occurs, too, 
while the aggregate of prisoners within the walls is very much reduced. ’ 

During the past year I have received numerous letters and visits from 
former inmates of the prisons. Among the letters are two from men who 
have become soldiers in the Federal army of the North. One of them 
had been made a non-commissioued officer in consequence of his superior 
education. All whom I have seen or heard of are doing well. Only 
yesterday, a gentleman who has four of our probationers in his employ- 
ment, requested me to write to a fifth, who had boon for some time in his 
service, and to oiler him an advance of wages if he would re-enter his estab- 
lishment. 

Early in the year death deprived the Irish convict service of a most 
valuable officer in Mr. Good, the Superintendent of this prison. I, in 
common with all who are engaged iu the prison, had benefited greatly by 
his advice and experience. He was ever ready ; ever at his post ; always 
gentle, yet always firm. The prisoners lamented his death as that of a 
faithful friend and wise adviser. 

The present Superintendent, trained up, I may say, under Mr. Good, 
has carried out all his plaus iu the same manner. The prison was never 
in better order, and at no time did greater harmony prevail than now. 
Prom the Deputy Superintendent, and the other officials of the prison, the 
Chaplains have ever met with the utmost courtesy and attention. I ques- 
tion whether in Her Majesty’s dominions there is a public institution in 
which the officers work together more harmoniously. 

I ought to mention that our chapel hasheenmuch improved. Tbeaddition 
of a few and not costly articles of furniture, has quite transformed its ap- 
pearance. We can all worship now in comfort as well as in decency and order. 

I am. Gentlemen, yours respectfully and obediently, 

Geoege B. Wheeler, Chaplain of Smithfield Prison. 



ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

St. Paul’s, Arran-quay, January 1, 1862. 

Gentlemen,— I was appointed Catholic Chaplain to Smithfield Inter- 
mediate Prison on the 1st of May, lS61,aud now beg leave to furnish 
you with my report for the remaining eight months of same year. 

On my appointment I found the Catholic prisoners well instructed in 
the truths of their religion, and for the most part very attentive to their 
religious duties. I am happy now, at the close of the year, to be able to 
inform you that I have not the least reason for complaint on either of 
these heads. The general demeanour of the prisoners during Divine 
service on Sundays and holidays, and also during the time of religious 
instruction on Saturdays, was not only becoming, but I might say, edify- 
lng. They seem to understand the nature of their offences, the injury 
they have done to society and themselves, and appear determined never 
again to have recourse to their past sinful and illegal practices. 

These, Gentlemen, are the results which I believe you have proposed 
to yourselves to attain by your wisely devised system of reclaiming the 
onender against the laws of his country, and as far as my limited experi- 
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ence will permit me to express an opinion, I think they have been fully Smith- 
realized. Every means, as well spiritual as moral, are employed to win F1EU> and 
the offender from the ways of vice to a future life of honesty and industry, in^erme- 
He feels even within his prison walls, that your object or desire is not diate 
merely to punish him, but rather to treat him as an erring brother, and to pius0 >’s. 
convince him of the evil consequences of his crime. By this judicious Roman 
treatment, and through the saving influence of religion, he is finally Catholic 
induced to that abhorrence of his offence which is the surest safeguard Cf a P lain ' s 
against a relapse. ° Report 

The practical moral. lectures of your Lecturer, Mr. Organ, are invaluable 
in carrying out the objects of ycur system. From him the prisoners 
learn in a clear, practical, worldly point of view, the gracious indulgence 
which they receive at your hands. From him they learn also the value 
of money, the value of industry and economy, and the various trades and 
states in life in which each, according to his respective capabilities, will 
he afterwards enabled to earn an honest livelihood. In a word, the 
prisoners regard him as one whose principal object is to consult for their 
interest ; they therefore look forward to the time of his lectures with 
eagerness, and the useful information they derive from them can be fully 
known only to those who have had the pleasure of being present at their 
competitive examinations — a pleasure of which I occasionally availed 
myself during the course of the past year. 

The requirements for the altar and the improvements in the chapel 
which I suggested, and to which you so promptly attended, have given 
the prisoners great pleasure and satisfaction. 

I cannot conclude this report without adverting to the harmony and 
good feeling that have existed between the officials and prisoners during 
the year. I have not heard even a murmur of complaint on either side. 

The willingness of the Governor, Mr. Bradfield ; of the Registrar, Mr. 

Dwyer, and indeed of all the officials, to assist each other, and to con- 
venience those in connexion with the prison, is deserving of the greatest 
praise. Their kindness to me personally, I will always remember with 
gratitude. 

I remain, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Michael J. Gibney, Roman Catholic Chaplain. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



PRESBYTERIAN CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

teriun 

Dublin, March 26, 1862. Chaplain's 

Gentlemen, — My report for 1861 must of necessity be almost the same Repolt - 
as that of the previous year. Divine service was conducted as usual on 
the Lord’s Day. The Reformatory was visited during the week, and on 
every occasion the men were most attentive and respectful in their con- 
duct toward me, and appeared to take an interest in the instructions im- 
parted. 

I leave it with those more competent than I to allude to the merits of 
the late Governor ; but I feel called upon to say that the manner in which 
the affairs of the whole establishment have been conducted since his suc- 
cessor came into office amply proves that the gentlemen (or authority) in 
whom the appointment was vested, have been singularly fortunate in their 
selection. 

Of the other officers of the prison I have only to say that each man seems 
to take a personal and practical interest in the prosperity of the establish- 
ment, while the peace and good will which prevail among the prisoners 
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themselves is a manifest proof to every unprejudiced mind that the briiw 
ing the religious denominations of the country together under one system 
of secular education, so far from being attended with unpleasant or irritat- 
ing consequences, tends to promote and deepen a spirit of concord and 
brotherly love. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

James Edgab. 

To the Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



MEDICAL OFFICER’S REPORT. 

Gektlemes, — I have the honour to submit the Medical Report on the 
Intermediate Prisons at Smithfield and Lusk for the past year. 

The following tabular statement presents a general view of the movement 
in the hospital during this period: — 

No. of patients ill hospital, 1st January, 1861. - - .5 

No. admitted in the year, - - _ -80 

85 

Of these there were discharged cured, - . . - 80 

Died, - j 

Remaining in hospital, 31 st December, - . .. -4 

S5 



Specification of the Diseases with which the Patients admitted to Hospital 
were affected. 



Catarrh, - - - * - 20 

Bronchitis, - - - - 9 

Fever, - _ - 5 

Quinsy, - - o 

Diarrhoea, - - - - 8 

Ophthalmia, - - - 6 

Rheumatic pains, - _ - 9 

Lumbago, - _ -2 



Colic, - - - i 

Whitlow, - - - . 2 

Scrofulous ulcers, - - - 3 

Common ulcers, - - - 5 

Abscess, - - - -2 

60 



I have the pleasure to report that the sanitary state of the prisons for 
the past year has been most satisfactory, fully sustaining the improvement 
in that respect which has been observed since the establishment of the 
reformatory system of management. 

With the exception of a few cases of fever, no acute disease of the 
slightest, importance occurred during this period. The catarrhal and 
bronchitic affections, that constitute nearly half the admissions to hospital, 
were mostly common colds, requiring only a few days’ confinement to bed 
for their cure. Early removal to hospital and prompt application of treat- 
ment, though they may have increased the number of admissions, no doubt 
greatly contributed to produce the mitigated character those maladies 
assumed. 



The remaining diseases treated in hospital were local ailments, chiefly 
or a chronic character, mild in form and easily curable. 

( P/^ e occurred in the case of a delicate scrofulous youth, E. M‘G., 
U70, age seventeen, convicted oth August, 1859. who died the 25th 
October, 1861, of gastric fever. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 



To the Chairman and Directors of 
Government Prisons, Ireland. 



Thomas Bbady. 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT. 

Smithfield Intermediate Prison, 
January 31, 1862. 

Gentlemen, — I Lave the honour to submit my first annual report, with 
statistical returns, on this and the Lusk Branch Prison for the year ending 
31st December, 1861; and in doing so, think it a suitable opportunity to 
express to you, Gentlemen, my gratitude for your kindness in recommend- 
ing me to succeed the late Mr. Good, who was so deeply regretted, and 
whose loss was so severely felt by the service. By his death officers and 
prisoners have lost a kind friend, and the Convict Service a valuable officer, 
who spent thirty-three years of his life connected with the Irish prisons. 

Although my observations ought perhaps to be confined to the period of 
my service as Superintendent, viz., since the 22nd May last, yet it may 
probably be desirable to extend my observations so as to include the whole 
year, inasmuch as I have been so well acquainted with the details and 
management of the prison, after more than eleven years’ experience ; and 
more particularly as I have filled the office of Clerk and Registrar, and, 
indeed, general assistant to the late Superintendent since February, 1856, 
when this was first opened as an Intermediate Prison. 

After the expiration of the sixth year of the operation of the Interme- 
diate System in Ireland, I feel great pleasure in bearing my humble tes- 
timony to its continued satisfactory working, and the great amount of good 
resulting therefrom. By referring to the annexed tables it will be seen 
that 198 prisoners have been released on licence during the year, and 
83 absolutely discharged on the completion of their respective sentences, 
being a total of 281 discharged, out of which number only 8 had their 
licences revoked, or were known to have returned to crime as a vocation. 
But the great fact is that from the introduction of this system in February, 
1856, 778 were released on licence from this prison, and 698 absolutely 
discharged, making a total of 1,476 to the end of the year just completed. 
Out of these only 95 had their licences revoked, or were known to have 
relapsed into crime, being only the small proportion of 6'46 per cent, on 
the whole number who have been subjected to this system; and I am well 
aware of several cases of men whose licences have been revoked, and who, 
having been brought back to prison, completed the entire term of their 
sentences, and when ultimately discharged continued and still continue 
to go od most satisfactorily. In fact, licences have been revoked in a con- 
siderable number of cases, not because the men had actually fallen into 
crime, hut on account of their not having complied with the regulations 
and fulfilled the conditions on which the licences had been granted. 

The good effect of granting tickets of licence to all convicts whose con- 
duct deserves it, under the Penal Servitude Act of 1857, cannot he too 
highly estimated. 

The industrial employment, viz., tailoring, shoemaking, weaving, brush 
making, carpentry, &c., have been carried on as during previous years ; 
and although from the paucity of prisoners, the majority of whom were 
unskilled hands, the returns are not as we should wish, or as they were 
during former years, still a considerable amount of work has been per- 
formed for this and the other Convict Prisons, often under difficulties, 
among which was the fact that very many of those confined here during 
the year were juveniles under short sentences, who could not, no matter 
how well trained, be expected to perform the same amount of labour as 
ad alts. 

In the month of J nly last a labour class was formed here for the pur- 
pose of cultivating the grounds attached to the Mountjoy Female Prison, 
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in winch all prisoners not tradesmen are placed on reception, preparatory 
to their being removed to the Lusk branch. 

A party of eight or ten of these men are sent up to the Female Prison 
every morning accompanied by one officer. They perform the day’s work 
and return in the evening. 

A portion of the land at Mount] oy (which previously had been covered 
with rubbish after the buildings), has been subsoiled and reclaimed and 
instead of lying waste, can now be turned to a profitable account. 

The reclaiming of the Commons at Lusk, and the farming operations 
there, continue to be carried on with the usual vigour under the superin- 
tendence of the zealous and intelligent agriculturist, Mr. Gallagher and 
the discipline department still continues to go on satisfactorily under the 
control of the Principal Warder, Mr. Gunning. Indeed, both of these 
officers have discharged their onerous and important duties in a manner 
creditable to themselves and advantageous to the public service. 

The willingness and co-operation evinced by the subordinate officers in 
carrying out the instructions of their superiors, often under difficulties 
cannot be too highly estimated. 

It cannot but strike the visitor to the Lusk Branch Establishment that 
great improvements have been effected there during so short a time. That 
which a few years since was only a waste, has been converted by convict 
labour into fine arable and pasture land. 

As noticed in the reports of the late Superintendent, one of the prisoners 
in turn continues to act as messenger, taking letters to the Castle and the 
Mountjoy Prisons, and also in purchasing small articles for his fellow- 
prisoners out of the weekly allowance of GcZ. which is advanced to each; 
and it is gratifying to reflect that during the year not in a solitary instance 
has any abuse of this liberty taken place, either by outstayiug the pre- 
scribed time, or introducing prohibited articles into the prison; in a word, 
the duties intrusted to them have been performed in a manner that reflects 
credit on the prisoners, and must be a source of real gratification to every 
one who considers their antecedents. Indeed, in whatever department of 
labour tbe prisoners are engaged, I see them work with a cheerfulness and 
activity that convinces me the Government could not be better served by 
free labourers. 

During tbe Social Science meetings in Dublin, last August, many gentle- 
men interested in and well acquainted with prison discipline and Reforma- 
tories, visited these establishments, inspected them fully, and went into 
the details of discipline, &c., and they expressed their approval of the 
system, and appeared well pleased with the manner in which it has been 
carried out. 

Only six breaches of discipline took place here during the past year, four 
of which were of such a trivial character that the men were, after a month’s 
remand to Mountjoy, permitted to return again to this prison. Only four 
men violated the rules at Lusk, and that also to a trifling extent, two 
having been sent back after a few weeks’ probation. The others would 
have been permitted to return to their work, but their sentences expired 
during the interval. 

Two prisoners absconded from Lusk on the evening of the loth Sep- 
tember last, the first occurrence of the kind during the years w r hich it has 
been established, but were retaken within the week. 

The buildings continue in good repair, and I do not anticipate any great 
requirements for this year beyond what can be supplied by the prisoners 
themselves. 

The religious, sanitary, and educational departments will be reported on 
most fully by those gentlemen to whose province tliey respectively belong. 
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. Iu conclusion, I beg to acknowledge the assistance and co-operation 
given me m the discharge of my duties by Mr. Dwyer, since his appoint- 
ment to the oilice of Registrar to this prison ; and I also desire most grate- 
fully to acknowledge the kind advice and assistance 1 hare on all occasions 
received from the Lecturer and each of the three Chaplains ; and I should 
not omit Dr. Brady, the Medical Officer, whose duties have been attended 
to with Ins usual assiduity and kindness. 

I also most gladly bear my testimony to the uniformly exemplary con- 
duct and attention to their several duties of all the warders attached to 
this prison, from every one of whom I have received the most cordial and 
willing assistance. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your very obedient servant, 

W. Bradfield, Superintendent. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 
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Geotmmen,— I hereby certify that during my service I have to the best 
oi my knowledge and belief complied with all the rules laid down for the 
government of this establishment for the year ending 31st December, 1861. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your very obedient servant, 

W. Bradfield, Superintendent. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



Statement of the Number of Convicts in Custody, Committed and Disposed of 
for one year ending 31st December, 1861. 

In Custody, 1st January, 1861, - - _ - 113 

Received from Spike Island Prison, - 201 

,, Pliilipstown Prison, - _ - - 27 

„ Mount joy Male Prison, - - - 33 



374 

How disposed of: — 

Discharged, sentences completed, - _ - 83 

Released on orders of licence (old Transportation Act), 23 
Released on orders of licence (Penal Servitude 
Act of 1857), - - - . - 144 

Released on orders of licence (Penal Servitude 
Act of 1853), - - _ . - 31 

Removed to Mount joy Male Prison, - - - 12 



In Custody, 1st January, 1862, 



80 

E 
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Eighth Annual Report of the Directors 

Ages on Reception of the Prisoners received during the year. 

16 years and under 1 8, - - 3 

18 „ „ 20, - - - 36 

20 „ ,, 30, - - - 156 

30 „ „ 40, - - - 38 

40 „ „ 50, - - - 14 

50 „ „ 60, - - 9 

60 and upwards, 5 



Total, - - - 261 



Sentences of the Prisoners received during the year. 



6 years’ Penal Servitude (Act 1853), - - 54 

4 „ „ ,, 52 

8 „ „ „ - - 8 

7 „ „ „ - - 4 

3 ,, „ (Act 1857), - - 49 

4 ,, „ „ 59 

5 „ ,, ,, - - 5 

6 „ „ „ - - 4 

10 years’ Transportation (old Act), - 3 

14 „ „ „ - - 9 

15 „ „ „ 13 

Life, commuted to 14 years’ penal servitude, - l 

Total, - - - 261 



Crimes of 261 Prisoners received during the year. 

Arson, - __ __8 

Assault, - -- -- - e 

Attempt to steal, - _ _ _ - _ i 

Ass stealing, - __ \ 

Appearing armed at night, - _ - _ - 1 

Burglary, - 56 

Burglary and robbery, - - - - - -18 

Burglary and larceny, - - - _ _ -10 

Cutting and wounding with intent to maim, - - - 1 

Cattle stealing, - _ _ _ 9 

Coining, .2 

Desertion, 6 

Felony, ______ - -19 

Forgery, ] 

Highway robbery, - - _ . - ..4 

Knowing and carnally abusing a girl under 10 years of age, - 1 

Larceny, _ _ _ _ 5 q 

Manslaughter, - . _ _ . 2 

Picking pockets, 9 

Perjury, o 

Receiving stolen goods, - _ - - 7 

Rape, - 6 

Obtaining money under false pretences, - - _ - 2 

Robbery, _ _ .-10 

Sheep stealing, .-12 

Stealing in a ship, I - - 1 

Subsequent felony, . .-4 

Shooting at with intent to murder, I - - 1 

Uttering base coin, - _ _ _ 1 

Violence to superior officer, - - - - 4 

Total, - - -261 
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of Convict Prisons in Ireland. 

Account showing the value of Productive Labour of Prisoners for the year 
ending 31st December, 1861. 



Tailoring, - 
Shoemaking, 

Carpentry, - 
Brush making. 

Weaving, - - _ 

Tin Smith, 

Smiths and Nailers, 
Netmaking, 

Profit on pig feeding, 
Seventeen prisoners, viz., 
labourers at Mountjoy 
Female Prison, fatigue 
duty in this prison, cook- 
ing, pumping water, mess- 
ing, messengers, cleaning 
prison, &c., &c., fifty- two 
weeks, at 9s. per week, - 
Forty-seven prisoners at 
Lusk, draining, subsoil- 
ing, and general farm 
work, fifty-two weeks, at 
9s. per week, 

Total, * - 



Remarks. 



£ s. d, 
262 13 10 
126 18 1 
26 12 2 
22 1 2 
6 10 6 
7 1 3 

5 19 1 
1 1 3 



458 17 4 
15 5 6 



397 16 0 



1,099 16 0 



1,971 14 10 



Daily average number in Smithfield, 47 
^°- do., Lusk, - 47 



Less sick. 



94 

4 



Average earnings of each effective i 
soner, £21 18s. 2d. 



W. Bradfield, Superintendent. 

Abstuact of Expenditure under the several heads of service, for the 3-ear embus 
31st December, 1861. 5 

Hoads of Service. 

Salaries, - 

Victualling, including officers’ rations, - 
Light, - 

Alterations and repairs, - 
Contingencies, - 
Utensils, 

Medicines and surgical instruments, 

Medical comforts, _ 

Officers’ clothing, - 

Officers’ travelling, including transit of prisoners. 

Washing, - 
Cleaning prison, - 
Advertising, - 

Bedding, - . . _ 

Rent, rates and taxes, - 

Total, - 

to %J e P 11 ? 111 ™* 8 the following items have been, for the convenience 
2etu»^<^%“ hment ’ ttara8h W “* great 'majority^! 

“ of 293 convicts, earned in the home Convict Prisons, 

their sentences ? ermuda and ^ ibraltar during the whole period of 

Travelling of 293 prisoners to their homes on discharge, 

Uothmg (discharged and others) for 293 convicts, - 



Amount. 


£ 


s. 


d. 


1,374 


9 


11 


1,185 


4 


10 


50 


6 


8 


22 


8 


11 


78 


4 


9 


14 


8 


2 


13 


12 


0 


3 


16 


5 


76 


9 


6 


57 


1 


3 


50 


11 


9 


31 


5 


3 


5 


2 


5 


6 


8 


8 


10 


0 


0 


2,979 


10 


6 



£1,686 16 
122 3 
861 3 



Total, 



£2,570 2 
E 2 
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LECTURER’S REPORT. 

January 1, 1862. 

Gentlemen, — I liave the honour to submit my Sixth Annual Report upon 
the Smithfield Intermediate Prison. 

During the past year 281 convicts have passed through this and the 
Lusk Prison Huts, of whom a large number have emigrated; the remainder 
have either returned to their former homes, or settled down in the Dublin 
district under my own supervision. 

Of the number discharged throughout the year, nine have relapsed into 
crime, a number surprisingly few indeed, when their short sentences and 
antecedents are duly considered. The cause to which I attribute their 
relapse, is a distaste for hard honest persevering labour, which to them, 
and to their class, is most loathsome and extremely disagreeable. 

It will be remembered that by far the great majority of the convicts 
who have been subjected to the training of our Intermediate Prisons were 
old and habitual offenders, whose experience in the criminal world might 
be dated from their early boyhood. 

I need not enter into the details of the past lives of the men who pass 
through this prison, as they are fully known to those who take an interest 
in their reformation, both in this and in the sister island. 

During the meeting of the Social Science Congress in Dublin very many 
of the most competent authorities on the management of prisoners visited 
Smithfield and Lusk; and as the results of their minute and detailed inqui- 
ries into its workings are now before the world, it would be a mere loss of 
time were I to repeat what they have already told. They saw and ac- 
knowledged that we were dealing with the worst type of criminals, many 
of whom having recorded against them from ten to fifty previous convic- 
tions ; they also visited discharged prisoners, and conversed with their 
employers ; they heard the statements of each, and what these statements 
were I shall leave the visitors themselves to say. They heard the testi- 
monies borne to the conduct and fidelity of the men by their employers, 
in whose service they had been for years — employers too, who in days 
gone by, would not permit a ticket-of-leave man to approach their pre- 
mises, but who now not only find them the means of honest support, but 
repose faith in their honesty and integrity. 

It is unnecessary to remark how groundless and how untrue were the 
statements made years since by some persons, to the effect that the bulk 
of the inmates of Lusk and Smithfield consisted of men whose crimes 
arose more from circumstances than from depravity of heart. It appears 
to me rather strange how such a statement could he made consistent with 
honesty, if those who made it were at all acquainted with the details of 
those records open for inspection in the Registrar’s office at Smithfield, 
upon the examination of which would he evident that habitual offenders 
of every shade and grade of crime pass through that institution year after 
year — men charged with murder excepted. 

The teachings of the school department continue the same as from the 
commencement of the Intermediate System teachings, no doubt peculiar 
in their character, but practical and useful in their application. The 
effects of the lectures addressed by me to the men of Lusk and Smithfield 
have proved satisfactory, and I conceive the system of lecturing to be 
perhaps the most important feature in the system, as carried out during 
the criminal’s final stage of discipline. I am supported in the opinion I 
here express by the best and most experienced authorities on criminal 
reformation in the civilized world. 

As a general rule, the men discharged from Lusk and Smithfield, are 
keener observers of the world and its ways than the ordinary labouring 
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classes, and m many cases I liave known them to be more provident, and 
certainly more temperate. Many of them enjoy the confidence of their 
employers, and have been promoted by them, both as regards waves and 
position, not so much owing to their superior skill as to their fidelity and 
the mteiest manifested by them m the property and affairs of their mas- 
T?; 1 Lave “ eve ? known ‘he Smithfield men to be connected with 
strikes or combinations nor has it ever come under lav notice that they 
took an advantage of their employers hy demanding higher wages than 
the rate for which they had originally agreed to work. When married, 
Mh'Ir W° St Tk’ anably 6 , ettl ® dor, ' n t0 hard honest work, and lead regular 
Thel 'f “ a -T ' )e a ! ew ““Ptions, but so few as not to affect any 
? j 1 “ ta ‘ eui ™t on this point. I encourage marriage amongst the men 
ihenevei I consider it for their good, and likely to conduce to the com- 
m?nvof^ PPme T f t ,eU - ? ar ! ners auJ themselves. I could point to 
if! i T“ wL ? marneJ "-h-lst under my supervision, some if whom 
i in if J ° ° ar<! n ° W tbe P'-oprietoK of small shops in the city, 
parts ^'f; th^cfmiUry^ pi ° ,s ’ P oultr y» aad vegetable gardens in various 

These are some of the results of the Intermediate system, and which 
compensate those who devised it, and those who developed it— results too 

ocMsi^'r* -° !-‘ e meQ "’ b ° are yet t0 enc0UDter the difficulties and 
experienced and felt hy reformed convicts in their 
snuggles to earn au honest character and an honest livelihood 

u “ ay the trhich has yielded such fruits continue to shed its 

na PP> influence on fallen man. 

i„m. 1 t“ illS f t e e -^ t ,7? lr a Very consil torahle number of the younger 
r m 11 °i, Sn ; ,tbfield , bave S° n ? ‘° ««• This was the safest course for 
them to adopt, since honest and independent labour was only known to 
them by name previous to their last conviction, and those of their ac 

nS bvTl W 10 f ° !kWe ? S , UCb a T ans 0f subsistence, were sarcastically 
pitied by the young and depraved thieves. This state of things is fast 

i7S”f I “i Dubh , n > a , nd “ is *? be hoped that our Irish reformatories 
will compiete the task which can best he done hy following in the wake 

loiislv” 6 " t0 fir f.S ra ppled wuth the difficulties, and patiently and zea- 
louJy. persevered m overcoming the great obstacles which beset the path 
oi ci irninal reformation in this country. p 

learnffirtl in + Pr f t - Ca i 6 i ea "‘ aI1 '-r iP) f. ch as coiling ropes, reefing sails, and 
ime to tbo tecbnlcal te ™ s . ,jf * ?h'P S rigging, are given from time to 
e / oun SO rco “vicl :s m Smit .field, in which they take the liveliest 
tELt “ odel , of a fdl 7 ri gg ed ship has been provided for 

Jno i ^ Letters have been received from many of those who have 
fame ~ S6a ’ en T c ™ ra g In S ‘heir former prison companions, to adopt the 
“r e ' 1 L , *n a 80 eo,,tmue t0 be received from others who had 
ZT ed ’ T U , Ch a J lke P ro Y e ‘heir success and self-dependence. So 
on the l0 ° k s\t 0a ° ,7\ d , eslmiD e for ourselves, or ground our hopes 
we i of tha "; el l-d°iBg of those afforded by their own letters, 
f Vr”- t0 be tbankful to6od for the reformation effected in 
Prisons aa,i <hspoaitlons of ‘he former Inmates of our Irish Intermediate 

veit h towliW»™^ T tat “ S i f the me ! 1 dischar e ed throughout the year was 
we% at w ble : f 1 r gbt 5ay ’ w!tb the exception of the aged and infirm, 
the tef I J" ‘ffi' 1 a '"- Wnt ^ a fact whic1 ’ reflects the greatest credit upon 
‘ - f l,e P™° M through which they passed. I do not claim L 

an ordinfrl t 7“™?’ sm “ i nly provin ee is entirely foreign to that ot- 
to reu, ml Tbf h f e Ii - T ° fr ak me " of tbe P ast > Present, ‘and future ; 
ignorance tf t °f their public and private duties; to struggle with their 
g ranee , to bear with their repulsive dispositions where they exist and 
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calm tlieir vicious temper ; to fortify them against the temptations to 
crime -which are likely to present themselves when they again take their 
stand in the outer world; to extirpate their wrong and misconceived 
notions of men and things ; to direct them where to go and what to do when 
the prison door closes after them ; to clearly lay before them the profit 
and loss of crime, even in a worldly point of view ; to stimulate them to 
honest labour, and above all, to impress them with the goodness and the 
providence of God to each and all of them, as revealed in the most trifling 
of his works. These, Gentlemen, I conceive to he the duties of my pecu- 
liar mission within the confines of the prison ; hut my self-imposed duties 
outside its walls are somewhat more wearisome and certainly not less 
useful. 

The libraries purchased and supported by the voluntary contributions 
of the men of this and the Lusk prison still continue to progress and afford 
much instruction and mental recreation to the prisoners, who pride them- 
selves on being their proprietors. The great desire that these libraries 
should be upheld by voluntary contributions on the part of the men them- 
selves, is best shown by the fact of every man, young and old, leaving a 
donation of from one to two shillings towards the funds upon discharge. 

Perhaps there is no feature in the Irish Prison system more important 
or more useful than the supervision of discharged convicts. No person 
can possibly be more fully aware of its paramount necessity than myself, 
who was the first to stand between the reformed criminal and the preju- 
dices of the public. Six years and upwards have elapsed since I first 
essayed to procure employment for a convict : what difficulties I contended 
with then and since, the anxiety of 'mind and fatigue of body I have en- 
dured, 1 need not here record. My every day experience since, coupled 
with the facts and circumstances which almost every hour brings under 
my notice, go to prove the soundness and the wisdom of the idea which 
first suggested the supervision of liberated convicts. Supervision I believe 
to be the great and crowning point of the Irish system of convict man- 
agement, just as the intermediate stages are its sound, wise, and distin- 
guishing characteristics. 

I think but justice to myself to notice here the comments made on a 
few passages in my last report on the prison, by Sir Joshua Jebb, who, I 
regret to say, has misunderstood my words, and given them a meaning 
which certainly I never meant them to convey. 

I believe police supervision is prudently exercised throughout the 
country, at least I have never heard from the convicts themselves of any 
instance where the police harshly or unnecessarily interfered with them 
whilst under their surveillance. Of course the chief business of the police 
is to watch, but mine is rather to advise and assist the discharged prisoner. 
However, when I have fair grounds for suspicion I lose no time in convey* 
ing my suspicion to the police authorities, giving them, at the same time, 
all the particulars of the case as known to myself ; thus it is, that the 
organized plans of habitual and training thieves are, by times, frustrated, or 
the speedy apprehension of the rogue effected. In acting thus, I do no- 
thing in the slightest degree novel ; I merely wish to carry ont the sugges- 
tions of the Transportation Committee, and insist that the convict shall 
observe the conditions endorsed upon his licence. 

Long sentences, long licences, strict supervision after discharge, and a 
faithful compliance with the conditions of a ticket-of-leave, have always 
appeared to me the best means of repressing crime as a profession in this or 
any other country. Were a proof of this required, reference to my Visi- 
tation Reports will afford one purely practical and unimpeachable. 

No person unacquainted with the life of discharged convicts can pro- 
perly estimate the influence which the holding a ticket-of-licence exerts 
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upon them especially if they are to be subjected to its conditions for any Smith- 
considerable length of tune. J field and 

Tie old and habtnai offenders who, perhaps, pictured to themselves wX- 
the facilities still existing to follow their former modes of living, learn, in m™' 
a short time after their liberation, that these facilities no longer exist and PRrS0JJS - 
that their former accomplices, and in many cases unthinking dunes are T.^~- 
no longer at their bidding. With such knowledge they reason” with them- ieyo ™ * 
selves, and being of rather calculating minds, they generally arrive at the 
conclusion that there is more to lose than to ga'in by adoption- their old 
criminal professions Hence it is, that we find at the present moment in 
the city of Dublin the most daring, the most fearless, and most ingenious 
burglars settled down to honest and certainly most slavish labour. I now 
state a fact which I am at any hour prepared to prove. 

Therefore, by all means, both for the sake of the criminal as well as for 
the protection oi society, let supervision of habitual offenders be fairlv and 
prudently and honestly carried out. 

With regret I must, here refer to the death of Mr. Good, the late Su- 
perintendent of this prison, which took place during the past year. He 
was a painstaking, zealous officer, always anxious, and ever ready to 
further the interests of the institution. His successor, Mr. Bradfield will 
1 have no doubt, prove worthy of the confidence reposed in him. ’ Mr.’ 

Dwyer, whom you were pleased to appoint as Registrar, gives his valuable 
assistance, in the school department, for which duty he is well qualified 
both by his experience and literary attainments. I consider this Gentle- 
man s appointment a very fortunate selection. 

. The visit paid to this Institution during the year by the deeply and 
justly lamented, the late Prince Consort, accompanied by England’s future 
king and his royal brother, and likewise by his Excellency Lord Carlisle 
iarl Granville, and other illustrious personages is, no doubt, the mo4 
memorable event in tbe history of Smithfiehl. 

The only tribute we could pay to the memory of his late Royal High- 
ness, we did, as was evidenced by the mourning drapery which shrouded 
our little lecture hall, arranged with heartfelt regret by the hands of the 
prisoners themselves, and who, with unalloyed sorrow, deplored the death 
of that good man who, but a few months previous, upon a Sabbath even- 
ing, sat listening to them and me as we proceeded with our usual humble 
but it is to be hoped useful intellectual entertainments. 

In this brief report, which I have endeavoured to make as concise as 
possible, I have omitted to observe many features in the working of Smith- 
fteld ; but I have been induced to do so by the conviction that the Irish 
intermediate system is now so fully known, that explanation of it by me 
is no longer necessary. It is not now an experiment— it is an admitted 
ana approved system, based upon principles sound, practical, proved, and 
approved which challenges honest inquiry. It has passed triumphant 
through the storm of doubts, prejudices, and difficulties, unassisted and 
unsupported by all save its own merits and its own results. 

Under the blessing of a Divine Providence, who aids and sustains every 
good work undertaken for the good and for the benefit of His creatures 
e Intermediate system has been successful far and away beyond the 
nopes of its truest friends and most ardent admirers. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

J. P. Oegan, Lecturer at the Irish Intermediate Prisons. 
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LUSK PRISON. 



PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Lusk Vicarage, January 9, 1862. 

Gentlemen, — Tlie prisoners under my care, during tlie past year, Lave 
given me great satisfaction, their general conduct being good, and their 
readiness to receive instruction continually shown. I have every reason 
to hope that the majority of them have profited in mind and temper by the 
discipline they have been subjected to, and that their latter end will be 
much better than the beginning. 

William Reeves, d.d., Vicar of Lusk. 

To the Directors of Government 
Prisons, Ireland. 



ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Lusk, January 11, 18G2. 

Gentlemen, — I have great pleasure in saying, that each year since the 
establishment of the prison in Lusk, my approbation of the system of 
government, in sympathy and kindness, and the gratitude and respect of 
the prisoners for those placed over them, has been greatly enhanced. 

If the strangers who visited the Lusk prison last season had known the 
influence which kind language and affectionate treatment wield over the 
Irish heart, they would not have been surprised to see " a prison without 
prisoners in reality.” 

I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen, your very obedient servant, 
Augustus Costigan, Chaplain to Lusk Prison. 

To tlie Directors of Convict Prisons 
in Ireland. 



LECTURER’S REPORT. 

January 1, 1862. 

Gentlemen, — The Lusk Intermediate Prison appears to me to convey 
the best and most complete example of what has been sought to be 
obtained by reposing confidence in the ouce vicious and habitual offender. 

Situated on a bleak and open district of country are two iron-cased 
huts, which form the temporary prison abode of men who heretofore were 
the abettors in almost every crime recorded in the criminal calendar of 
the nation, but who are now engaged in most laborious and certainly most 
useful works for the good of the commonwealth. From early morning 
until the approach of night, these men cheerfully and continuously prose- 
cute the labours of the farm ; and when extra labour is required of them, 
they volunteer their services with a readiness which is rarely if ever 
evinced by r the ordinary paid workman. 

The progress and improvements of the farm are every day showing 
themselves, as acre after acre of the wild and barren common is reclaimed 
from its primary state of sterility, and made to conduce to the support of 
man and beast. Steadily and surely the works proceed, and in which, I 
am proud to say, both convict and officer take a common interest. In 
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few establishments has it ever been my lot to witness so healthy a feeling 
as pervades the whole management of this rising Irish convict colony. ° 

It would be difficult, indeed, to portray in words the co-operation of 
the men and officers of this institution. The men have confidence in the 
humanity and justice of their officers— the officers trust in the fidelity and 
honesty of the men. Tims mutually depending on each other’s good faith 
the work and business of the day proceed, and coercion, to insure order 
or a proper quality or quantity of work, is unnecessary and unknown. 

I have frequently stood and watched, unobserved, the men employed on 
the farm works, as they stood in mire and water all day long, and felt, as 
I looked upon them, a joy which I shall not here attempt to describe. I 
thought, as I gazed upon them, what they had been, what they were, and 
what, 1 pictured to myself, they yet might become, and what I have 
known the great majority ot them proved to he — honest and useful mem- 
bers of society. 

As a large number ot the Lusk men look forward to emigration, they 
have a lively sense of the utility of the agricultural training they receive. 
They will tell you it is the sort of work they intend to follow the other 
side of the Atlantic, and such as will fit them for a long and rough pas- 
sage tu Canada. Thus they argue the advantages with their acquaintances 
in Smithfield, who, like themselves, are determined to emigrate or go to 
sea ; and who look upon being sent to Lusk, even for one month previous 
to their discharge, as one of the greatest privileges which you, Gentlemen, 
can confer upon them. 

The officers of Lusk, taking them all in all, are a faithful, painstaking 
corps of public servants ; zealous, careful, and obliging ; tardy to injure, 
and most cautious never to wound the feelings of those confided to their 
charge. It is thus they have won the good-will of the men, without 
which their moral control over them would long since have proved inef- 
fectual. 

At the close of each day, the men, after their evening meal, which, by 
times, they consider scanty, arrange themselves for the intellectual pur- 
suits of the night. Their studies are simple, but their anxiety to prose- 
cute them is cheering, and indicative of good. The neat and carefully- 
written copies, which they exhibit to me upon the evenings of my visits, 
manifest their great desire to improve and benefit in afterlife by the 
opportunities afforded them for their mental culture during their period of 
imprisonment. 

The course of instruction as carried out in the huts is identical with that 
pursued with the men of Smithfield, the simplicity of which I endeavour 
to reconcile with the intellectual capacities of all — a course, Gentlemen, 
through which I endeavour to inspire them with self-dependence and self- 
respect— to generate in their hearts a repugnance to theft — to implant in 
their minds thoughts of true manliness — to encourage habits of temperance, 
and honest, independent industry — to wean and win them from their past 
evil ways — to breathe into them the duty which they owe to their fellows, 
and place before them, clearly and patently, how they themselves can heal 
and eradicate their own mental and moral diseases, when assisted bv a 
merciful and forgiving Providence. 

I am at all times a welcome guest at the huts, and my coming is looked 
forward to with gladness by officers and prisoners, to secure the confidence 
and respect of whom is, and always has been, to me an object of great 
solicitude. The cheerfulness and satisfaction displayed in the countenances 
of the men upon those evenings I take my seat amongst them, is truly 
gratifying ; and frequently, during a long and dreary winter, has it formed 
a powerful incentive to perseverance, when a weak and wasted frame 
mentally and physically called aloud for temporary repose. But when I 
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saw they were willing to forget tlieir own wearisomeness and fatigue, I 
was eager to forget mine, and thus, as it were by a mutual understanding 
we commenced the business of the evening, which generally proceeded in 
affording pleasure to many and instruction to all. 

I listen to their cases and give them my advice — I convey the details 
of their statements to you, Gentlemen, when such is necessary — I supply 
their little wants, when to do so is consistent with the rules of the service. 
Some may have saved from their weekly sixpences a sum sufficient to pur- 
chase a desired book ; others, perhaps, to purchase a scarf, cap, or such like 
articles of dress ; whilst some, it may be, to pay the postage of a letter to 
friends from whom they expect assistance, residing in America or Australia. 
These are things occurring every day in the household affairs of the farm, 
which is now attracting the notice aud eliciting the praise of the surround- 
ing gentry, who seem to have forgotten their strong and early fears once 
entertained towards their convict neighbours. Some of these gentlemen 
I know now believe as firmly as I do myself that a convict, after all, is 
still a man, with all the hopes and fears and aspirations of a man, and re- 
quiring but care aud training to make him an honest member of society. 

To the conduct of the men themselves, coupled with the prudence and 
exemplary character of their officers, is to be attributed the present favour- 
able state of public opinion as to tbe management and men of the Lusk 
Penal Colony. 

The devout demeanour of the men on Sundays, wben attending to their 
devotions in the village church or chapel — the cheerful and regular man- 
ner in which they voluntarily contribute their mite on these occasions, 
although free to enter without any payment, have won for them the good 
wishes of the very inhabitants who heretofore felt alarmed at their en- 
campment in the locality. 

During the year the farm has been visited by several noblemen and 
gentlemen, eminent for their knowledge of prison discipline, or of agri- 
culture, or of both, whose opinions upon its management have, in many 
instances, since been submitted to tbe English and Irish public. 

Many members of the Social Science Congress visited the huts in the 
month of August last, and entered very minutely into the details of their 
management. They were a little surprised to find a prison without walls 
or fire-arms, and prisoners without guards and cells, and they all agreed with 
Mr. Recorder Hill, that “the most wonderful thing to be seen at Lusk was 
how little there was to see.” 

The arrangements of the days set apart for the visits of the members to 
the huts were admirably and voluntarily arranged by Mr. Charles Cobb, 
one of the nearest resident magistrates, whose kindness and hospitality 
were shared in by many upon the occasion. 

The morals of the men are good, and they attach the greatest importance 
to truth. Once the veracity of a member of their community is doubted 
by them, they seldom or ever repose confidence in the man afterwards. 
Indeed, wben we duly consider tbe steady persevering daily toil of the 
Lusk men, we cannot fail to see how powerfully it conduces to the forma- 
tion of a sound and lasting moral character. 

The introduction of cows to supply milk to the occupiers of the farm 
would, in my mind, be productive of tbe best results, both as regards the 
benefit of tbe men and the better manuring of the land. 

I should also be glad to see every married officer with his own cow, as 
it would contribute very much to the comfort of his solitary cottage home, 
by supplying those wants at present felt by themselves and families. 

< The officers of Lusk at times endure much hardship, and any little pri- 
vilege they could, consistently with their duties enjoy, would, it appears to 
me, be of corresponding benefit to the service } of course they should pay 
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for the feeding of their cows a sum equal in amount to that at present paid, 
by those whose cows are at present grazing on the farm. 

I am impelled thus to speak of the Lusk officers through a sense of duty 
which I owe them, being an every-day witness to their eagerness and 
anxiety to see that your wishes, Gentlemen, are fully and faithfully carried 
out. 

Before concluding this short report, I am bound to bear my testimony 
to the zealous and efficient manner in which each and every officer of the 
establishment discharges the duties of his post. 

I do not wish to particularize, nevertheless I feel it but justice to Mr. 
Gallagher, the able and experienced Superintendent of Works, to award 
to him my best thanks for his kind and willing co-operation on all occasions 
when I required it. To Mr. Gunning, the prudent and energetic Super- 
intendent of the Institution, I award the credit to which he is deservedly 
entitled for the tact, aptitude, and ability which he evinces in its govern- 
ment. Mr. Daly continues to conduct the business of the school to my 
satisfaction, and I have always proved him to be a faithful, painstaking 
officer, and of whom, as of Messrs. Gunning and Gallagher,' the prisoners 
speak in the kindest terms. 

In fine, each and all unite their warmest and heartiest efforts in conso- 
lidating the structure of one of the greatest and grandest Convict Institu- 
tions known in ancient or modern times, although, perhaps, because based 
upon the simplest and most unpretending principles. 

I hope to see this establishment becoming more and more developed as 
the Irish system becomes more concentrated. I see in it every element 
of success, and I cau discover no symptoms of failure, no taint of decay. 
I find that the men, for whose reformation it is intended, are impressed 
with the fair advantages it affords ; and I know that every official con- 
nected with it is devoted to secure its success. It may not be in the power 
of humble men to accomplish great results ; but if superiors act with them 
in accord and unison, there can be little cause of fear of failure : for my 
own part I believe in the success of the Irish Convict system in all its 
branches, because I see the success in the final stages, Smithfield and 
Lusk. I know that such success can only spring from a sound system, in 
which each part, that is each department, works upon another, smoothly, 
truly, justly, and in complete subordination to the head. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

‘ . . J. P. Obgan. 

The Directors of Convict Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 
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Regulations with reference to Convicts sentenced to Penal Ser- 
vitude under the Act of 1857 (’20 & 21 Vic., cap. 3.) 

Notice. 

1. The Act of Parliament passed in June, 1857, provides that sentences of penal 
servitude are to be of the same duration as sentences of transportation previously 
awarded, instead of the sentences of shorter extent under the Act of 1853— thus, a 
sentence of four years' penal servitude under the Act of 1853 stands in place of a 
sentence of seven years' transportation; whereas for the same ofience under the re- 
cent Act of 1857, the sentence awarded is liable to he one of seven years' penal servitude 

In the case of the shorter sentences under the Act of 1853, the whole has to be 
spent in imprisonment, a certain proportion, in the case of well conducted prisoners, 
being allowed to be passed in Intermediate Prisons, but in the case of sentences 
under the recent Act, the terms being longer, a portion is allowed to be remitted 
on licence towards the end of the sentence, if the conduct of the prisoner shall 
have been deserving of this indulgence. 

The following scale shows the earliest periods at winch prisoners convicted 
under the recent Act may qualify themselves by unexceptionable conduct for admis- 
sion to the privileges of the Intermediate Prisons : — 



Scale. 



Class and number of marks to be Rained 
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T" The above earliest possible periods of removal to Intermediate Prisons aprlv 
only to those of the most unexceptionable character, and no remission of the full 
sentence wnl take place unless the prisoner has qualified himself bv carefully 
measured good conduct. for passing the periods in the Intermediate Prisons pre- 
scribed by the Rules; and any delay in this qualification will have the effect of 
postponing las admission into the Intermediate Prisons, and thereby deferring to 
tue same extent the remission of a portion of his sentence. 

3.. Convicts under sentence for “Life” will not be eligible for consideration for 
remission under twelve years; in the event of their misconducting themselves they 
will not be eligible at so early a period, and may be retained even for “Life.” 
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4. According to the requirements of the colony of "Western Australia, a certain Appendix. 

number of convicts may be sent from this country from time to time ; the selec- 

tion will lie made from the well-conducted, at about half the periud of their 
sentence. Convicts under “Life Sentences” will not be eligible for removal until 
eight years from the date of their conviction. 

n. It will be quite evident to the convicts that their future position depends 
upon their own exertions, and that the importance of the classification in force in 
the prisons, .and of the marks regulating it, has been much increased by these rules. 

6. It will be necessary, therefore, that each convict should make himself 
thoroughly acquainted both with these rules and the classification which is to 
govern them as quickly as possible, for which every facility will be afforded him. 

He will thus learn the importance of preserving a good character in Mountjov 
Prison as well as on the Public Works. 

7. There may be exceptional cases and crimes of such a heinous description as 
to preclude offenders from being treated in the ordinary manner : these will be 
dealt with specially by the Government. 



By Order, 



Walter Crofton, Chairman. 
John Lentaigxe,) . 

I. S. Whitty, t' D ' rec ' ors - 



Conditions endorsed on every Ticket of Licence in the United Kingdom. 

1. The power of revoking or altering the Licence of a convict will most certainly 
be exercised in case of his misconduct. 

2 . It, therefore, he wishes to retain the privilege, which by liis good behaviour 
under Penal Discipline he lias obtained, he must prove by his subsequent conduct 
that he is really worthy of Her Majesty’s clemency. 

3. To produce a forfeiture of the Licence it is by no means necessary that the 
holder should he convicted of auy new ofieuce. If’ he associates with notoriously 
bad characters, leads an idle and dissolute life, or has no visible means of obtaining 
an honest livelihood, &c., it will he assumed that lie is about to relapse into crime, 
and lie will be at once apprehended, and recommitted to prison under his original 
sentence. 



Peculations for the Enforcement of these Conditions in Ireland. 

_ !. Each convict will report himself to the Constabulary Station of his locality on 
bis arrival in the district, and subsequently on the 1st of each month. 

2. A convict must not change his locality without notifying the same at bis 
Constabulary Station, in order that liis registration may be changed to the locality 
to which he is about to proceed. 

0. An infringement of these rules by the convict will cause it to be assumed that 
be is leading an idle and irregular life, and thereby entail a revocation of his licence. 



Chairman of Board of Directors. 
Government Prisons’’ Office, 
Dublin Castle. 



f 

Notification made to the Constabulary on the Liberation of a Convict 
on Licence. 



BESCRIPTIYE PARTICULARS. 

Hair, ..... 

Eyes 

Eyebrows, .... 

Nose, 

Month, .... 

Complexion, 

Visage, .... 

Make, 

Height, Feet, Inches. 

Age on Conviction in 1 8 



Government Prisons’ Office, 
Dublin Castle, ISO 



Sir, 

I have to inform you that a “Ticket 
of Licence” has been granted to Convict 



who will, on discharge, proceed to 



I have the honour to he. Sir, 
Your obedient servant. 



Chairman of Board of Directors. 

Born at ) 

Friends reside at j 

To the Inspector- General of Constabulary, Dublin Castle. 
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Apfendix. Notification made by the Constabulary when a Convict on Licence clauses 
his Residence from one locality to another. ° 

County of 
District of 
Sub-District of 

Register of Convict, No,* 

on Ticket of Licence (see Circular, 1st January, 1857). 



DESCRIPTIVE PARTICULARS. 
(Circular Paragraph 1.) 

Hair, .... 
Eyes, .... 
Eyebrows, 

Nose, .... 
Mouth, .... 
Complexion, . 

Visage, .... 
Make, .... 
Height, .... 
Born at ... 

Friends reside at 



* «. e. No. in Convict Book, ns statod on Ticket of Licence. 

Date on which the Convict first reported 
himself at this Sub-District. (Circular 
paragraph 2.) 

Name and Address of person by whom 
employed. 

Date on which the Convict left this Sub- 
District. (Circular, paragraph 4.) 

To what Sub-District and County re- 
moved. (Circular, paragraph 4.) 



186 Constable. 



Report of Conduct. 



(Note— In the event of the removal of the above-named convict to another Suh- 
District, a copy of the foregoing particulars (including report of conduct), is to 
be transmitted to the Constable thereof ; and in case of further removals the 
same rule is to be observed ; so that the convict’s conduct during the -whole 
penod he has been on licence maybe ascertained in the last Sub-District in 
which he is located.) 



Particulars of every Case in Custody in a County or Borough Prison 
which is even suspected to be that of a Discharged Convict, and which is 
forwarded to the Directors of Convict Prisons for Confirmation and 
Identification. 



Gaol! 

Particulars, Description, &c., of a Prisoner suspected or known to have been 
a Discharged Convict. 

Particulars under which now in Custody . Description. 



Name 

Crime, .... 

Date of Trial, ... 

Sentence, if passed, . 

Particulars of former Conviction as far 
as is known or can be ascertained. 

Name, .... 

County where Tried, 

Date of Conviction, . 

Crime, .... 

Sentence, . 

When Discharged from Con- 
vict Prison, . 

Prison from which dis- 
charged, 



Hair, . . . 4 

Eyes, .... 
Eyebrows, 

Nose, .... 
Mouth, .... 
Complexion, . 

Visage, .... 

Make, .... 
Height, Feet, Inches. 
Marks on Person, . 

Present Age, Years. 

Trade or Calling, . 

Prison Trade, 

Born at . ... 

Resided before committal at 
Friends reside at 
Whether identified as having been 
a Convict, and by whom. 



Observations. 



,Governor. 

18 
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Letter forwarded in tlie case of every Discharged Convict again brought to 
Trial. 



Government Prisons’ Office, 
Dublin Castle. ] 8 

Sir, 

. The enclosed particulars of have been compared 

with the books of this office, and are correct. In the event of his bein'* found 
guilty of the present charge, the Directors of Convict Prisons request that the 
notice of the Judge may be particularly called to the circumstance of his being an 
“ Habitual Offender,” with the view of his receiving a sentence proportionate to 
his perseverance in pursuing a course of crime. 

Please to notify the result of the Trial to this office and return the enclosure at 
the same time. 



The Governor, 

Gaol. 



I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Walter Crofton, 

Chairman of the Directors of Convict Prisons. 



Retorn showing the Proportion of Sick and Deaths to the 
Number of Prisoners in the Irish Conyict Prisons for the years 
1854, 1855, 1856, and 1857. 
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Appendix. jt ET tj aN showing the Pn.OPOB.TlON of Sick mkI Deaths to the 
Number of Prisoners in tlio Irish Convict Prisons for the years 
1858, 1859, I860, and 1861. 
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